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Text: Acts 23:6-11  (#62)

6 Then Paul, knowing that some of them were Sadducees and the others Pharisees, called out in the Sanhedrin, "My brothers, I am a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee. I stand on trial because of my hope in the resurrection of the dead."  7 When he said this, a dispute broke out between the Pharisees and the Sadducees, and the assembly was divided.  8 (The Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, and that there are neither angels nor spirits, but the Pharisees acknowledge them all.)  9 There was a great uproar, and some of the teachers of the law who were Pharisees stood up and argued vigorously. "We find nothing wrong with this man," they said. "What if a spirit or an angel has spoken to him?"  10 The dispute became so violent that the commander was afraid Paul would be torn to pieces by them. He ordered the troops to go down and take him away from them by force and bring him into the barracks.  11 The following night the Lord stood near Paul and said, "Take courage! As you have testified about me in Jerusalem, so you must also testify in Rome."

 
Summary from last week (#61)
Without realizing one’s deep sinful nature, salvation can’t be gained. It is only through  God’s amazing grace that we can truly realize the reality of our sins. People usually judge sins according to one’s work, so they distinguish their high and low sins by the visible outcomes. However, the gospel points to all the sinful conditions of men all as equal. Men can’t help themselves with their sinful condition. So, Christ is the only solution of our fundamental problem. The original cause of all sin is the problem of our lustful knowledge of good and evil.  Without the removal of the fundamental problem, the only fruits men can bear are eventually the lustful fruit of good and evil.  A legalistic and religious zeal are the result of those bearings. No matter how righteous one’s word and behavior look, the bible exposes us to men’s righteousness that comes from such legalistic zeal that would eventually kill Christ on the cross.  Therefore, the men who nailed Christ on the cross are all of us who were born with the lustful nature of good and evil.  If we were there at the time of Jesus, we would obviously join with the same murderers of Jesus because of our religious zeal.  The act of killing Christ is murdering our God who created us, that is also the same as killing our own parents.  This sin can’t be forgiven, but will lead us to fall into hell and suffer eternally by God’s judgment.
Therefore, God’s grace has to come upon such ignorant sinners unconditionally and irresistibly. He has to determine to save us even before we are born and act upon our lustful nature of good and evil. All people in the world are born just like either Esau or Jacob.  Both are the same kind of sinners who have to live sinning against God.  But when God’s grace does not intervene in one’s life, one like Esau has to live on his own lustful zeal of good and evil for all of his life and finally fall into hell.  This is the one whom God hates. But Others like Jacob are quite different from Esau’s kind as soon as God’s grace intervenes in their lives.  Although their mind and body become severely broken, their sinful words and behavior begin to stop and they participate in the blessing of being a ‘partaker’ of heaven.  These are the ones whom God loves.  People like Jacob are led to live a life of ‘self-denial.’ In other words, their lustful words begin to be seized and communicate with others in the word of life.  
 
6 Then Paul, knowing that some of them were Sadducees and the others Pharisees, called out in the Sanhedrin, "My brothers, I am a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee. I stand on trial because of my hope in the resurrection of the dead."  
Paul is now on trial before Pharisees and Sadducees at the Sanhedrin. The word, ‘trial’(‘krino’) means “judging, criticizing, and punishing.”  What is the reason? He stands on trial as an enemy against his own race in a religious court. He is about to receive a penalty of death from the people who used to be very close to him as brothers living in the same faith.  “Circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee;  6 as for zeal, persecuting the church; as for legalistic righteousness, faultless” (Phil.3:5-6).  He used to be a great leader approved by his own race with many complements. But now because of his completely different faith gained through Christ, he has become the most hateful target of his own people.  What kind of faith is he holding now? It is about “my hope in the resurrection of the dead” (“the hope and resurrection of the dead” – KJV, NAS).  We must examine our faith to determine whether we hold the same true faith or not.  How eagerly and diligently the Pharisees believe and serve God? They have the original law and holy tradition. They have a holy temple of God. But those privileges became a snare to their faith resulting in their finally becoming blinds who can’t realize the grace of the gospel and even more stand against God as His wickedest enemy.  They have eventually held evil faith against God.  Without God’s grace, no one can realize the amazing providence of God who wants to give us the grace of life in the midst of the law through Christ. Christ is the one who came as a representative of the law and consumed the condemnation of the law on the cross.  “In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways,  2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the universe.  3 The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven” (Hebrews 1:1-3).  Acting in similar religious forms doesn’t mean holding the same content of faith.  The faith that doesn’t have the content of the mysterious work of Christ who fulfilled the law and grace as one is nothing but evil faith. 

