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Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.  2 This is what the ancients were commended for.  3 By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God's command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible.  4 By faith Abel offered God a better sacrifice than Cain did. By faith he was commended as a righteous man, when God spoke well of his offerings. And by faith he still speaks, even though he is dead.  5 By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not experience death; he could not be found, because God had taken him away. For before he was taken, he was commended as one who pleased God.  6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.

Summary from last sermon (#24)
The people in the world are obsessed with their fights in the flesh, but God’s saint must focus on their spiritual fight. The way of our spiritual fight must be different from that of the world and thoroughly learned from God. Its method should be only the gospel way taught by Jesus Christ.  Continuously being filled with the Holy Spirit, God’s specific plan and method should be perceived by our eyes through faith. What is the event of the cross that tries to reveal to us? God’s eternal time, that is called, ‘the thousand year’ finally began on earth. It implies that God’s great harvest began through His church from the moment of the cross. Heaven invaded earth and started raising the soldiers of Christ to begin the great spiritual warfare on earth. The ministry of Christ Jesus was amazing but was limited to the land of Israel, but after His death and resurrection, as God promised, the Holy Spirit began to come upon every believer for the great harvest on all nations in the last day.  "'In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men will dream dreams” (Acts 2:17). 

Look at the world. Everyone is totally bound to his own selfish greed and lustful desire. Because of their lustful and cruel judgment, many families, regions, and nations keep being separated from each other by conflict and fights. That is the essence of man’s sinful life. Man keeps separating himself one from the other, lying about those who doesn’t stand on his side, and trying to suppress others by using his power.  In order to be superior to others, man does not hesitate to do anything within his power.  However, the new age of the gospel began for us with Christ’s resurrection. The curse of the Tower of Babel was broken down in the life of true believers.  By the power of the gospel, “the dividing wall of hostility” among people began crumbling down. Differences between races, cultures, languages, and ideologies began merging into one. “But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near through the blood of Christ.  14 For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility,  15 by abolishing in his flesh the law with its commandments and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new man out of the two, thus making peace” (Ephesians 2:13-15). 

Finally, a new national community formed out of heavenly people who were born of the blood of Christ appeared on earth. In God’s eyes, there are only two races. Those that follow the gospel or those that follow Satan.  In order to clearly bring more separation between the two, God released Satan from prison right after the moment of the cross. The role of Satan is very clear and simple. He had to keep lying and deceiving more aggressively than before so that more people will eventually stand on the opposite side from God. With God’s permission, his role is also very important for the sake of true evangelism.  “The god of this age has blinded (‘tuphloo’ < ‘tuphoo’:to be lifted up with pride) the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God” (2 Corinthians 4:4).  Satan keeps filling people’s hearts with their own lustful knowledge of good and evil and lifting up their pride higher and higher so that they may become more spiritually blind and deaf.  God hates the proud the most. ‘Pride’ is the most deceitful attribute of Satan.  He blinds the minds of people and stimulates their lustful desire to bear as many ‘antichrists’ as possible inside the church. While the soldiers of Christ bear their true descendants, Satan also actively produce ‘antichrists.’ Only by true ‘faith,’  is this spiritual reality discerned. God’s purpose is to more clearly reveal the reality of ‘the sin that can never be forgiven’ by allowing the work of Satan.  Therefore, it is very natural for us to see more activity by ‘antichrists’ in the last day. “And no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light.  15 It is not surprising, then, if his servants masquerade as servants of righteousness. Their end will be what their actions deserve” (2 Corinthians 11:14-15). 

God’s saints must prepare their fights against those false prophets who masquerade as ‘an angel of light’ inside the church. Can we discern the true gospel from those false preachings and teachings? We have already faced great spiritual warfare and will face it much greater soon. The last ‘war’ is called, ‘Armageddon’ (‘the hill of Megiddo’, Rev.16:16). However, we must first understand that the most terrible battlefield is within us. Unless we triumph over the spiritual fight within us, we will never correctly know the reality of the spiritual fight outside our life. Then, our Church ministry won’t be any different from any other religious fight. When we correctly experience our inner spiritual fight, we can confidently tell others about the absolute need of the gospel. 

