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Acts 27:33-44  Just before dawn Paul urged them all to eat. "For the last fourteen days," he said, "you have been in constant suspense and have gone without food-- you haven't eaten anything.  34 Now I urge you to take some food. You need it to survive. Not one of you will lose a single hair from his head."  35 After he said this, he took some bread and gave thanks to God in front of them all. Then he broke it and began to eat.  36 They were all encouraged and ate some food themselves.  37 Altogether there were 276 of us on board.  38 When they had eaten as much as they wanted, they lightened the ship by throwing the grain into the sea.  39 When daylight came, they did not recognize the land, but they saw a bay with a sandy beach, where they decided to run the ship aground if they could.  40 Cutting loose the anchors, they left them in the sea and at the same time untied the ropes that held the rudders. Then they hoisted the foresail to the wind and made for the beach.  41 But the ship struck a sandbar and ran aground. The bow stuck fast and would not move, and the stern was broken to pieces by the pounding of the surf.  42 The soldiers planned to kill the prisoners to prevent any of them from swimming away and escaping.  43 But the centurion wanted to spare Paul's life and kept them from carrying out their plan. He ordered those who could swim to jump overboard first and get to land.  44 The rest were to get there on planks or on pieces of the ship. In this way everyone reached land in safety.

Summary from last week (#65)
God is God of covenant. To fulfill His promise, He chose His people before creation, calls them at His appointed time, unites them with Christ, and carries out the work of recreation through their lives. The new creation is quietly worked out within the life of His people to whom God gave faith. The Holy Spirit comes like a wind and awakes His people from their deep sleep so that they may see the glory of God who brings them into the light of life out of darkness. Furthermore, the wind is changed to a storm in order to break down all the worldly values to which we have a hold as a treasure of life. In the midst of this gale of wind, we begin to realize our new amazing status and authority that was already predetermined by Christ.  Unless the stormy wind harshly shakes and forcibly pulls us from the middle seat where we stand as the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, we won’t step back ever from this seat of pride.  God uses the wind as His messenger to recreate us as ones who yield their steering handle of life to Christ and follow the way of the cross in trust.  Accepting Christ as the tree of life and bringing Him to the middle seat of our lives is the ultimate purpose of God’s new creation. Therefore, to God’s saints, a gale is the sign of God’s covenant and a means of grace to fulfill His divine promise for His people.  In the midst of darkness, God uses us as His prophets, priests, and kings who proclaim the message of His salvation and judgment of the world.  This divine calling begins first with our own family quietly.  And then it will gradually spread to our neighbors, communities, and nations through the community of faith in Christ.  The more we get to know God’s amazing love and grace granted for His saints, the more we can’t stop praising and giving thanks to Him.


Now I urge you to take some food. You need it to survive. Not one of you will lose a single hair from his head."  35 After he said this, he took some bread and gave thanks to God in front of them all. Then he broke it and began to eat.  36 They were all encouraged and ate some food themselves.  37 Altogether there were 276 of us on board.  

While everyone is losing their hope of salvation in the midst of a violent storm, Paul clearly hears God’s plan and his faith becomes stronger. He realized that this rough journey is caused by God’s provision. He proclaims the word of God’s covenant, “It will happen just as He told me.” Although his faith was strengthened by the messenger of God in the midst of darkness, the present situation becomes worse. The ship is about to be wrecked very soon.  What is the purpose of God for their journey?  God is training Paul, an evangelist of the gospel, as the spiritual captain of the ship in order to save the life of “two hundred seventy six’ persons on board.  

We have to learn an important lesson from this passage. It shows how very important status of God’s people who take a voyage with others in life is.  God’s saints are called to carry His mission as prophets, deliverers of God’s message. Who was the captain of their ship? It was the pilot and centurion. However, when the violent storm came and drove them in darkness for many days, they all lost the hope of life and now just wait for the moment of death. Everything they hold onto as their values such as knowledge, authority, and status becomes unworthy and useless.  Then, the message of life is proclaimed through a messenger of God, Paul. He becomes the captain of the ship and begins to lead their voyage.  He comforts them by delivering God’s message given to him, “God has graciously given you the lives of all who sail with you” (v.24). To God’s eyes, one who has the message of life becomes the captain of the voyage. “For the Scripture says to Pharaoh: "I raised you up for this very purpose, that I might display my power in you and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth” (Romans 9:17).  “I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you” (Genesis 12:3).  “Graciously given” (karizomai) means in Greek means “freely forgive” or “show favor.” It is the message about salvation. The life of a man is doomed to fall into the cursed sea after rowing his own ship with all of his strength in his lifetime. However, by God’s grace, the message of grace that freely forgives their sins is proclaimed to a certain group riding on the same ship with an evangelist.  God’s salvation reserved for them is declared by one person who has the living message of the gospel.  By the grace in which they got aboard a ship with Paul, a prophet and an evangelist of God who was called to do a mission of the gospel, the light of salvation comes upon them.  Of course, we can’t tell that they are truly saved by accepting Jesus Christ as their own savoir. However, from a spiritual perspective, this scene delivers a clear message to us; people who can’t save themselves, but must die in the midst of their darkness come out of the sea of death through an evangelist of God who possesses the living message of the gospel. 

