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Acts 28:23-31  23 They arranged to meet Paul on a certain day, and came in even larger numbers to the place where he was staying. From morning till evening he explained and declared to them the kingdom of God and tried to convince them about Jesus from the Law of Moses and from the Prophets.  24 Some were convinced by what he said, but others would not believe.  25 They disagreed among themselves and began to leave after Paul had made this final statement: "The Holy Spirit spoke the truth to your forefathers when he said through Isaiah the prophet:  26 "'Go to this people and say, "You will be ever hearing but never understanding; you will be ever seeing but never perceiving."  27 For this people's heart has become calloused; they hardly hear with their ears, and they have closed their eyes. Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear with their ears, understand with their hearts and turn, and I would heal them.'  28 "Therefore I want you to know that God's salvation has been sent to the Gentiles, and they will listen!"  29   30 For two whole years Paul stayed there in his own rented house and welcomed all who came to see him.  31 Boldly and without hindrance he preached the kingdom of God and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ.

Summary from last week (#67)

God’s Saints are the ones who gained the mind of new creation through Christ. Their minds were transformed from their old self-centered mind based on their lustful desire of good and evil to the new Christ-centered one. Our thoughts and minds are accustomed to a dichotomous way of thinking. We always divide things to fulfill our own self-satisfaction and we judge good and evil to take advantage of others. This is the sinful nature of man that resulted from the Fall after the first creation. Everyone is born within this old nature and unless they accept God’s grace, dies with their own judgment based on their wicked words and behaviors passed down from in the first creation.  However, the saints’ fundamental perspective is changed to the gospel way of thinking after the new mind of Christ dwells within their minds. Darkness becomes a means of grace for the saints to understand God’s decree, predestination, and provision. A gale becomes a platform to gain the power of Christ who put the gale to sleep. We try to sleep when evening comes. We fall into a deep sleep as if we are dead during the night. However, we hope the light of morning comes soon and wakes us up to see the new day that God has worked for us through the night while we slept. We learn to depend on God during our journey in the evening.  In the midst of our deep darkness, we find the reality of our strong bondage in sin. That is the true blessing. The more we realize we are dead in sin and transgression, the more we look up to God who can wake us up from our deep sleep with the power of His light. The deeper darkness makes us search for the brighter light. "This is what the LORD says, he who made the earth, the LORD who formed it and established it-- the LORD is his name:  3 'Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and unsearchable things you do not know.” (Jeremiah 33:2-3).   In the midst of a gale, God’s saints should hold onto their faith to see the hand of God working its magic of new creation on them. We should keep asking and searching for His perfect answers during our journey in the wilderness. We will see more clearly the work of the Holy Spirit who brings us into light out of our darkness and establishes the order of new creation within us. 

What are the signs of faith that accompany those who gained the mind of new creation? God’s saints should consider the place where they stand as the Promised Land and be ready to fight a spiritual fight. We have to resist all the lies that come from the world and proclaim truth to the world. We shouldn’t be driven to use the words of ‘barbarians,’ ‘foreigners,’ and ‘the white-washed tombs’ but should take a lead among them with patience and love until they gain the same blessing of salvation that we share. We should keep praying for them with a merciful heart as if we lay our hands upon their hearts. We should also keep ministering to them in word, waiting for God’s time-table until the order of new creation is established within their minds. 

“They arranged to meet Paul on a certain day, and came in even larger numbers to the place where he was staying. From morning till evening he explained and declared to them the kingdom of God and tried to convince them about Jesus from the Law of Moses and from the Prophets” (v.23)

Paul was finally transferred to Rome and now stays at a house under the escort of soldiers until his trial before Caesar.  Because he gained some freedom for his evangelism, he first invites the leaders of the Jews to his house in order to deliver the message of the gospel to them (v.17).  As day passed by, more people begin to gather at his place to listen to his message. From morning to evening, Paul ‘expounds’(explains) upon the word of God and ‘testifies’ to the kingdom of heaven.  The word, ‘expound’ in Greek (‘ek’:out + ‘tithemi’ :place horizontally, passive form) means “place out the reality that was placed horizontally in order.”   In other words, expounding on God’s word is an act of preaching and teaching about His decrees, predestination, and provisions that was revealed in the bible in an orderly manner.  God’s history was created under His definite will and runs toward the end according to His predetermined will and divine provision with unerring precision. But human history is placed under a very insecure fate without knowing its beginning and end. People have to just live the best they can to fulfill their satisfaction while living through the short span of their lives on earth. They can’t get out of their fundamental problems of chaos, confusion, and darkness but must always remain in their old creation until they fall into the lake of fire for eternity. The bible testifies to the history of God’s kingdom over human history that is visibly recognized only through faith by His grace. From the creation, God’s kingdom was present on earth.  Christ who reigns over all things had been revealed progressively and repeatedly to His people until He appeared on earth. The mystery of Christ is more concretely revealed now through His Church.  Ultimately, in order to reveal and testify to the kingdom of God, our human history was created. “And to make plain to everyone the administration of this mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in God, who created all things.  10 His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms,  11 according to his eternal purpose which he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Eph. 3:9-11). In the midst of our human history, God has placed His things such as the sacrifice, law, tabernacle, Ten Commandments, temple, feast, Israel, King, Priest, Prophet, 12 tribes, 12 disciples, cross, church, apostles, bible, etc. in a time line horizontally in an orderly manner in order to reveal the mystery of Christ to us. Furthermore, He has made His story with His people who realized the mystery of Christ. When the time had come, the true reality of all revelation, Christ, came and fulfilled God’s covenant finally on the cross. As a result, the church of God was born. God’s kingdom is more vividly present with us now.  Without accepting and uniting with Christ, the work of God’s kingdom can’t be experienced at all. 

