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The point of what we are saying is this: We do have such a high priest, who sat down at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven,  2 and who serves in the sanctuary, the true tabernacle set up by the Lord, not by man.  3 Every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts and sacrifices, and so it was necessary for this one also to have something to offer.  4 If he were on earth, he would not be a priest, for there are already men who offer the gifts prescribed by the law.  5 They serve at a sanctuary that is a copy and shadow of what is in heaven. This is why Moses was warned when he was about to build the tabernacle: "See to it that you make everything according to the pattern shown you on the mountain."  6 But the ministry Jesus has received is as superior to theirs as the covenant of which he is mediator is superior to the old one, and it is founded on better promises.  7 For if there had been nothing wrong with that first covenant, no place would have been sought for another.  8 But God found fault with the people and said: "The time is coming, declares the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah.  9 It will not be like the covenant I made with their forefathers when I took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, because they did not remain faithful to my covenant, and I turned away from them, declares the Lord.  10 This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after that time, declares the Lord. I will put my laws in their minds and write them on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people.

Summary from last week (#17)

Let us realize Gods’ great passion and effort that has made the history of salvation for His people over thousands of years.  Every man who is born with the lustful desire of good and evil has no choice but to daily build his own tower of Babel higher and higher, which will eventually lead him to eternal death. Without knowing the true realty of sin, people just run eagerly forward to gain more power, fame, and wealth in the world. This is the natural patter of human behavior as a result of their bondage to their lustful and sinful knowledge of good and evil.  Before the law of God was given, no one had correctly realized his own deep darkness. However, after the law was given to His people, God began to expose the reality of deep darkness very plainly.  The nature of the law is problematic depending on how it is exercised. It surely exposes the weakness of man who can’t keep the divine law perfectly. On the other hand, it further defines man’s trial to do ‘good’ by religiously keeping the law with his own effort as real ‘evilness.’ Man’s lustful trial of doing ‘good’ deeds eventually killed Jesus (God) who has perfect ‘goodness.’ That is the event of the cross of Christ. Therefore, the ultimate sinfulness of man caused by his own lustful desire for good and evil appears to be the crime of murdering God.  Everyone is enslaved to exercise their own defined good and bad things every day until their death. That is our life of being cursed in God’s eyes.

In order to save God’s people from this deep darkness, many events that reveal the mystery of Christ began to emerge more specifically from the age of Abraham (e.g.  Melchizedek  Priest  Christ/  The tribe of Judah  the tribe of Levi  Christ).  God first revealed the coming of Christ and then gave the law to expose the reality of darkness so that His people would take hold of the absolute need of Christ’s grace. His redemptive plan was progressively revealed at His appointed time.

‘Judah’ who sinned while the law was absent (spiritual ignorance) and ‘Judas’ who committed a more wicked sin within the law (spiritual arrogance) are good examples of God’s progressive revelation in terms of exposing man’s deep darkness. They both represents our spiritual condition. However, by the intervention of Christ’s amazing grace, we became free from the bondage of our deep darkness and, even more, we were recreated as real ‘Judahs’ who can truly praise God.  Now we were given a very important task by God. That is to live our life as ‘a priest who can share the power of indestructible life’ in this world of darkness.  That is the life of deeply enjoying the mystery of Christ and patiently sharing His ‘neighborly love’ (the life of ‘a tenth’). 


