Title: “Faith That Makes Us Look Upon the Cross Alone”
Text: Heb. 12:1-3

Hebrews 12:1-3 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.  2 Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.  3 Consider him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart. 

Summary from last week (#30)

The people for which the world is not worthy are those who try to live their lives in accordance with God’s standard. God considers people to be worthy when they sincerely respond to the ‘faith’ that leads them to Christ’s light and life.  ‘Faith’ continues to expose to us the fictitious reality of the things in the world which people consider to be worthy so that we may more clearly realize the true reality hidden in the mystery of Christ. Like the same way that faith worked upon Moses, Joshua, and Rahab, ‘faith’ leads us not to cling to worldly values but to trust God’s predestined will more and more every day. Faith ultimately establishes us as Christ’s seed who can give birth to His next generation of heirs.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]‘Faith’ also continues to break down our worldly perspectives that have been built like the Tower of Babel and builds in us the new gospel’s world view. As faith grows in us, we begin to perceive more clearly that our new life in Christ is far superior to worldly values and standards. A worldly perspective is centered on the ‘I’ in us that seeks for self-satisfaction whereas the gospel’s perspective is centered on ‘Christ’ and reveals to us the glory of God who brings us His light to overcome our darkness. Experiencing the procedure of ‘self-denial’ that is driven by ‘faith’ is very painful, yet Christ’s new status and authority given to us is realized more fully during its process.  The more clearly we see our own deep darkness by faith, the more confidently we can embrace other’s darkness with mercy and give them true answers to their problems.  Through spiritual training, we will undoubtedly realize that Christ’s life is the fundamental answer to all problems.  Through ‘faith,’ when we enter the world of Christ more deeply, the darkness of our emptiness and chaos leaves us and a new order is established in our inner beings.  As our life becomes more Christ-centered, we even begin to find ourselves free from the bondages of others and even more, we will use our spiritual authority given in Christ to transform others.  Christ promised that we will be given ‘the keys of the kingdom of heaven’ to bind and loose the power of darkness.  “I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind (the power and deception of darkness) on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose (legalistic, religious efforts and burden) on earth will be loosed in heaven” (Matthew 16:19). 

“We are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses”

Here the word ‘Cloud’ symbolizes God’s presence in the bible (Gen.9:1, Exo.40:34). Also, ‘cloud’ represents ‘the Holy Spirit’ who leads God’s people to the way of truth (Deut.31:15, Num.9:21). What is God doing while He is present in the midst of this cloud? After His judgment by flood during the age of Noah, he shows a rainbow in the midst of the clouds to reveal His redemptive covenant for His people.  “I establish my covenant with you: Never again will all life be cut off by the waters of a flood; never again will there be a flood to destroy the earth” (Genesis 9:11 ).  ‘Rainbow’(‘qesheth’) means ‘bow.’ In Revelation 6:2, Jesus Christ riding on a white horse is holding a ‘bow.’ What does he do with a bow? He shoots an arrow to hit and drive out ‘sin’ and eventually to destroy it.  ‘Sin’(‘hamartia’) means ‘missing a mark.’ Our life missed the target of life prepared for us by God after the Fall. Everyone is running toward death because he is held by the power of sin. “The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law” (1 Cor. 15:56). However, Jesus Christ destroyed the power of sin by shooting the arrow of the cross and turned around the destiny of our life so that we can now walk toward the exact target of truth in Him.

The rainbow in the clouds symbolizes ‘Christ’s coming with the clouds’ (Rev.1:7) in the last day. A rainbow appears in seven colors. The seven colors symbolize God’s perfect covenant for our salvation.  How does His covenant work out? Our savior finally came in the flesh at His appointed time and plainly revealed the whole truth predestined by God. He will come back again to judge the world after His harvest is finished through His church.

In today’s text, we can spiritually see that “we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses” (v.1). “A great cloud” are God’s servants who witnessed the mystery of Christ by faith.  The ‘surrounded’(‘perikeimai’) means “be bound with.” From the beginning of creation, every chosen people of God has been led by the Spirit in order to reveal the mystery of Christ to others. Their lives have been bound to witnessing to the truth of the cross. That same faith commands us now to follow the same path. We are also bound with the bondage of their faithful life to the cross.  We will experience the same work of faith, testify to the same story of the cross, and go through the same sufferings for the sake of the gospel. At the last day, Jesus Christ coming with the clouds will come and finally save us from all our sufferings and hardships.  “And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God.  4 He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away” (Revelation 21:3-4). 

What shall we do now until we reach the final destination predestined for us? “Let us throw off everything that hinders (‘ogkos’: heavy burden that causes to bend) and the sin that so easily entangles (‘euperistatos’: very good and firm worldly standards and values surrounding us), and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us” (v.1).  We have to keep discerning our heavy burdens and sins that entangles us. When temptations come, our hearts immediately feel this burden.  Our hearts and minds become more bent and crooked when the work of the grace of ‘faith’ is absent.  We have to see how temptations keep building thick barricades around us with worldly values and standards so that the gospel can’t be established as the true gospel in us. The most obstructive reasons for the work of the gospel are in us.  In order to break them down, God allows temptations in our life. ‘Faith’ leads us to face them like the high wall of Jericho outside of us so that we may recognize the higher wall of Jericho inside of us.  The grace of all grace is to first realize the reality of our deep darkness.  When we truly become free from our own deep darkness (all the legalistic, religious, and humanistic bondages) through Christ, we begin to truly overcome all the visible obstacles that surround us. That is the true freedom that we can deeply enjoy only through the gospel and furthermore, we can then demonstrate the same power of freedom for others. 

