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Hebrews 9:11-22  11 When Christ came as high priest of the good things that are already here, he went through the greater and more perfect tabernacle that is not man-made, that is to say, not a part of this creation.  12 He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; but he entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, having obtained eternal redemption.  13 The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who are ceremonially unclean sanctify them so that they are outwardly clean.  14 How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God!  15 For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance-- now that he has died as a ransom to set them free from the sins committed under the first covenant.  16 In the case of a will, it is necessary to prove the death of the one who made it,  17 because a will is in force only when somebody has died; it never takes effect while the one who made it is living.  18 This is why even the first covenant was not put into effect without blood.  19 When Moses had proclaimed every commandment of the law to all the people, he took the blood of calves, together with water, scarlet wool and branches of hyssop, and sprinkled the scroll and all the people.  20 He said, "This is the blood of the covenant, which God has commanded you to keep."  21 In the same way, he sprinkled with the blood both the tabernacle and everything used in its ceremonies.  22 In fact, the law requires that nearly everything be cleansed with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.


Summary from last week (#19)
Why is God’s salvation given to us so perfect? By giving us the tabernacle, He explains to us about the whole journey of our salvation in a concrete way.  Like the structure of the tabernacle, God’s salvation takes place in different ways, yet progressively it is revealed according to His time-schedule upon its fulfillment. God’s plan is so concrete and perfectly predestined, that it can never fail. Therefore, once one is truly saved, he can never lose his salvation. However, if one doesn’t correctly understand the true content of God’s salvation, he may not be saved from the beginning.  “All the makers of idols will be put to shame and disgraced; they will go off into disgrace together.  17 But Israel will be saved by the LORD with an everlasting salvation; you will never be put to shame or disgraced, to ages everlasting” (Isaiah 45:16-17). 

It took over forty years for the people of Israel to enter the Promised Land, Canaan from the event of their Exodus.  Most of the time, the people of Israel spent wondering in the wilderness during the entire journey.  Our salvation will be exactly the same as that.  More specifically, our salvation will be worked out in the way that the tabernacle of God is presented.   First, like in the event of the Exodus, the amazing power of salvation will be experienced. God just as quickly moves us from the world of darkness to the kingdom of His light. Then, a very harsh and long journey in the wilderness is immediately introduced. During the time of our life in the wilderness, our life will be driven to the place of ‘nothingness’ through the process of self-denial.  The reality of Christ will be more clearly discovered at the place where our old self being is put to death. This is the story of our salvation that will be gradually gained through Christ until its fullest point.  Finally, as a new being recreated in Christ, we will enter the land of Canaan, God’s Promised Land.  Assured of and deeply enjoying our new status and authority in Christ, we will live as true people of Gods’ kingdom in the world.  We will be able to naturally obey God’s will and meet His standard in any situation and at any time.  That is the life of victory that we will ultimately experience as we grow up into true maturity in faith.

We can clearly see and realize the amazing work of God’s salivation prepared for us when we carefully observe the structure of God’s tabernacle. We are truly living in the age of His special grace because we don’t need to walk through the long journey that the people of the Old Testament went through. We can simply and easily enter the Holy of Holies as we deeply experience the grace of God through the power of the Holy Spirit. The gate of Heaven is wide open now. We just need to receive the rain of His race from heaven in our daily life. Every step that was required in the tabernacle is no longer necessary.  We can simply remain in the second tabernacle as much as we want, depending upon our understanding of the mystery of the gospel. Let us remember who we are in Christ. We became true worshipers who can eat the abundant bread of life and evangelists who can proclaim the kingdom of God in our daily life. What a marvelous blessing we have gained through Christ today, living in the age of the church!  “You who through faith are shielded by God's power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time” (1 Peter 1:5).



“He entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, having obtained eternal redemption”  (v.13)
The tabernacle built by God’s command has a very complicated structure and rules. In order to enter the inner and outer tabernacle, one must very carefully go through many processes set by the law. Especially, the high priest must perfectly prepare to get into the Holy of Holies and give perfect sacrifice offerings to God; otherwise, he would die by God’s judgment. For example, Aaron’s sons Nadab and Abihu were put to death by the fire of God because they offered unauthorized fire in their censers before God (Levi. 10;1-4).  There is another example. When the person named ‘Uzzah’ reached out his hand to steady the ark because the oxen stumbled, God struck him down because he had put his hand on the ark (Numbers 4:15  - “they must not touch the holy things or they will die”).  The people of Israel must have kept the law of God for the sake of their protection from His judgment against their sins.  Any mistake wasn’t allowed at all. All priests and the high priest must have worn sacred garments during their sacrifice and must have presented perfect performance before God. 

However, the church today doesn’t need to have the same structure and service as the old tabernacle had. Today’s saints spiritually dwell in the heavenly tabernacle set up by the Lord. Christ came as the “high priest of the good (‘agathos’: absolute goodness) things.” He didn’t have any form of man’s lustful desire for good and evil. He was a perfect high priest who had no sin.  So, He “went through the greater and more perfect tabernacle that is not man-made, that is to say, not a part of this creation.  12 He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; but he entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, having obtained eternal redemption” (vv.11-12).  As a result, we who are united with Christ also can enter the Most Holy place without any regulation and stand before God as His son who perfectly keeps His law. 