Now, the captain of the ship is the evangelist Paul. He prophesies that, “we must run aground on some island” (v.26).  Just as he said, after fourteen days, the sailors sensed they were approaching land. They had already lost all hope of being saved. Even after Paul’s prophecy, for fourteen days more, they were being driven across the sea. The word, “driven”(diaphero) in Greek also means “to be more excellent,” “to bear through”, “to surpass” (see Matt.10:31, 12:12, 1 Cor.15:41, Rom.2:18).  When we feel like giving up in a time of crisis, we have to realize that all is done according to God’s time-schedule that fulfills His best plan for us. It could be the time of ‘self-denial’ in order to bear the most precious fruit that God desires for us.
 
Their voyage continued for fourteen days more (7+7:  symbolizing a journey of covenant) after Paul’s prophecy and it became worse than before. They couldn’t eat anything at all during that time. But it was a necessary process for the words of salvation to be fulfilled upon them. They almost died after the fourteen days of fasting. The seed of salvation can’t fall on dirty ground and bear true fruit. It must be sown on good ground where our lustful desire of good and evil is completely consumed. “Sow for yourselves righteousness, reap the fruit of unfailing love, and break up your unplowed ground; for it is time to seek the LORD, until he comes and showers righteousness on you” (Hosea 10:12).  We can’t change our hearts and become a good ground with our own efforts. God has to renew our old ground through the power of the Holy Spirit. Until then, our job is to continuously seek God’s prefect righteousness with a heart of mourning for our sin. 

On the fourteenth day, Paul encourages them to eat and says, “You need it to survive. Not one of you will lose a single hair from his head." Paul again reaffirms their complete salvation through the word. “Indeed, the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Don't be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows” (Luke12:7). God knows us perfectly and reigns over all things in order for us to receive His perfect salvation. God takes full responsibility and redeems us with unceasing love and patience.  The reign of Christ over all things is aimed to serve people belonging to Him. “And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church,  23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way” (Ephesians 1:22 - 2:1).  God’s interest is solely focused upon His church.  Everything is under God’s sovereign rule for the purpose of saving and calling His elected people. 

Paul takes some “bread” (altos: symbolizing the bread of life) and gives thanks to God in front of them before breaking it and eating it together with them.  This is the same scene just like when Jesus led the Lord’s communion with His disciples (Matt. 26:26).  God made them all fast for fourteen days in order to give them the true bread.   “Giving thanks”(eucharisteo<Eu(good) + karizomai(freely forgive) is an act of showing gratitude for God’s unconditional forgiveness and perfect love. “Breaking” bread also symbolizes Jesus’ suffering death for our sin.  As a result, we are saved and can spiritually receive the true bread of life. Paul truly gives thanks to God because he has learned that God’s amazing sovereignty and supreme power are working behind his rough journey.  He saw that after all God saved all the sinners on the ship according to His promise. Even more, he realizes how important his role as an ambassador of Christ is while everyone loses their minds in deep darkness.  The entire journey was evidently set up to train and establish Paul more strongly as God’s messenger before his going to Rome.  After receiving Paul’s ministry, they are encouraged and begin to eat some food.  Their fear and desperation were transformed into joy and hope. Just as Paul did, God’s saints should grow spiritually in order to perform the same mission. We should be ready to give service to others by playing the role of prophet, priest, and king for the sake of their salvation.  After eating the food blessed by God, all two hundred seventy six people gain new strength in their souls and bodies. 

.  42 The soldiers planned to kill the prisoners to prevent any of them from swimming away and escaping.  43 But the centurion wanted to spare Paul's life and kept them from carrying out their plan. He ordered those who could swim to jump overboard first and get to land.  44 The rest were to get there on planks or on pieces of the ship. In this way everyone reached land in safety

As prophesied by Paul, they have to give up their own ship. The ship begins to break into pieces by the pounding of the surf. Therefore, they have to jump into the sea and swim to get to land. “In this way everyone reached(‘diasozo’: to keep alive, to completely save) land in safety.”  By the guidance of an evangelist of the gospel, all the people on the ship would keep their lives and finally reach land safely.  The journey of their voyage ended up with a completely different destiny after their severe fight with a violent storm for many days at the risk of their lives.  Everything was lost, but their lives were kept safely. It was because of one evangelist aboard the ship with them.  They are saved from darkness through a messenger who had the living message of the gospel.  People have to come out of the cursed sea and reach land to be saved. It is only possible when they are with God’s messenger. “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea” (Rev.21:1). God sends a gale to take away the steering wheel of our ship so that we can be saved from the cursed sea and led to land safely through the guidance of His messenger. This is the journey of our salvation that leads us to become a new creation by God’s grace. Unless God sends a violent storm, the new creation is impossible for us to obtain. Furthermore, we can’t receive the blessing of salvation if an evangelist of the gospel isn’t present with us.

Conclusion
.
In God’s eyes, one who possesses the living message of the gospel is the captain of the voyage in the life of the people. Those who are considered to be main characters are just extras in the play set up by God.  When a gale comes, they will be thrown into the cursed sea. However, God sends true captains to save those to whom God wants to show mercy.  When a gale comes, God’s messengers also suffer together. Yet, their faith becomes stronger as if a treasure like a pearl is found in their deep darkness. They have to proclaim the message of life in the darkness and perform ministry in word and prayer for those who are dying in darkness. Let us all grow together in Christ and live as evangelists of the gospel to save our loved family and neighbors who still want to steer their ship with their own strength.  Let us again realize the great status and authority entrusted to us by God for the sake of the gospel. 
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