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Hebrews 7:11-25  11 If perfection could have been attained through the Levitical priesthood (for on the basis of it the law was given to the people), why was there still need for another priest to come-- one in the order of Melchizedek, not in the order of Aaron?  12 For when there is a change of the priesthood, there must also be a change of the law.  13 He of whom these things are said belonged to a different tribe, and no one from that tribe has ever served at the altar.  14 For it is clear that our Lord descended from Judah, and in regard to that tribe Moses said nothing about priests.  15 And what we have said is even more clear if another priest like Melchizedek appears,  16 one who has become a priest not on the basis of a regulation as to his ancestry but on the basis of the power of an indestructible life.  17 For it is declared: "You are a priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek."  18 The former regulation is set aside because it was weak and useless  19 (for the law made nothing perfect), and a better hope is introduced, by which we draw near to God.  20 And it was not without an oath! Others became priests without any oath,  21 but he became a priest with an oath when God said to him: "The Lord has sworn and will not change his mind: 'You are a priest forever.'"  22 Because of this oath, Jesus has become the guarantee of a better covenant.  23 Now there have been many of those priests, since death prevented them from continuing in office;  24 but because Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent priesthood.  25 Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them.

Summary from last week (#16)

What are the events of giving and taking ‘a tenth’ that flows throughout the bible? It is the revelation of God in regard to our salvation. In order to give us His law as one perfect command, God first revealed His redemptive plan through Melchizedek, the King of Salem and Peace, who gave bread and wine to Abraham. In such a behavior pattern, we can grasp a revelation of God’s giving us ‘a tenth’ as a sign of salvation when we relate it to the work of Jesus who fulfilled the law in the New Testament. When Abraham experienced God’s perfect peace and grace as he took the bread and wine from Melchizedek, he gave ‘a tenth’ to him in reply. This is the same act of our accepting Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior when God gave us the grace of salvation through Christ. God first give us His ‘a tenth.’ He recreates us as one who perfectly has His law as one commandment. He will make us live as a righteous person who can represents the law of Ten by exercising the command of ‘a tenth.’  That symbolizes the life of our union with Christ proclaiming our new life that has to live and die for Christ alone.  The meaning of our giving ‘a tenth’ to God is our confession and commitment to follow the same way of the cross commanded by Jesus our Lord. 


We need to distinguish the events of giving ‘a tenth’ in the Old Testament. Abraham’s giving ‘a tenth’ to Melchizedek was the reply of God’s grace that gave him bread and wine (a tenth) (Gen.14:20). But Jacob’s promising to give ‘a tenth’ was an act of legalism to fulfill his selfish satisfaction by misunderstanding God’s promise and oath.”So that I return safely to my father's house, then the LORD will be my God  22 and this stone that I have set up as a pillar will be God's house, and of all that you give me I will give you a tenth” (Genesis 28:21-22).  Our giving ‘a tenth’ today should be one like Abraham’s. God already gave us the greatest blessing through Christ who became a perfect offering of ‘a tenth.’ As a result, we return His favor by offering our body as a living sacrifice with true thanksgiving and commitment. We shouldn’t give it like the way of Jacob who make a conditional offering to God. 

Why did Christ not from the tribe of Levi but from the tribe of Judah?
Christ Jesus came to play a role of high priest. He gave Himself as atonement on the cross for our sin and imputed His perfect righteousness upon His people. However, why didn’t he follow in the order of Aaron but in the order of Melchizedek? Moreover, Jesus came not from the tribe of Levi, but from the tribe of Judah.  What is the reason? There must be a clear purpose behind this mysterious scheme of God. 