The reality of ‘faith’ (vv.1-3)
‘Faith’ is  “being sure(‘hupostasis’: standing upright from the ground – symbolizing the cross) of what we hope for(‘elpizo’: to anticipate).”  Also, faith is a gift of salvation given by God’s grace. It is not a belief or conviction that comes out of man’s lustful desire.  ‘Faith’ regenerates our souls to realize the reality of Jesus Christ.  The only one who stood upright toward heaven as a living example among the dead is Jesus Christ. ‘Faith’ is the power of the Holy Spirit that unites us with the living Christ.  ‘Faith’ is also defined as “certain
(elegchos’<’elencho’: to confute, to admonish) of what we do not see (‘blepho’: to observe.”  Through ‘faith,’ we are now able to see the ‘reality’ that we could have never seen in the flesh, so we can now understand truth, that is what is real sin and God’s true righteousness. As a result, we can correctly admonish others not to fall into sin.  Faith reveals the true identity of darkness. Faith enables us to clearly see the reality of sin that is condemned by God. The Holy Spirit continues to rebuke our sin and cammand us to exercise God’s true righteousness by faith. “When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and judgment:  9 in regard to sin, because men do not believe in me;  10 in regard to righteousness, because I am going to the Father, where you can see (‘theoreo’: to be a spectator)  me no longer;  11 and in regard to judgment, because the prince of this world now stands condemned” (John 16:8-11). 

‘Faith’ continues to open our spiritual eyes to see God’s great sovereignty and provision. “By faith we understand that the universe (‘aion’: age, eternity) was formed(‘katarizo’: to repair, to fit out, to put in order) at God's command(‘rhema’: the word of truth), so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible(‘phaino’: to bring forth into light)” (v.3).  What have we learned from the world? We have tried to understand the visible universe with our own humanistic and religious ideas. However, when faith is given, we begin to perceive the spiritual realm in which all ages have been perfectly prepared by the word of God’s truth and keep moving toward the final destination in Christ. We know that what we see isn’t true reality and so, we don’t cling to illusion anymore. There are God’s sovereign law that rules behind all visible things. The divided entities, light and darkness become one in Christ. Everyone is locked in their own lustful mechanism of good and evil. According to their pleasing will and ideas, they keep dividing light and darkness. Therefore, our world is getting more complicated, nosier, more unfair, and more uncertain.   However, God’s saints can see the mystery of His amazing sovereignty and providence behind the world of darkness. Everyone who was framed in chaos and confusion was gradually repaired and united as one ‘in Christ.’ This is the true reformation that only takes place in the gospel.  Into our hearts, the old mindsets are crumbled down and the new gospel-oriented ideologies are planted.  This reformation enables us to surpass our lustful judgment held for a long time against other races, cultures, and languages. We are called to be Christ’s ambassadors who gather God’s kingdom people on earth.  “So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer.  17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!  18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation:  19 that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation (‘katallage’: to exchange, darkness with light).  20 We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God” (2 Corinthians 5:16-20). 

Abel’s Faith
“By faith Abel offered God a better sacrifice than Cain did. By faith he was commended as a righteous man, when God spoke well of his offerings. And by faith he still speaks, even though he is dead” (v.4).  How did Abel live in the ‘faith’ given by God? His brother, Cain, gave a self-centered offering to God in the flesh to please himself, but Abel offered a ‘sacrifice’ to God by recognizing himself as a being one who is nothing but has to reply upon God alone.   Continuously realizing the importance of Christ in his life, he gave a Christ-centered offering to God. This is the figure of ‘the righteous’ man with whom God is pleased.  When we worship God, we must worship with the most important offering, that is an offering of faith. It is our ‘faith’ in Christ. Every minute we worship God through various forms such as praise, prayer, preaching, offering, etc., we should boldly confess that He is the only our Lord and Savior.  Cain’s worship looked fancy, yet there was no same confession of faith as Abel amde.  His worship was fully based on humanism in order to fulfill his wishes and visions. Abel’s faith was attacked by Cain’s evil religious mind.  He was actually murdered by his own brother.  God allowed Abel’s death in order to expose Cain’s sin to the world.  Cain was an ‘antichrist’ who would eventually kill Jesus Christ.  Therefore, ‘by faith he still speaks, even though he is dead.” His faith testifies about how true faith will lead God’s people to their final destiny.  Like Abel did, we must pass down our true faith in Christ to our descendants as their most important inheritance.

