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Text: Hebrews 1:1-4  

In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways,  2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the universe.  3 The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.  4 So he became as much superior to the angels as the name he has inherited is superior to theirs. 

Meaning of ‘Hebrew’

The people of Israel are also called ‘Hebrews.” The Hebrews are “sons of Eber” (Gen. 10:21). “Eber” was the descendant of “Noah” and “Shem.” They were all descendants of God’s covenants who were saved through the Ark of Noah from the flood of God’s judgment. “Eber” and “Hebrew” have the same root-word, “Abar,” which means, “to pass over.” (“Hebrew”< “Ibriy”: “one from beyond,” “passing over from the opposite side, from east,” < “aw-bar”: “to pass over, to conceive a baby, to begin to see God’s house being established”). The ancestor of Eber is ‘Shem’ which means “name,” or “The word that was distinguished.” In summary, “Hebrews” are those who are separated from the world, delivered from the East side that opposes God to the other side where God is present, and established as an indwelling place of God.

The word, “Hebrew” was first used to point to Abraham (Gen. 14:13). Afterwards, the word was also used toward the people of Israel (see. “the Hebrew babies”(Exo.2:7), “a fellow Hebrew” (Deut.15:12), “his Hebrew slaves” (Jer.34:9), “a Hebrew of Hebrews” (Phil.3:5)).  What is the purpose of ones who became “Hebrews,” ones who were passed over? It is to be separated from the world of darkness. Once they belonged to a group of idols. But now they were bought into the light out of darkness after God called them. For example, Abraham was called by God to cross the river Euphrates in order to enter into the Promised Land, Canaan, from Ur of the Chaldeans.  Afterwards, Isaac and Jacob had to live their lives in a tent by faith in the wilderness and keep moving from place to place in order to be distinguished from the worldly people living close by. Led by Joseph, the people of Israel had to go into Egypt and live there for a while, but at God’s appointed time, they had to come out of Egypt and pass over the Red Sea under the leadership of Moses. Afterwards, for forty years, they had to live a austere life separate from the Gentiles by keeping the law and sacrificing in the center of God’s tabernacle. Then, they finally entered into the Promised Land with Joshua by crossing the river of Jordan.  The bible keep testifying to the life of God’s people as “ones who pass over” to be on the side of God.  Today, God’s church was established through the merit of Jesus Christ as a living temple of God united with the Holy Spirit.  The church members are true “Hebrews” who have already crossed from this world to the kingdom of God. However, in reality, God’s saints have to keep passing over to stand on the side of God while living in the world.  The world is a spiritual training field for God’s saints to truly realize who they are and where they fit in the gospel. 

The background of Hebrews
The author of Hebrews is not clearly identified in its epistle. So, many scholars have assumed its authorship by Paul, Apollo, Philip, etc. Historically, Paul has been recognized as a main author by many theologians, yet today many other scholars also consider a Jewish Christian who had a Hellenism background to be a real author of the book.  Regardless of these different assertions off its authorship, the book of Hebrews was strongly recognized as an apostolic epistle written to the audience of Jewish Christians. It is because there are many quotes used from the Old Testament in this epistle.  In addition, as the writer mentions in many parts in regard to the Old Testament law and sacrifice so the audience was already expected to have knowledge in these areas.  The book of Hebrews was written around AD 64 when the persecution against Christians began to arise in Rome.  So, many Jewish Christians faced a great challenge to keep up their faith. During their hardship, many of them were discouraged and fell into religious and legalistic temptations attempting to turn back to their old Judaism. The book of Hebrews is a kind of apologetic letter. The writer continues to emphasize the superiority of Christianity over Judaism.  The key theme of Hebrews is the supremacy of Christ whose name is above all names and who became our eternal high priest and the perfect mediator for our salvation. Therefore, God’s saints have to realize and experience the superior work of Christ and live a superior life in all things by faith in Him.  Hebrews can be divided into three large sections: The Superiority of Christ in His person (1:1-7:28), The Superiority of Christ in His work (8;1-10:18), The Superiority of Christ in His people’s lives (10:19-13:25).  

“In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways,  2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the universe” (v.v1-2)  
What are the messages spoken by our forefather in the past, for over four thousand years, in many times and many various ways? It is about the revelation of Christ. What is the Gods’ covenantal will displayed during the seven days of creation? “27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.  28 God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground." (Genesis 1:27-28).  “The image of God” is “Christ” (Col.1:5). The word, “Image” in Hebrew (‘tselem’) means “to catch and teach in truth.” Christ is the word of truth (John 1:1-13). God created man by the word of truth and commanded him to rule over the world with the knowledge and mind of Christ. When he lives in such a way, his life is considered to be true worthy in God’s eyes. However, the first man fell into sin by eating the forbidden fruit. He lost the image of Christ in him. The word of life left him. But what is God’s covenant? The word of life must come back to us and never leave us again. God must recreate us so that we can’t fall back into the same sin. In other words, we have to become an indwelling place where God can be present all the time. His will be done not through our power, but through His own power.  We can’t build a house for God to stay with us forever.  God has to build Himself His own house within us so He may stay with us forever.  “11 I will put my dwelling place among you, and I will not abhor you.  12 I will walk among you and be your God, and you will be my people” (Leviticus 26:11-12, see Eze. 37:26-28). “14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling (‘skenoo’: to abide in a tabernacle) among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth” (John 1:14).   What is the condition of God’s children who were born again in the form of God’s new creation? The first Adam tried to dwell in the house of God to enjoy His life, yet he was able to sin. But the new Adam became God’s dwelling place where he could give God’s life to others and also perfectly triumph over any temptation of sin (walking with God  indwelling place,  a living being  a life-giving Spirit (1 Cor.15:45),  able to sin  not able to sin).