Before the tribe of Levi took a charge of the priestly job, God already prophesied that the Messiah would come through the tribe of Judah, the fourth son of Jacob. "Judah, your brothers will praise you; your hand will be on the neck of your enemies; your father's sons will bow down to you.  9 You are a lion's cub, O Judah; you return from the prey, my son. Like a lion he crouches and lies down, like a lioness-- who dares to rouse him?  10 The scepter will not depart from Judah, nor the ruler's staff from between his feet, until he (‘Shiloh’: Messiah) comes to whom it belongs and the obedience of the nations is his” (Genesis 49:8-10).  ‘Judah’ means “praised.” However, Judah continued to reveal his wickedness before God just like Levi. For example, he suggested selling his own brother Joseph to Egypt (Gen.37:26-27).  Also, one day, he even accidently slept with his daughter-in-law after he was drunk (Gen.38). It was caused by his completely forgetting and neglecting the important mission entrusted to him by God.  He had to carry His seed on next generation so that the promised Shiloh would come. In spite of his evil crime to God’s eyes, God covered his sin with His abundant mercy and continued to build him and his tribe as His covenant people. After all, God’s redemptive plan was faithfully processed by His own promise and oath. This is the general flow of God’s message revealed in the bible. Man can’t make any contribution to God’s redemptive work but only produces his evil wickedness continuously always hindering His divine plan. Nonetheless, God never stops disciplining His people with a whip of love so that they continue to depend upon His perfect righteousness with a hungry and thirsty heart. 

Later on, God gave the people of Israel the law through Moses in order to thoroughly reveal the deep darkness hidden inside of man’s inner being. That is the evil condition of man’s lustful mind of good and evil as shown in Genesis 3.  God gave them His law in a very concrete way and entrusted the tribe of Levi to do the entire priestly job.  Their works displayed the type of the real work that the Christ would come to fulfill. However, the real intention of God who gave the law and the priestly mission was to reveal the fact that the law of God couldn’t be perfectly kept and processed by man whose heart is still bound to the lustful desire of good and evil. Furthermore, as time went by, the entire priests very deceitfully twisted God’s divine tasks to fulfill their own satisfaction and ambition.

First of all, the writer points to the problem of legalistic sacrifice and works proceeded by ‘Leviticial priesthood’ (v.11, 18-19).  Any sacrifice couldn’t perfectly be offered because of their imperfect tasks. They were all exposed to the darkness of their own lustful desire of good and evil. Even more, they continued to lead others to more legalistic works and hypocrite lifestyle to God’s eyes. “The law was added so that the trespass might increase. But where sin increased, grace increased all the more,  21 so that, just as sin reigned in death, so also grace might reign through righteousness to bring eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Romans 5:20-21).  The function of the law is very clear. It was not given for them to keep it perfectly, but to find out the reality of their wicked sin while trying to keep the law.  It was a tool for them to look upon God’s grace alone with a contrite heart. When the law is exercised by those filled with legalistic desire of good and evil, it becomes ‘weak’(not standing uprightly before truth) and ‘useless’ (helpless, in vain). Without God’s full intervention through Christ, no one can stop themselves but naturally take the law as a means of their lustful desire and ambition.   Without correctly realizing God’s deep intended will , if anyone just tries to practice on the law legalistically, he will make himself a spiritual criminal (example: Pharisees who were called ‘the son of a vapor’, ‘the son of the devil’ by Jesus). 


The only solution that resolves our dilemma in exercising the law is that One who made the law must come and demonstrate His own method to fulfill the law.  Therefore, He couldn’t come from the tribe of Levi. All the works done by Levitical priesthood was completely failed. They couldn’t correctly apprehend the real intention of the law. They shouldn’t hide their faults and mistakes that were revealed through their exercising the law but come to genuinely repent their sins before God. However, they deceived God as well as themselves. That is the conclusion of the Old Testament.  Man’s spiritual ignorance and incompetence come from their total depravity. Those spiritual leaders coming from the tribe of Levi interpreted the law based on their own lustful desires and incorrectly used it for their own success in the world. They led the whole nation of Israel to commit to evil crime and make them fall into idol worships. . "A son honors his father, and a servant his master. If I am a father, where is the honor due me? If I am a master, where is the respect due me?" says the LORD Almighty. "It is you, O priests, who show contempt for my name. "But you ask, 'How have we shown contempt for your name?” (Malachi 1:6). "Because of you I will rebuke your descendants; I will spread on your faces the offal from your festival sacrifices, and you will be carried off with it” (Malachi 2:3).