The reason that God gave the law to us is for us to correctly realize the nature of our sins. We were ‘dead’ (‘nekros’: corpse , lifeless being) in our sins and completely set apart from God’s life since our birth.  “For you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins,  2 in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient.  3 All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath” (Ephesians 2:1-3).  In the midst of our keeping the law, we begin to realize our true nature.  We begin to understand the fundamental problems of sin deeply rooted in our nature.  The absolute necessity of Christ in our lives is realized in that way. Christ will truly be accepted as our precious groom, friend, and savior in our lives.

Men’s are sustained by their breathing in God’s life according to the law of God’s creation. Man can’t exist by himself, producing his own life. Man is not the owner of life. ‘Life’ only belongs to God. Therefore, if man received God’s life, he would realize the revelation of God, communicate with Him, and obediently follow His calling.  ‘God’(‘Elohim’) in Hebrew means “one who is invisible begins to pass over his life in word.” In other words, if one says that he has life, he has to communicate in the living word of God.  In order to do that, he has to accept Christ and enjoy the living word of Christ as written in the gospel. Then, he begins to correctly acknowledge God as the true God revealed through Christ in the bible and have intimacy with God as his own Father.   But if one does not know Christ or can’t realize the truth correctly, he is nothing but a corpse who tries to sustain himself by his own short breath for a while on earth.  Furthermore, the god who he serves is not the same God we serve, but Satan.  “You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father's desire. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies” (John 8:44).  Do we really serve God speaking the truth as it is written in the bible? It is either one or the other:  God or Satan who copies God. We must examine our faith very seriously to determine absolutely whom we follow. 

The hope of the dead man who does not have the life of God is nothing but his own lustful expectation that tries to satisfies his selfish desire.  Any hope that man holds onto can’t be the true hope desired by God until he finds Christ in his life. “We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time.  23 Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.  24 For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what he already has?” (Romans 8:22-24).  What is the content of man’s hope? Because of men’s lustful hope to fulfill their own sinful desires, the world is polluted continuously.  All the creatures have been suffering severely because of man’s wicked words and sinful behaviors that only try to accomplish their false hope. They have desperately been waiting for the appearance of God’s sons who speak of the new revelation in the life-giving words of Christ (Rom.8:19).  God’s sons and daughters try to live a life of ‘self-denial’(a lifestyle of abandoning lies and fills the living word of Christ in one’s heart) and breathe in the life-giving spirit of God.  Through hearing the sound of the life-giving Spirit coming out of their mouth, our corrupted land and creatures are also revived and restored.  What is the true hope that is not seen by our eyes? It is to encounter the resurrected Christ who raises us from the dead and to eternally live in perfect union with Christ.  When true faith is given to us by God’s grace, the invisible hope becomes our visible hope and begins to reign over us as a source of life.  This is the resurrected-faith which God’s saints have to discover daily in their lives.  Only when we can truly realize our death in sin and repent our wicked sins that have been committed against God, will we gain the life of Christ and thus the hope of resurrection in Him. “Those who live according to the sinful nature have their minds set on what that nature desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires.  6 The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace;  7 the sinful mind is hostile to God. It does not submit to God's law, nor can it do so.  8 Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot please God” (Romans 8:5-8).  When God’s life is poured upon us who were once dead in sin, our lives begin to transform in the power of Christ’s death and resurrection,.  We will find ourselves more desperately hoping for the day of our perfection in His love. God’s amazing love and grace continuously awaken us to realize the hope of resurrection every day.  True hope is produced in the midst of our sufferings and hardship.  “Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance;  4 perseverance, character(‘dokime’: proving, approval’); and character, hope” (Romans 5:3-4).  All sufferings that occur in the life of God’s saints lead them to realize better the reality of darkness that is bound to sins and depend more upon the righteousness of Christ.  Furthermore, they become a tool for them to overcome temptation in His grace and wisdom.  God molds us as approved servant in such process so that we can powerfully testify to the grace of the gospel in which people find the true hope and resurrection of the dead.  

The Pharisees and Sadducees who put Paul on trial did not know that it was also God’s trial that was set before them.  Their trial to stop Paul’s witnessing to the truth of the gospel is the same as Gods’ trial to judge their unbelief. The purpose of our preaching and teaching of the gospel is not only to bring God’s salvation for His chosen people but also to bring God’s judgment for the unbelievers in the world.  Through their trial, they expose how ignorant their knowledge of God’s grace is in spite of their zeal for the law.  They separate themselves more from the truth and approve themselves as followers of Satan through their own trial.

Conclusion
What is the power of the gospel? To those who truly realize the nature of their beings as ‘the dead’ in sin, true hope and the power of the resurrection are experienced. It is our faith in the resurrection which leads us to experience heavenly truth on earth.  Our most important mission is to learn and witness to the word about the life of Christ. This is the only way of raising the dead soul, the dead land, and the dead creatures. The new status and authority given by Christ for the sake of the gospel is truly amazing. We are given the highest calling from heaven.  The church is the community of God’s saints who know this mystery of the gospel. “Which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms,  21 far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come.  22 And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church,  23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way” (Ephesians 1:20-23). 
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