What is the first covenant that God made after the Fall in order to make His people in the form of a new creation? “And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel” (Gen. 3:15).  Until Jesus Christ came on earth, the chosen descendants of Adam had to live a holy life by faith, yet many times they failed and continued to realize how wicked they were in God’s eyes. They were the ‘women’ (the sinful men, yet descendants who received God’s life by His grace and continue to give birth to sons of His covenant until Christ arrived) chosen by God to live as an antitype of Christ and reveal the coming of Christ.  They had to live in various forms such as prophets, priests, and kings to witness to the mystery of Christ in the midst of their hardship in the wilderness. Therefore, after the Fall, the first incident that immediately reveals the mystery of Chris is Cain’s killing his brother, Abel.  Cain gave his sacrifice to God in a legalistic way with his own effort. But when he found that his brother, Abel, who gave his sacrifice according to God’s covenant got favor by God, he killed him. Abel was an antitype of Christ, so his death implies the death of Christ by the condemnation of the law. The mission of his life was fulfilled in this way.  Through his death the wicked sin of man was exposed to God’s eyes.  “To Jesus the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel” (Heb. 12:24). The death of Christ was already revealed through the death of Abel from the very beginning. God continues to reveal the will of His salvation and judgment toward the world through a form like Noah’s Ark which symbolizes Christ. Afterwards, another form of Christ was revealed through the four generations, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph. Christ who would come as the Son of God sitting at His right hand and also who would share the bread of truth with mankind was more concretely revealed through their lives.  In addition to these examples, we can see many other places in the Old Testament that show the same revelation repeatedly and.

Finally, the personification of the Word came on earth. God spoke His message through His Son very clearly and delivered the complete message of His salvation through Christ.  Now through His church, the perfect revelation given through Christ is preached and taught to all nations. When is the last day? The last days began with the first coming of Christ and will end with His second coming. The age of the church, the age of the Hoy Spirit, and the age of new creation belongs to the last day. “He was chosen before the creation of the world, but was revealed in these last times for your sake” (1 Peter 1:20). “Dear children, this is the last hour; and as you have heard that the antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have come. This is how we know it is the last hour” (1 John 2:18). The last day has already been around almost two thousand years. It seems that the coming of Christ is too delayed. Some people insist that our present phenomena such as wars and disasters are the signs of the last day.  Others points to certain people as anti-Christs, saying that that concrete sign shows that the end of the world is very near.   They do not understand what is the more important truth about the last day. The real sign of the last day is the emergence of true churches on earth and the full presence of Christ working through His churches. In other words, in the midst of deep darkness, we will see more powerful works of Christ who brings true freedom to the captives and healing to the blind and deaf spiritually as well as physically. “26 I tell you the truth, you will not get out until you have paid the last penny” (Matthew 5:26).  In the context of this passage, Jesus continued to explain about the  function of the law. Everyone will die in God’s judgment because of the condemnation of the law. However, if we can pay the “last penny” (‘eschatos kodrantes”: last ¼, the fourth part of, the least measurement of a Roman coin), we will get out of prison. “The last penny” symbolizes our union with Jesus who came as the least of all. Let us see another example of how this word is used in another. Jesus watched a poor widow putting in two very small copper coins, “worth only a fraction of a penny (‘kodrantes’).” He compared her offering to that of the teacher of the law, saying that “They all gave out of their wealth, but she, out of her poverty, put in everything- all she had to live on” (Mark 12:38-44). Jesus paid a complement to her not because she made an offering devotedly in the midst of her poverty but because she offered herself united with the mind of Christ. That offering is a sign that testifies to her as a true descendant of David.  The smallest amount of money (‘kodrantes’) signifies her faith believing that Jesus is the Lord and his own savior and her union with Christ (‘I’ united with God of the Trinity, the ‘I’ becomes the fourth part of God’s tabernacle, like Joseph was the fourth generation who finally became one who could share the bread of life).  Those who confess that Jesus is everything in their lives and give themselves who are united with Jesus to God will surely come out of ‘prison’ (the judgment and condemnation of the law). They are the true descendants of David. As the last day draws near, there will appear more of God’s children whose own true faith is in the gospel on earth.

Conclusion
Men try to fight to step over others and stand on the highest place.  We can see this in the daily struggles and fights between individuals, family members, communities, and nations. Sometimes, they use their political, economical, and religious force to win over others and become superior to all. However, they do not know that they will sit on their seat only for a very short time and will fall into the eternal fire soon.  In order to make His people realize the truth about their sins and His righteousness, God had revealed the necessity for Christ in various forms for a few thousand years and finally sent Christ, Himself, at His appointed time to completely save us from our sins. God revealed the superiority of Christ in His work through the cross and sent the Spirit of the resurrected Christ in order to give birth to His Church. God only considers those who realize and enjoy the superiority of Christ as truly worthy in His last day. Let us strive to realize more and more the mystery of Christ and live our lives as true deliverers of the cross until Jesus Christ comes back. 
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