The world is filled with chaos, confusion, and darkness. Men try to set up an orderly world with their lustful knowledge of good and evil, yet the result is nothing but their building their own tower of Babel which stands against God’s order. However, when faith is given by His grace, one begins to see the work of the Holy Spirit hovering over his darkness. In other words, God’s new creation begins within his life as an eagle flutters and incubates its eggs. God’s new order begins to take hold of his life. “In a desert land he found him, in a barren and howling waste. He shielded him and cared for him; he guarded him as the apple of his eye,  11 like an eagle that stirs up its nest and hovers over its young, that spreads its wings to catch them and carries them on its pinions.  12 The LORD alone led him; no foreign god was with him” (Deuteronomy 32:10-12).   God opens our eyes to realize the amazing mystery of Christ which has already been placed in an orderly fashion in spite of our human disorder and chaos. God’s grace leads us to find the new order of true life in Christ that conquers the disorder of our darkness. Even more, we begin to realize that our lives have already been placed according to God’s predestined order. God has actually established His order in the midst of our disorder even before our union with Christ. After our knowing Christ, the Holy Spirit empowers us to live a life of new creation in the wilderness and continue to be a part of His history until His kingdom is fully exposed at the end. Look at the example of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob’ lives. Their lustful desire and selfish ambition continue to expose them from generation to generation before God. Finally, at the third generation, Jacob, the root of the wickedest sin is exposed and broken down by the grace of God. Upon the sinner, the work of God’s new creation is poured, and as a result, the new creation called “Israel”(“God prevails”) is born.  God’s intervention scatters our disorder in the midst of a gale so that our disorder can’t be completely dismantled. Our every journey is sent into the deep valley of suffering and desperation. This was actually God’s order in order to bring our lives to the new creation. 

We shouldn’t simply think that our orderly life follows the same order as the order of God (example: Pharisees). The true order that God wants to place upon us is gained when we realize His decree, predestination, and provision in the midst of the exposure of our disordered reality. Through that continuous transition, we truly begin to trust the journey that He set before us and follow His new order in obedience (example of Jesus’ disciples).  God’s saints have to go through a journey of faith in which God continues to demolish our false order that pretends to be in good shape and then establish a new order of God within us.  When God’s kingdom is firmly established within us, we won’t go back to the old path in which we used to live in disorder.  We will live with true thanksgiving to God who moved us from darkness to light. “For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves,  14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins” (Colossians 1:13-14). When we cross the Red Sea, We can never go back to Egypt. God completely shut the cursed sea that was once widely open. When we crossed the Jordan River and reached the Promise Land, Canaan, with a form of new creation, we couldn’t live there with our old way of thinking and behavior. This is the true image of God’s kingdom that is testified to in the bible. Those who can discern the old and the new life are the ones established for God’s kingdom. “He told them this parable: "No one tears a patch from a new garment and sews it on an old one. If he does, he will have torn the new garment, and the patch from the new will not match the old.  37 And no one pours new (‘neos’: essentially new in nature) wine into old wineskins (a legalistic condition, whitewashed tombs, or disguised order). If he does, the new wine will burst(‘apolumi’: break, destroy) the skins, the wine will run out and the wineskins will be ruined.  38 No, new(‘neos’) wine must be poured into new(‘kainos’: a new thing that has been transformed from the old) wineskins” (Luke 5:36-38 – ‘A new wineskin symbolizes one whose heart mourns for the new creation, a prepared vessel to receive the new wine.   See it in its context: Jesus didn’t come to save ‘the righteous’(self-righteousness), but ‘sinners’ (a new wineskin that seeks for God’s righteousness in the midst of realizing his own deep darkness)). 

 “Expounding” the word of God means “bringing out the truth of God’s light and life that is predestined for God’s people in the midst of their life in darkness and disorder. Without gaining the new heart of Christ and being disciplined in the new creation, we can’t correctly understand the word of truth because our lustful hearts always deceive us causing us to understand things in a double-minded, good and evil fashion. Our incorrect expounding of the word of God will lead others to live a religious life and eventually stand against the truth of the gospel. 

Conclusion

From the Old Testament to the New Testament, God’s decree and predestination had been placed in order and fulfilled at His appointed time. When the time had come, Christ came and the church of Christ was born through His death and resurrection. His decree and predestination are still fulfilled in an orderly manner through His church today. God’s saints who were chosen before creation were sent to earth as the main captains of His kingdom. God has established them as His covenant people very precisely at His appointed time in order to fulfill His mission (reason of displaying genealogies and exact numbers in the bible). Our church mission is very clear. We have to grow up spiritually and follow the same role of preaching and teaching the mystery of Christ as our ancestors. They have tried very hard to expound the word of God and testify to the kingdom of God.  Those who can see the provision of God who transforms our old things into the new thing of God (from darkness to light, from disorder to order) are the true deliverers of the cross. They are the right person who can expound the word of God because they have a heart of mourning for the reality of darkness, yet have confidence in truth by which darkness is transformed into light through the power of Christ.  “And of this gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher.  12 That is why I am suffering as I am. Yet I am not ashamed, because I know whom I have believed, and am convinced that he is able to guard what I have entrusted to him for that day” (2 Timothy 1:11-12)
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