What is the race that we must finish by faith? From the time when the ‘faith’ of Christ enters in us, our spiritual race begins on earth.  “Similarly, if anyone competes as an athlete, he does not receive the victor's crown unless he competes according to the rules (‘self-denial,’ ‘union with Christ alone’, etc.)” (2 Tim. 2:5). When ‘faith’ justifies us as God’s children (justification), we begin to walk the path of ‘sanctification’ until we reach our final destiny. “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.  29 For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.  30 And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified” (Romans 8:28-30).  The process of our sanctification is not merely ‘self-discipline’ that is for us to resemble the image of Jesus Christ. But ‘faith’ wants to transform our whole being to be that of ‘Christ.’ For this reason, the word of life has to keep breaking our deep darkness and recreating us as new beings who can share the life-giving spirit with others like Christ did.  This process takes a long time of suffering. We have to keep cheering for each other’s race in word and prayer so that no one remains stagnant when he encounters stumbling blocks but overcomes them by faith.

When we feel suffering during our race of faith, “let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith” (v.2). why do we feel suffering during our race? If it is merely a religious training, it won’t be too hard. During the ministry of Jesus, there were many religious groups (Pharisees, Sadducees, etc.)  that exercised their own beliefs and gained their wealth and fame under the Roman’s rule.  However, the followers of Jesus Christ weren’t welcome but were persecuted, especially by other religious groups. What is the reason?  “But we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles” (1 Corinthians 1:23). The gospel goes in the completely opposite direction of the Jews and Greeks. The way of the cross which Christ demonstrated can’t be correctly understood from man’s point of view but is naturally resisted by people, especially whose minds are religious.  The event of the cross only reveals God’s sovereign will and provision to His own people.  ‘Faith’ tells us that God has driven and will drive all of His chosen people to the place and time of the cross more closely in order to tightly unite them all with Christ.  “He made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ,  10 to be put into effect(‘oikonomia’: stewardship, running the house of God with His law) when the times(‘kairos’- God’s appointed time) will have reached their fulfillment(‘completeness’)-- to bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ” (Ephesians 1:9-10). The ‘cross’ is the one and only, final event in which the word of God’s covenant was completely fulfilled and God’s administrative method was fully revealed.  To God’s saints, the place of the cross is their grave. It indicates that our worldly time-table is over. All of our worldly standards, values, judgments, and thoughts are buried and completely put to death there.  From a spiritual perspective, all of our sins were buried under the cross for three days with Jesus Christ. And then, we were resurrected through the power of the Holy Spirit so that we can completely live a new life designed by God for the rest of our days. Every day, we find the true reality of life as we live a life of self-denial, by which the old ‘I’ is gone and the new ‘I’ is recreated in us through Christ.  We carry the image of Christ within us, witness to the light of Christ, and give birth to the descendants of Christ until the last day that God calls us to live. Every temptation, hardship, and suffering is now an hour of blessing because ‘faith’ turns them over for us to find the true reality of the gospel that God already prepared for us. “Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day” (2 Cor.4:16).

‘The author and perfecter of our faith’ Jesus Christ received ‘such opposition from sinful men’ and scorned its shame because of the joy for which His people would fully find and enjoy through the cross.  “For the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.  3 Consider him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart. What kind of joy is this? “If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father's commands and remain in his love.  11 I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.  12 My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you” (John 15:10-12).  Through Christ, we became God’s sons who perfectly kept His law and as a result, we can remain in His love. Also, we gained a new authority and power to exercise His perfect love for others.  For this joy, the suffering of the cross is inevitable for everyone who is predestined to remain in His love. The true reality of ‘faith’ is more clearly revealed in the midst of our temptation, suffering, shame, and fear because they are nothing but a tool to fulfill God’s predestined will for us. When we face problems that cause us to disappoint, be desperate, and fall into shame, the most powerful source for an answer Is always available for us. That is the ‘cross.’ We just need to bring ourselves nearer to the place of the cross and listen to the voice of God who wants to give us the best answer, one that we can never find from people.  What is the cross? All of our sins were forgiven through the cross. All of the barricades that block our eyes to see truth were destroyed through the cross. So, when we come to the cross nearer and nearer, we can see the true answers perfectly predestined by God for us and gain true joy and hope for the future. But no one will come nearer to the cross unless they become really weak and broken. The power of Christ is made perfect in our weakness. “But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." Therefore, I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me” (2 Corinthians 12:9).

Conclusion
Let us clearly understand the nature of faith working in us. ‘Faith’ begins to break up the fictitious reality that has been built in us so that the reality of the cross comes nearer to us.  The image of Christ is restored in us and God’s mission is performed through us when that false reality is being broken down.  ‘Faith’ brings us to the cross as close as possible by allowing many temptations and hardships in our lives.  When we come close and stand with the cross together as one body, we can correctly understand and overcome the darkness and even more, effectively bring the light of Christ over others’ darkness.  We are not alone. There are so many clouds of witnesses cheering for the race that we are running by faith.   Let our faith be strengthened every day so that we may finish our race completely.
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