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Hebrews 7:1-10  This Melchizedek was king of Salem and priest of God Most High. He met Abraham returning from the defeat of the kings and blessed him,  2 and Abraham gave him a tenth of everything. First, his name means "king of righteousness"; then also, "king of Salem" means "king of peace."  3 Without father or mother, without genealogy, without beginning of days or end of life, like the Son of God he remains a priest forever.  4 Just think how great he was: Even the patriarch Abraham gave him a tenth of the plunder!  5 Now the law requires the descendants of Levi who become priests to collect a tenth from the people-- that is, their brothers-- even though their brothers are descended from Abraham.  6 This man, however, did not trace his descent from Levi, yet he collected a tenth from Abraham and blessed him who had the promises.  7 And without doubt the lesser person is blessed by the greater.  8 In the one case, the tenth is collected by men who die; but in the other case, by him who is declared to be living.  9 One might even say that Levi, who collects the tenth, paid the tenth through Abraham,  10 because when Melchizedek met Abraham, Levi was still in the body of his ancestor.

Summary from last week (#15)
The life of saint is continuously being built within God’s divine promise and oath. So, in order to reach our final destiny, we have to keep ourselves in the dwelling and filling of the Holy Spirit. The seed of ‘blessing’, Christ entered in us and keeps bearing abundant fruit of His life. The journey of suffering is very necessary for us to experience this life-bearing fruit. Suffering sharpens our faith and awakes our mission entrusted by Christ. We must correctly understand Jesus’ command in regard to ‘suffering’ and keep bearing our tasks in patience.   Suffering doesn’t come just from outside. The real suffering that we have to seriously consider is caused by the problem of distortion and perversion of the gospel.  It can easily happen within our minds.  When we accept Christ, our souls are recreated and gain a spiritually new structure. The Holy Spirit dwells in our inner beings and strengthens our faith in order to affect our mind, heart, and will to pursue God’s perfect righteousness.  Before knowing Christ, our corrupted mind, heart, and will never accepted and agreed to the word of truth.  Every aspect of our soul was lying under the power of the devil, only functioning to fill our own lustful satisfaction. Therefore, God’s saints must understand the spiritual world of their inner beings after their salvation and keep fighting spiritually against the devil. The greatest scheme of the devil toward God’s saints is to confuse their faith and make them misunderstand the truth of the gospel as much as possible. The devil tempts us to depend upon our old ways of thinking so that we may falsely witness to the righteousness of Christ. If we don’t carefully discern this spiritual realm, our gospel message can quickly be turned into legalism and mysticism easily following the pattern of the world.

However, what is God’s ‘promise and oath” made for His people?  He will surely reveal Christ to His own people in a concrete way and make them grow as mature servants who correctly understand and preach the depth of the mystery of Christ. In this way, the truth of the gospel will continues to be delivered to the next generation faithfilly. The meaning of the cross on which Jesus’ body was broken and His blood was shed doesn’t simply point to our salvation from death. The life of our salvation surely contains our participation in all the internal and external sufferings that Jesus went through. God’s saints are called to take their own cross just as Jesus did. Our lifeless words will continually be exposed and denied by the Holy Spirit in us. He will continue to replace our hearts with the new life-giving words of Jesus. For this purpose, all the sufferings and hardships coming from inside and outside of us is inevitable. They are also the undeniable signs that God’s promise and oath are being faithfully fulfilled in our lives. 


Give a tenth

We can see the repetition of the word, ‘a tenth’ in our today’s text.  The writer keeps mentioning about the mystery of Melchizedek and explains its relationship with ‘a tenth.’  Who is the ‘Melchizedek?’ He blessed Abraham and received ‘a tenth’ from him. 
Melchizedek means, ‘king of righteousness,’ ‘king of Salem,’ and ‘king of peace.’ “Without genealogy, without beginning of days or end of life, like the Son of God he remains a priest forever” (v.3).   Who was he?  Melchizedek was indeed the Christ who manifested in a very short moment in our history. Why did he give Abraham bread and wine? It symbolizes the death of Christ through which Abraham and his descendants would be the seed of God’s blessing. After receiving Melchizedek’s blessing, Abraham’s eyes were opened. He recognized him as the ‘king of Salem’ (Salem becomes ‘Jerusalme’ < ‘sharam’: to be perfect, to be peaceful > ‘Shalom’) and the ‘king of peace’ (‘eirene’< ‘eiro’: unite). “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace” (Isa. 9:6).  By God’s special grace, Abraham experienced God’s prefect peace when he received the bread and wine from Melchizedek. In reply, Abraham gave him ‘a tenth’ of his ‘plunder.’ Melchizedek didn’t ask for such things. It was his nature outcome to respond the special grace of God given through Melchizedek. It surely gave Abraham God’s perfect peace in which he could truly rest.  Before God commanded His people to give a tenth through the law given through Moses, Abraham already demonstrated the same act of thanksgiving that shows His trust in God alone.

 In the Old Testament, we can see that God demands His people to keep every law such as sacrifice and feast through works. In the New Testament, they are all shadow of Christ. 
. “These are a shadow of the things that were to come; the reality, however, is found in Christ” (Col 2:17). “For Christ did not enter a man-made sanctuary that was only a copy of the true one; he entered heaven itself, now to appear for us in God's presence” (Heb.9:24).  Those activities exercised for the feast and sacrifice was the progressive revelation that was more specifically developed from Melchizedek’s giving bread and wine.  God also commanded the people of Israel to give a tenth to the tribe of Levi for their priestly job.  This is also a progressive revelation of the act that Abraham gave a tenth to Melchizedek. "'A tithe of everything from the land, whether grain from the soil or fruit from the trees, belongs to the LORD; it is holy to the LORD” (Lev.27:30). 

