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Text:: Hebrews 1:1-3 (#2)
Hebrews 1:1-3  NIV Hebrews 1:1 In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways,  2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the universe.  3 The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.

Summary from Last week (#1)

‘Hebrews’ are ones who already ‘passed over’ from their world to God’s kingdom in Christ, so, they have to live a life of wilderness in this world. Their mission is to play the role of ‘Christ’ in whom they eat the daily bread of life.  They are built as God’s indwelling place. To live life as a ‘Hebrew,’ God’s saints must train themselves spiritually so that they serve and rule over their circumstances with the mind of Christ’s life-giving Spirit. Satan tries to tempt us to stand alone being separated from God’s side and tries to confuse our minds not to realize the amazing truth that we already crossed the cursed river and were perfectly united with Christ by God’s grace. We should know how to use the sword of God’s word and resist the word of lies through prayer. 

The answer to all problems is within us. God’s saints should learn to find a key message in the midst of their hardships. More important than our problem-solving is our mature growth in Christ through problems. Through walking in the valley of darkness, we learn to be God’s partakers who think and behave with the Christ-centered mind.  The true light and life of Christ is discovered when our deep darkness is collapsed and scattered in the deeper darkness. The nature of sin strongly holds men and deceives them into being owners of their lives. Sin makes men hate to stand on God’ side and serve Him. That is the nature of our lustful desire for good and evil that is rooted in our minds. Satan changed the order of God’s creation to its opposite. The totally depraved men even try to make God their servants and use His word to become kings of the world. The death of Christ only makes us able to come out of the cursed Egypt and enter into the promised land of God.  God tore apart the wall that blocked the way for us to be on the side of God. And then He completely shut the cursed door once we passed over.  As a result, we can’t go back to our old ways but have to be with God all the time enjoying true peace and perfect rest in Him. “For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility,  15 by abolishing in his flesh the law with its commandments and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new man out of the two, thus making peace,  16 and in this one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility” (Ephesians 2:14-16).  The purpose of Christians who become “Hebrews” is to be God’s dwelling place through which they serve God as their Father, friend, and fellow worker. 

“But in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the universe” (v.2) 
The Old Testament had spoken about the ‘Son,’ and after the ‘Son’ came and gave birth to His church, God has revealed His perfect will more concretely through His church.  The Individual churches that God desires are ones who grow as an image of His ‘only begotten’ Son, Jesus Christ. We shouldn’t consider Jesus Christ as a creature because He came in the form of a son. The reason why we have had many heretics in history comes from misunderstanding the relationship between God and Christ Jesus. They have literally read the bible and randomly speculated about the nature of Jesus Christ in order to fulfill their lustful ambition and desire (e.g. Mormons, Jehovah Witness, Seven Adventists, Unification, etc.)

The bible testifies to Christ Jesus as “the only begotten from the Father” (John 1:14) or “His only begotten Son” (1 John 4:9).  “Only begotten” (‘monogenes’: ‘mono’: one and only < ‘meno’: dwell, remain + ‘ginomai’: to become) means “to get united and indwell together.” How did Jesus describe His relationship with the Father?  “With the glory I had with you before the world began”(John 17:5), “All I have is yours, and all you have is mine” (John 17:10), “That all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me” (John 17:21).  This is the mystery of ‘Trinity.” From the beginning, the work of creation was done by the God of Trinity (Gen. 1:2, 27). God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit (three distinct persons) who have one substance. God the Son who has always united with and remained in God the Father proceeded to do the work of redemption together and came down to earth in the flesh at His appointed time to complete their redemptive plan for His people. That was Jesus Christ. He came to recreate His beloved people as God’s ‘only begotten sons’ just like Him so that they would also remain in God the Father eternally. Of course, we won’t gain the same substance of God. Yet we will participate in His divine nature and enjoy the same honor that Jesus received from God. “That all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.  22 I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one:  23 I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me” (John 17:21-23). 

God commanded Abraham to give his son, Isaac, as a burnt offering. "Take your son, your only (‘yahid’ – one and only < ‘yahad’: union) son, Isaac, whom you love, and go to the region of Moriah  (“Golgotha” where Jesus was crucified). Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains I will tell you about” (Genesis 22:2). What is the core message that God wants to deliver to us through this incident? His purpose was not to tempt Abraham’s faith if he could obey God’s command or not(see Gen.22:1 “test”(‘nacah’) – not the same temptation by Satan, but to test and approve his faith in Him).  We shouldn’t tell others to obey God like Abraham by giving their best treasure to God. That is the false message and being a false prophet in God’s eyes. Through this incident, God already reveals the death and resurrection of the coming Messiah, His only begotten Son for the sake of our redemption. 