Earthly priest vs. heavenly priest
The writer of Hebrews compares the earthly priest with Christ who is our heavenly priest. Those Jews whose minds were still deeply rooted in Judaism missed their legalistic lifestyle that was used to be practiced through the guidance of their earthly priests. It wasn’t easy at all for them to come out of their old tradition of the law that had been in existence about 1,500 years. In addition, their minds were bound to very strong national Judaism (it is like a deep religiosity that pursues self-gratification and an idol worship filled with spiritual arrogance).  They could never come out of their deep darkness through their own efforts and power. That is why God called them “the people who sat in darkness.”  “The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned” (Isa. 9:2, Matt.4:16).  “To open eyes that are blind, to free captives from prison and to release from the dungeon those who sit in darkness” (Isa.42:7). 
At that time, Rome’s powerful Imperialism and Greece’s idol culture were definitely the work of deep darkness, but Israel’s religiosity was the wickedest spiritual crime in Gods eyes.  We must carefully examine our spiritual condition every day. We should deeply plant our roots in the gospel. Otherwise, the law of sin that is still in us tries to bind us again to our old standards, beliefs, traditional habits, idolatrous culture, etc.  In addition, incorrect spiritual training during the process of our sanctification drives us into more legalistic and mystical based darkness deep inside our minds.  “Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, "Abba, Father."  7 So you are no longer a slave, but a son; and since you are a son, God has made you also an heir.  8 Formerly, when you did not know God, you were slaves to those who by nature are not gods.  9 But now that you know God-- or rather are known by God-- how is it that you are turning back to those weak(‘asthenesis’: can’t stand upright toward heaven) and miserable principles(‘ptocos skokeion’: empty principal, yet it looks well organized, pointing to a legalistic lifestyle, a house favored by the devil – Matt.12:44)? Do you wish to be enslaved by them all over again?” (Galatians 4:6-9).  True sanctification is not the formation of ‘self-improvement’ but the process of ‘self-denial’ as the word of God penetrated one’s soul and breaks down his tower of Babel. Christ came as a living stone to demolish the idol statue inside of us.  When the living word works in us, we will first feel like walking down an empty and chaotic road. It is because the living word scatters and dismantles our old selves. That is the stage of ‘self-denial.’ After that, we will experience the power of light coming out of our deep darkness and God’s perfect rest and peace prevailing over our minds. That is the order of how God recreates our inner being through His word (Religion:  self-center> order, arrangement>self-fulfillment> proud of my self-righteousness  vs.  Gospel: Christ-centered> destruction, chaos > scattering> internal, external hardships > self-denial> recreation).  "Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.  29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  30 For my yoke(‘zugos’: coupling, pair of balance) is easy and my burden is light” (Matthew 11:28-30).  The Christ who is the heavenly priest freed us from the yoke of the law (our lawful condition bound to anger, hatred, judgmental mind, a murderous heart) and made us unite with Him after completing the law as ‘a tenth’(The Ten Commandment as One perfect command). As a result, we gained true rest and peace deep in our hearts (Our spiritual condition united with Christ: true forgiveness, mercy, humbleness, meekness, and sacrificial love).  

The guidance of the earthly priests (religious leaders) who lead a man-centered service and fulfill man’s self-gratification kills our souls. All the law, tabernacles, and priests given by God are all shadows of what is in heaven (v.5). It was given for them to discover and enjoy the heavenly service and priest.  But Christ is the true high priest, “who sat down at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven.” Christ is the only perfect high priest who can completely administer God’s will because He is the Son who perfectly united with God the Father.  He serves the “true tabernacle set up by the Lord” (v.2). What is the ‘true tabernacle’ in heaven? That is God’s saints who became the heavenly church. The apostle John saw its reality through Gods’ revelation. “Surrounding the throne were twenty-four other thrones, and seated on them were twenty-four elders. They were dressed in white and had crowns of gold on their heads” (Revelation 4:4, see chapter 4 and 5). “But you have come to Mount Zion, to the heavenly Jerusalem, the city of the living God. You have come to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly,  23 to the church of the firstborn, whose names are written in heaven. You have come to God, the judge of all men, to the spirits of righteous men made perfect” (Hebrews 12:22-23).  Without God’s intervention through Christ, no one can experience heavenly tabernacle and service during their earthly practice on the law.  All the priests in the Old Testament are the shadow of Christ, yet they were imperfect because they didn’t unite with Christ’s mind. Therefore,, they naturally adhered to more earthly service with the law and pursue more earthly blessing. As a result, they were completely corrupted. They continued to excuse, falsely wrap, and comprised their sins. When they exercised the law and saw their imperfectness, they should have come to see the grace of the new covenant that God promised with a contrite and humble heart. “This is what the LORD says: "Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool. Where is the house you will build for me? Where will my resting place be?  2 Has not my hand made all these things, and so they came into being?" declares the LORD. "This is the one I esteem: he who is humble and contrite in spirit, and trembles at my word” (Isaiah 66:1-2). 