In the New Testament, the Christ Jesus who was once appeared as a form of Melchizedek came and completed the mission of high priest by giving His life as atonement on the cross.  Before His crucifixion, he hosted a communion with His disciples “And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, "This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me."  20 In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you” (Luke 22:19-20).   Jesus also commanded His disciples to demonstrate ‘neighborly love’ which represents the act of giving ‘a tenth.’ (Jesus condensed the Ten Commandments into one command, neighborly love)  "A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.  35 By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another” (John 13:34-35).  However, we shouldn’t too easily understand and demonstrate the ‘neighborly love’ commanded by Jesus from our standard in the flesh.  We must understand its true meaning revealed in the gospel. The ‘neighborly love’ is an act of faith coming out from one’s life as the result of his true understanding the work of Jesus who fulfilled the law of God into one command.  “If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, "Love your neighbor as yourself," you are doing right” (James 2:8).  When the teacher of the law asked Jesus what is the most important commandment, Jesus answered, “To love him with all your heart, with all your understanding and with all your strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself is more important than all burnt offerings and sacrifices.” (Mark 12:33).  How can we truly love our God? Christ demonstrated loving God through His suffering and death on the cross. As a result, we could gain the new life of God.  Therefore, loving God is the same as loving neighbor, and loving our neighbor is to live the life of the cross for others. More specifically, we must keep proclaiming and teaching the truth of God’s word and receiving internal and external sufferings to deliver the truth gospel message to others. We just need to follow the example of Christ’s love shown in the bible.  “Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped,  7 but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.  8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death-- even death on a cross!” (Philippians 2:6-8).  He loved us as His ‘neighbors’ and sacrificed His life through many sufferings until His death so that we could perfectly gain the law of God as one truth in our hearts. We should demonstrate the same love of Christ for others. That is the life of giving ‘a tenth.’  In order to have the law of ‘Ten’ as one perfect command into our hearts, we have to correctly understand the mystery of Christ’s work and accept Him as our Lord and savior. Through the union with Christ, we gained the ‘a tenth’ from God. Now, those who understood this mystery of Christ’s work must give back ‘a tenth’ to God in the way Christ fulfilled in the New Testament.  It is more than an act of giving ‘a tenth’ required by the law.  We must demonstrate the true love of Christ.  In other words, to live the same life of the cross that Christ walked in spite of any hardship and suffering is the way of fulfilling the law of God. “Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. I tell you, the devil will put some of you in prison to test you, and you will suffer persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you the crown of life” (Revelation 2:10).  God’s saints should unite together and use all of their time, talents, and wealth in order to preach the true gospel and build true churches of God. This is the inevitable mission entrusted to us by God which costs our great sacrifice and sufferings. 

One who takes ‘a tenth’
The writer asks us to find out who is the greatest one who ultimately takes ‘a tenth.’  It is the Christ. The writer continues to reveal the superior work of Christ to others. Who takes the perfect ‘a tenth’ from us? It is not Moses, not angel, not any priest, but God Himself, the Christ.  Look at the logic presented by the writer in our today’s text. The tribe of Levi took ‘a tenth’ from each tribe for their living (see Numbers 18:21-24).  Levi ‘was still in the loins(‘osphus’: to gird, the place where the generative power resids) of his father when Melchizedek met Abraham’ (v.10). Abraham came before Levi. He is the greater than Levi. To whom did Abraham give a tenth?  It was Melchizedek because Abraham recognized him as the King who gave him true peace and rest. He was indeed Christ. Therefore, the greatest one who ultimately took our ‘a tenth’ is the ‘Christ,’ the God of our salvation. Who can truly confess that the law of God was perfectly kept in one’s life before God? It is God Himself.  Christ came and fulfilled the law of God and gave His people the fulfilled law through His sacrificial work on the cross. From a spiritual perspective, that is the same as ‘a tenth.’   Therefore, when we give God an act of giving ‘a tenth,’ we are making the same confession that Peter made. "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God” (Matt. 16:16).  Our accepting Christ as our Lord and Savior means taking ‘a tenth’ from God. Our practicing Jesus’ command, ‘the neighborly love’ to establish the true church of God means giving ‘a tenth’ to God.  Our life of giving ‘a tenth’ today requires our sacrificial dedication to God just the same as Jesus did. It is an act of giving everything of ours to Him. 

Conclusion 

All the events shown throughout the bible such as Melchizedek’s giving bread and wine, the Law of Moses, the Lord’s communion, and Jesus’ cross points to the same message. God will surely save and recreate His own people as His perfect sons and daughters through the work of Christ.  What is the fruit of the cross?  Jesus completed the Law of Ten as one and gave us His perfect truth through that way.  He first gave us ‘a tenth.’ Therefore, when we became God’s children through Christ, we must also give God ‘a tenth’ as a sign of our saving faith.  That is the same offering that Abraham gave to Melchizedek, Israel to Levi, and today God’s saints to Christ by practicing Jesus’ neighborly love.  Those who can give ‘a tenth’ is truly God’s saints, and God is the One who only takes our ‘a tenth.’  Let us praise the Lord who revealed this amazing truth and makes our life honorable before Him. Let us work together to build God’s true church at any cost.  W are the people of God who possess the mystery of ‘a tenth.’ 
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