Abraham had to experience and reveal the mystery of Christ, His only begotten Son. Therefore, he had to give birth to the promised seed of God who would be born through the power of the Holy Spirit (Christ Jesus was also born through the power of the Holy Spirit, yet sinless – ‘born of the virgin Mary’). He was a type of Christ and should give birth to the same type of Christ in his descendant. The Apostle Paul interpreted that the ‘seed’ promised to Abraham was ‘Christ’ in his epistle (Gal.3:16). Although Ishmael was born as the first born, he couldn’t be the ‘only begotten’ son because his birth had nothing to do with God’s promise, so he couldn’t experience and unite with the divine nature of God. Those who stand on God’s side and unite with His divinity are considered to be His ‘only sons.’ That is why Abraham went through many hardships in the wilderness to learn God’s provision and finally gained a ‘one and only begotten’ son by the power of God at his hundred years of age (‘100’ symbolizing God’s appointed time – ‘kairos’).  When Isaac grew up, God commanded Abraham to take up his son (“your only son”) to the mountain of Moriah to sacrifice him as a burnt offering.  Isaac was also a type of Christ, so he had to testify to the death and resurrection of Christ in a certain way.  Because Abraham’s faith grew to the point where he understood the loving heart of God the Father toward His Son (“the only begotten Son in the bosom of the Father”- John 1:18), he could naturally obey God’s command. “Abraham reasoned that God could raise the dead, and figuratively speaking, he did receive Isaac back from death” (Heb. 11:19).  He didn’t just have faith and hope that God would make his son physically alive again although he died. He truly realized the mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection in which he and his son would be recreated as God’s “only begotten sons.” That God-given faith made him carry out such an action of sacrifice in joy and trust.  In spite of many failures and disobedience by Abraham in his past years, God faithfully led him to believe and understand His righteousness by which he would be born as His ‘only begotten son’ and also give birth to the ‘only begotten’ descendant. Through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, God’s perfect righteousness is revealed. We can see that both Abraham and Isaac were learning that great truth at the moment of giving Isaac as a living sacrifice.  God consider those who experience this mystery of Christ through God-given faith to be ‘the righteous’ in His eyes.  “For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: "The righteous will live by faith” (Rom.1:17).  The account of Abraham’s giving a sacrifice of his son testifies to how God’s redemptive grace would recreate His chosen seeds as His ‘only begotten sons’ through Christ.  The message is not about Abraham’s faithful obedience to God’s command but about God’s faithfulness to make Abraham trust His command. 

Every descendant of Christ had to live in this way. Through God-given faith, they had to experience the reality of Christ and testify to their life as the ‘only begotten’ sons of God in various ways. “The only begotten” means “one and only being” but also “solitary and barren being.” In God’s eyes, His saints are His most precious and beloved people, yet in the midst of the darkness of the world, they have to realize how solitary and barren they are apart from the life of Christ. “Deliver my life from the sword, my precious (‘only’ – ‘yachid’) life from the power of the dogs” (Psalm 22:20). “Turn to me and be gracious to me, for I am lonely (‘yachid’) and afflicted” (Psalm 25:16, see more in Psalm 35;17, 68:6).  Our experience of solitude and barrenness is the very necessary element for us to gain truth faith in which we find Christ and unite with Him so that we will be recreated as God’s ‘only begotten’ sons. By God’s grace, our deep darkness will be more exposed, and our hearts will be mourned in the midst of our solitude and barrenness.  God allows such hardship in our lives so that we will realize our true identity as ‘prodigal’ sons who are completely separate from our Father, yet desperately mourn for our return to Him. "And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and supplication. They will look on me, the one they have pierced, and they will mourn for him as one mourns for an only child, and grieve bitterly for him as one grieves for a firstborn son” (Zech. 12:10).  Blessed is the one who truly realizes what his sin is and mourn for his sin. We are all murderers who killed God’s only begotten Son in His eyes. But if we truly repent of our sin, the Holy Spirit will renew our mind and recreate us as His ‘only begotten’ sons through the merit of His only begotten Son Jesus.  God’s grace leads us to mourn for our sins.  In addition, the heart of our Father who mourns for the death of his only begotten son will be poured out upon us. 

Conclusion

From the perspective of God’s grace in the gospel, let us see our beings and our beloved families. If we don’t realize the mystery of Christ correctly, we will naturally serve our God as an idol. But if we realize why Christ came as God’s only begotten Son, our world view will be totally changed. In Christ, we will also begin to see ourselves as very important ‘begotten sons’ of God and run toward the important mission entrusted to his ‘begotten sons’ by God.   Look at all the fights in the world. Being servants of the devil, they endlessly fight with each other for their self-satisfaction and glorification. Let us grow up as God’s ‘only begotten sons’ through faith in His grace and deeply enjoy the mystery of Christ every day.  Having patience with Christ’s mind, let us keep finding the lost sheep through the work of evangelism and mission.
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