Today, we should continually come out from our old nature that tempts us to go back to our past (the way of the old covenant) and discover the heavenly service led by the Holy Spirit by remaining in the new covenant.  The church ministry should offer the heavenly service demonstrated by Jesus. The heavenly service leads His people to become more hungry and thirsty for God’s righteousness. Through the grace of the gospel, each saint must support his fellow to establish one another to grow up as mature and reliable servants of God.  The writer of Hebrews describes the fact that the earthly high priests are “appointed to offer both gifts and sacrifices”(v.3) and to “offer the gifts prescribed by the law” (v.4).  However, the heavenly high priest, Christ wouldn’t act in such a way if he were on earth because He offered the perfect offering, ‘a tenth,’ which was commanded by God by sacrificing Himself on the cross.  His atonement was perfectly offered once for all, so there needed to be no more for us to give a repetitive sacrifice of the shedding of blood. Therefore, the attitude of giving our service to God today shouldn’t be the same as one in the Old Testament. We don’t have to repeatedly approach God with a legalistic attitude hoping to gain a better relationship. Through Christ, we already spiritually gained a perfect reality of heaven in us. Our worship is to continually discover and deeply enjoy that blessing freely given to us through God’s mercy. For example, true repentance confessed during the service shouldn’t be just a confession of our sins asking God’s forgiveness. We don’t ask His forgiveness while we believe that we are still sinners. Theoretically, through the blood of Christ, we already became ones who have nothing to do with sin. But while we live in the world, we get stained with the dirt of sin. So, we must shake off the dirt and fill our hearts with the living word of God again and again. Of course, while we repent our sins in this kind of manner, we shouldn’t excuse for our sins or compromise with sins, but make stronger commitment to do spiritual warfare against sin. True repentance is our turning around from our wicked ways after truly realizing the reality of sin and then walking with God in the same direction. Furthermore, true repentance bears the fruit of life as we continue to engage in spiritual warfare against Satan’s schemes. God already recreated us as ‘royal priests’ who are united with Him as one body. We don’t worship God anymore according to the law as Jesus came in order to fulfill the law, but according to the law of the Holy Spirit through which the law was embedded into our hearts as one perfect command, which is ‘neighborly love.’  God is worshiped through His chosen saints who know this amazing mystery of truth.
 

“But the ministry Jesus has received is as superior to theirs as the covenant of which he is mediator is superior to the old one, and it is founded on better promises” 
 
Christ Jesus who is the heavenly high priest obtained more excellent ministry (‘superior ministry’ – ‘diaphoros’: surpassing, crossing from here to other side, symbolizing the work of Christ that surpassed the demand of the law).  He came to fulfill the ‘new covenant’ of God for His people. The new covenant is ‘a better promise.’  The old covenant is the covenant of work based on the law of God. This can’t be kept perfectly through human effort and power because of the bondage of man’s sinful condition (see Deut. 28: the blessing of obedience and the curse of disobedience). The new covenant is the covenant of grace that can only be fulfilled by the power of Christ. Why is the first covenant not faultless? When the law of God is enforced by man’s lustful desire of good and evil, the law becomes ‘weak’ and ‘useless.’ It rather makes man more imperfect and sinful before God. Through man’s lustful trial, the law is scratched and damaged worse than before.  Therefore, the new covenant was given by God’s grace. The subject of fulfilling the new covenant is God Himself. Through the power of the cross, the new covenant was engraved upon our hearts and as a result, we finally became God’s son who perfectly fulfilled His law. Jeremiah 31:31-33   31 "The time is coming," declares the LORD, "when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah.  32 It will not be like the covenant I made with their forefathers when I took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, because they broke my covenant, though I was a husband to them," declares the LORD.  33 "This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after that time," declares the LORD. "I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people.

Conclusion

Christ came as a ‘mediator’ (‘mesites’: one who stands in the middle). He made a bridge of the cross between God and us and moved us from the seat of darkness to  the heavenly place by shining the power of His light on us. “For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves” (Colossians 1:13).  Let us try to faithfully remain in the grace of the cross and change our spiritual world-view of the gospel through continuously training ourselves in word and prayer.  Let us try to see all people and all things from the perspective of the gospel and bear the divine task of sharing the gospel as the role of being a heavenly priest is entrusted to us.
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