Enoch’s Faith

“By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not experience death; he could not be found, because God had taken him away. For before he was taken, he was commended as one who pleased God” (v.5). Enoch means ‘dedicated.’ When faith was given to him, he began to walk with God very closely every day as if he was united with God as one body.  As a result, he was pleasing to and taken away by God without facing his physical death. (The word, ‘taken’(‘laqa’) in Hebrews -“to purchase, united, hold, and receive” and in Greek(‘metatithemi’) - “to unite and stand upright”). There are two people in the bible who ascended to heaven without facing death. They are Enoch and Elijah.  Their ‘ascension’ symbolizes the blessing of ‘Immanuel’ in Christ. Through Christ, we became ones who have no association with the kind of ‘death’ that is the curse of sin and became the most feared object by people.  Someday God’s saints will face their physical death, yet it is really the new beginning of their eternity with God in heaven. In Christ, the curse of death for God’s people is eliminated. If one doesn’t receive the blessing of Immanuel now, the life after his death will be the most painful ever as he suffers eternally in the lake of fire.  Our dedication to walk with God is spiritually the same as the life of ascension. It is the most pleasing act before Him.
 

“The Attitude of One Who Has True Faith”
“And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him” (v.6). The fundamental factor that pleases God does not come out of us. Nothing of goodness can come out of the totally depraved man. However, when ‘faith’ is given by grace through the work of Christ, we become ones who can truly please God. We can see the reality of ‘faith’ and give our true confession of ‘faith.’ Understanding God’s sovereign work and providence better every day, we continue to grow as ones who absolutely rely on God’s plan.  This spiritual maturity is caused by our union with Christ. We become more assured in that Christ is our Lord, our most trusted friend, and our most beloved groom in the world.  This confession and action pleases God the most.  “Believing that he exists” means “realizing and experiencing the reality of Christ who is saying that “I am what I am” (Exo.3:14).  Christ is the only true savior who exists by Himself and makes all things exist through Him.  Christ rewards those who earnestly seek Him believing that He is the only source of their life. How does He reward them? The word, ‘reward’ means ‘giving wages for the work that He entrusts to them.’  That is the life of testifying to the message of the gospel.  He grants us leave to participate in the ministry of Christ and He pours out all of His gifts and power upon us so that we can continue to carry on the task of His redemptive work on earth.  “What then is my reward? Just this: that in preaching the gospel I may offer it free of charge, and so not make use of my rights in preaching it.  19 Though I am free and belong to no man, I make myself a slave to everyone, to win as many as possible” (1 Corinthians 9:18-19). 

Conclusion

Let us remember again about our important task entrusted to us by God. That is to proclaim the life and light of Christ to the world that is in darkness. We must boldly witness to others about the truth of God’s salvation and judgment.  It is impossible for us to do this without true ‘faith’ given to us by God. When our ‘faith’ weakens during the time of troubles, we will be tempted and want to give up our task. But let us know how much more suffering and temptation our ancestors of ‘faith’ went through yet they continued to walk the way of the cross patiently until their mission was completed.  Let us continue to move forward to bear our divine task by faith.  “You know that I have not hesitated to preach anything that would be helpful to you but have taught you publicly and from house to house.  21 I have declared to both Jews and Greeks that they must turn to God in repentance and have faith in our Lord Jesus.  22 "And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me there” (Acts 20:20-22).
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