After the intertestmental period over 400 years(between the OT and the NT), there appeared religious leaders who were completely armed under the darkness of legalism. How did they treat Jesus Christ? They simply crucified Him. Among them, Judas (Judah) Iscariot became the spearhead. Before the law was given, Judah of the Old Testament was very ignorant to God’s truth. So, he continued to disregard God’s covenant given to him and even accidently made a big mistake. He was almost about to cut off the promised descendant of Christ from his tribe. After the law was given, another Judah (‘Judas’) appeared, yet this one was completely armed in legalistic law.  He interpreted the law on his own way and finally plotted to kill Jesus Christ.  This is the true reality of our human beings. We are all bound to the darkness of legalism just like Judas. Without the law, we can’t recognize the real darkness hidden inside of us.  Judah in the Old Testament committed terrible sins many times before God but there was no Gods’ law to condemn him.  By God’s grace and mercy, he somehow carried the task entrusted to him. However, the Judas in the New Testament was completely condemned as a son of the devil and fell into God’s eternal judgment by the law of God. He strongly believed himself that he correctly understood the law and kept it perfectly.  But he was perfectly wrong. This case clearly explains to us that without Christ’s intervention, the law will rather be a tool of judgment and death to those who are addicted to keeping the law.  “All who sin apart from the law will also perish apart from the law, and all who sin under the law will be judged by the law” (Romans 2:12). “For before the law was given, sin was in the world. But sin is not taken into account when there is no law” (Romans 5:13).  Why is God’s grace so amazing? Through Christ, our old beings like Judas were gone, but now we completely became new beings in Christ who can truly be the ones whose praise are acceptable to God.  

The law of God was given for this reason. God had to first reveal our deep darkness through the law.  Among men, no one can perfectly keep the law of God. God’s perfect righteousness can’t be gained through our human effort and commitment.  Our imitating a form of the law makes us even worse sinners. That is the scheme of Satan. It tries to make us anti-Christs who just practice the law externally and boast of it as our own righteousness. 

God exactly knows man’s spiritual condition. God already gave the prophecy of the Christ coming from the tribe of Judah, not from the tribe of Levi.  No one is better than the other. They both just kept producing wicked sins before God.  If Jesus Christ came from the tribe of Levi, then it would be God’s acknowledgement on man’s humanistic and religious effort. God used them definitely as a type of Christ’s Messiah wok, yet His real intention was to expose the legalistic righteousness build by human effort and then condemn it as ‘weak and useless’ (see other types who played the role as kings and prophets. Moses, David, and Solomon successfully did their tasks on one hand, but also committed great sins on the other hand). Therefore, God wants to lead His people to only look up to the power and grace of Christ who fulfilled ‘a tenth’ according to His way. The tribe of Judah didn’t make any contribution to fulfill God’s promise and oath. They were just used as a means of grace to display God’s awesome power and glory. 
Conclusion
Who is the Christ?  He was the “one who has become a priest not on the basis of a regulation as to his ancestry but on the basis of the power of an indestructible life.  17 For it is declared: "You are a priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek” (vv.16-17).  Also, he was the High Priest who was made by His own oath.  “Others became priests without any oath.”  

What will be an application for us to take from today’s text? God wants to truly bless His people He wants His people to live as priests who can share ‘the power of an indestructible life’ like the same way Jesus did.  This is very huge statement for us to accept from our human point of view although its sounds so great.  That is why God worked over a few thousands of years to bring this amazing blessing upon us. He first had to expose the entire darkness hidden in human beings so that he could recreate a new mind within us with His indestructible life. The church of Christ was finally born after a long years of God’s such a great mystery work. “For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit” (,1 Peter 3:18). God’s saints should do the role of sharing God’s indestructible life with others by preaching and teaching the gospel. We can’t be lazy in doing such a great task entrusted to us by God. It is God’s greatest desire and command given to His church purchased by His blood.  “Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom the master has put in charge of the servants in his household to give them their food at the proper time? (Matthew 24:45). “So then, men ought to regard us as servants of Christ and as those entrusted with the secret things of God.  2 Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must prove faithful” (1 Corinthians 4:1-2). 
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