How complicate is a man’s life? It is very obvious and natural for man to gradually get into more complexity because his environment is surrounded by all types of self-centered men who are very wickedly bound to their lustful desire for good and evil.  Man needs more laws and regulations as time passes by. In order to have a more secure and peaceful life, man requires more strict methods in order to restrain his opponent’s wicked violence which becomes more abnormal and ruthless. It is no wonder to see the reason why the structure of God’s tabernacle has much more complexity. To come before the perfectly holy and righteous God, the people of Israel had to go through so many processes in which they had to completely clean themselves and their sins had to be perfectly covered by His own methods.  Thousands of animals were sacrificed in addition to other kinds of offerings to God everyday so that the people of Israel would be protected from God’s wrath for their wicked sins and ungodliness.  God has no choice but to demand that they keep the law perfectly.  Otherwise, they would pay a harsh penalty for their faults and mistake manifested before God.  "Be very strong; be careful to obey all that is written in the Book of the Law of Moses, without turning aside to the right or to the left” (Joshua 23:6). “Keep therefore the words of this covenant, and do them, that ye may prosper in all that ye do” (Deut.29:9). If we can keep the law of God perfectly, we will surely be most blessed by God.  But our sinful nature hinders us from fulfilling God’s demand a hundred-percent.  Then, what is the purpose of God’s demanding us to keep all the law given through Moses? First, it is to protect His loved people from His judgment and condemnation. Secondly, it is for them to gain the hope of the new covenant in the midst of their committing sins. God can’t expect us to perfectly keep the law. 

How can the structure of the knowledge of good and evil that is deeply rooted inside of man be destroyed? Every man has no choice but to continually give their cruel sacrifice in accordance with complicated regulations.  In fact, sinful men like the kind of service where their sacrifices become more religiously complicated.  Men who are bound to the lustful knowledge of good and evil can’t absolutely find the right solution themselves to escape from that system. The more they try owith their human effort, the more they fall into an inescapable trap. Therefore, God who has no sin has to rescue us from His own method. God sent His Son Jesus and crucified Him on the cross to demolish our sins completely. In addition He sent the Holy Spirit into us in order to bring about our perfect union with Christ. As a result, we became a new creation who stands outside the boundary of any lawful judgment of God and its influence. We became the heavenly saints wearing the holy and righteous garment of Christ.. “Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself ready.  8 Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her to wear." (Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of the saints” (Revelation 19:7-8). 

Today, our church service and ministry shouldn’t be complicated. We shouldn’t want to go back to the old tabernacle style of worship in which people tried to stand before God by their human effort.  Through the blood of Jesus Christ that was shed once for all and for our eternal redemption, the old tabernacle was destroyed. We are no longer bound to the law that requires us to pay for the penalty of our sins and to receive His forgiveness through giving repetitious service to God inside the old tabernacle. The new tabernacle established by the Lord Jesus Christ invites His own people in, and leads them into the realization that they have no association with sin because of His blood shed for them. Furthermore, God’s saint gained an amazing and powerful authority to bind and lose the darkness of sin on earth. “I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven” (Matt. 16:19).  What is the spiritual worship in spirit and truth? It is to enjoy intimacy with God the Father inside the new tabernacle having the reality of true faith in Christ. To God’s saint, sin is merely a means to affirm the power of the gospel working in and with them.  The more the reality of darkness inside of us is revealed, the more we will be driven to the light of Christ and stand far away from the law of sin. 

What is truth?   “How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God!” (v.14).  The blood of Christ cleansed all of our dirty conscience that had only produced dead works and recreated new minds and hearts in us so that we can now serve God no more religiously but more intimately by knowing His perfect will and desire. The ‘blood’ means a life.  “For the life of a creature is in the blood, and I have given it to you to make atonement for yourselves on the altar; it is the blood that makes atonement for one's life” (Levi.17:11). His blood changed our dead work to ‘good’ (‘agathos’- God’s perfect goodness) work.  Through His blood, we can bear the fruit of life that makes others alive from the dead too. “You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden.  15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house.  16 In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven” (Matthew 5:14-16).  The ‘good work’ points to the thing that can only be accomplished by God’s power.  That is the life of the cross that brings the light of the gospel to the dead.  All the words and behaviors coming out of men’s lustful desire eventually destroy and kill others’ souls. However, through the blood of Christ, we gained the ‘good work’ and now are able to share God’s holy word that brings true life to others.  This is the great blessing that we received from Jesus who came as ‘the mediator of a new covenant.’  Enabling us to enjoy and share the life of the gospel in our life is the sign that we have received the ‘promised eternal inheritance’ (v.15).  How can we more realistically enjoy this ‘eternal inheritance?’ Knowing the mystery of the cross more deeply is the key. What does the event of the cross mean to us? The final moment of Jesus’ death on the cross was the time of His shifting all of His heavenly inheritance to us.  It was a spiritual replacement between generations. The baton of Christ’s ministry was relayed to His church from the moment of His death on the cross.  The “will’(v.17) is the new covenant that Jesus entrusted to His church.  The ‘will’ was taken after the one who made the new covenant died. All the inheritance promised by God was finally passed down to His church immediately after His death.  Jesus, as He promised, sent the Holy Spirit to us to help us enjoy all of the promised inheritance every day.  “Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves.  12 I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father” (John 14:11-12). 

Conclusion
The blood of Christ is the covenantal blood. It cleanses all of our sins, releases us from all of our bondage in sin, and even more, binds all the power of sin in our life. Through the blood of Christ, the life of God’s saints became completely new. After God’s law was engraved in our hearts by Christ, we became ‘royal priests’ who can go in and out the new heavenly tabernacle without any restriction and also reign over the power of sin. Even more, we became ‘heirs’ of the gospel who can share the law of life all the time so that those whose consciences and works are dead may be taught to be alive and recreated like us. Let us use our amazing authority given through Christ’s death and resurrection. When we deeply enjoy and share the word of life with others, the blood of Christ will be sprinkled upon them and bring about miracles. The power of His blood can only bring us out of darkness. Let us keep praying about the power of His blood and faithfully bear the task of ‘royal priest’ entrusted to us by God.
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