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Text: Hebrews 11:20-26 (#28)

Hebrews 11:20-26  By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau in regard to their future.  21 By faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed each of Joseph's sons, and worshiped as he leaned on the top of his staff.  22 By faith Joseph, when his end was near, spoke about the exodus of the Israelites from Egypt and gave instructions about his bones.  23 By faith Moses' parents hid him for three months after he was born, because they saw he was no ordinary child, and they were not afraid of the king's edict.  24 By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be known as the son of Pharaoh's daughter.  25 He chose to be mistreated along with the people of God rather than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a short time.  26 He regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater value than the treasures of Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his reward.
Summary from last week (#27)
No one likes suffering in his life. Man’s mental and physical sufferings come from the result of his separation from God after the Fall. Man has to keep bearing more sufferings and troubles every day in order to stop his present hardships through his best effort and power. This is the fate of all mankind who is bound to darkness. However, ‘faith’ comes into our life and begins to reveal the amazing plan of God that is hidden inside our sufferings. ‘Faith’ leads us to realize God’s predestined will more clearly even while our sufferings increase.  “In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God's grace  8 that he lavished on us with all wisdom and understanding.  9 And he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ,  10 to be put into effect(‘dispensation’- the management of a household, stewardship) when the times will have reached their fulfillment(The time of the cross event that reveals the mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection)-- to bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ” (Ephesians 1:7-10). 
Let us consider the labor pain of a woman. There isn’t a greater pain than woman’s labor pain. It is the time when her life is truly being threatened. However, when she goes through this deathful moment in which her body is torn and her blood is shed, a new life is finally born.  When we face big troubles, our hearts are wounded and even our bodies are damaged. Some people even give up their lives marking a dramatic conclusion to their life due to their heavy burden. However, when ‘faith’ gets involved in our sufferings, our life begins to be amazingly transformed by the power of the gospel.  During the time of sanctification, the reality of the sinful ‘I’ is torn out of us, and the reality of the new ‘I’ in Christ is born within us.  All the pains with which our heads are struck, our hearts are broken, and our whole being is denied are the means that bring us to the place of ‘self-denial.’ As a result, we will be transformed into beings who are more closely united with our perfect groom, Christ.  As this sanctified process repeats in our life, our faith becomes more mature to the degree that we can participate in the pains like those of childbirth for our loved ones.  “My dear children, for whom I am again in the pains of childbirth until Christ is formed (‘morphoo’< ‘melos’: part) in you” (Gal.4:19).

‘Faith’ continues to lead us to experience the reality of Christ’s death and resurrection more realistically. However, it really takes a long time for us to realize the depth of its mystery because of the deep roots of our sinful nature. Let us carefully observe the corrupt field of our hearts. Can we see the root and the fruit of darkness that are deeply planted inside of us either by ourselves or others? They are all part of the evil nature within us that rejects the truth of Christ. Look at the reality of the ‘I’ who has been spiritually adulterous in the world. We have worked so hard for the ‘I’ whom we have loved the most for such a long time, so we can’t easily deny or give up our own idol that is like the strong wall of Jericho that has been built based upon our lustful desire for good and evil. However, ‘faith’ works in us to break down our stronghold by allowing various ‘temptations.’  During this time of temptations, ‘faith’ first leads us to recognize our own deep darkness that is deeply hidden inside of us. ‘Faith’ keeps disciplining us until we truly realize our own sinful bondages instead of quickly judging other’s darkness during our time of temptations.  ‘Faith’ also leads us to find the realty of Christ’s light over our deep darkness. That is the moment when our spiritual adultery is healed and restored.  “You adulterous people, don't you know that friendship with the world is hatred toward God? Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God.  5 Or do you think Scripture says without reason that the spirit he caused to live in us envies (‘phthonos’< ‘phtheiro’: to ruin, to destroy) intensely?” (James 4:4-5). 

‘Faith’ that Leads Us to God’s Predestined Will
“By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau in regard to their future(‘mello’: to intend, to be about to come in the sense of purpose)” (v.20).  ‘Faith’ reveals God’s intention which is quite different from our intention. Our greatest intentions come from our lustful desire which is aimed at pleasing ourselves. Isaac liked Esau who was ‘a skillful hunter’ better than Jacob who was ‘a quiet man’ (Gen.25:27-28).  He obviously considered Esau to be his worthy heir. However, God’s intent was already predestined from the beginning. “The babies jostled each other within her, and she said, "Why is this happening to me?" So she went to inquire of the LORD.  23 The LORD said to her, "Two nations are in your womb, and two peoples from within you will be separated; one people will be stronger than the other, and the older will serve the younger” (Genesis 25:22-23).  The one who seriously believed the word of God’s promise wasn’t Isaac but his wife, Rebekah.  In fact, Isaac imprudently took God’s covenant and regarded his own intention as more important than God’s.   Later, there was a famine in the land.  God told him not to go down to Egypt but to stay in the promised land. However, Isaac didn’t go back. He moved to the land of ‘Gerar,’ where Abimelech King of the Philistines lived. A Big ‘temptation’ came to Isaac. Abimelech the King saw Isaac’s beautiful wife and asked his relationship with her. Isaac was afraid of being killed by the king and so lied to him saying that she is his sister (Gen 26).  His deep darkness was exposed through this temptation. In the same way, God’s saints will also keep discovering their own darkness as it is continuously exposed during the time of their temptations. God has to allow temptations in our lives so that will keep realizing how much we are bound to our evil natures and wicked intentions and won’t dwell in our false beliefs and assurance. In spite of Isaac’s continuous mistakes, God’s predestined plan steadily progresses through His mercy and grace. Finally, Isaac grows old and his eyes are weakened. He knows his death is very near so he decides to bless his son who is going to be his heir. He still considers Esau as his true heir, so he orders Esau to go out to hunt and prepare a tasty food for him. He is planning to bless him when he comes back. Then, Rebekah finds out about this plan and begins to conspire with Jacob against his plan.  Finally, she successfully deceives her husband who is old and weak by making him some tasty food like Esau’s and tricks him into blessing Jacob who wears the best clothes of Esau and covers his hands with the goatskins just like Esau.  “Then Isaac said to Jacob, "Come near so I can touch you, my son, to know whether you really are my son Esau or not."  22 Jacob went close to his father Isaac, who touched him and said, "The voice is the voice of Jacob, but the hands are the hands of Esau."  23 He did not recognize him, for his hands were hairy like those of his brother Esau; so he blessed him.  24 "Are you really my son Esau?" he asked. "I am," he replied” (Genesis 27:21-24).  We have to be able to see in these verses our wickedness and repent of our sins. Isaac kept ignoring God’s word and tried to fulfill his own will regardless of God’s predestined will. On the other hand, Rebekah and Jacob tried so hard to take God’s blessing as their own by using a deceitful method. Both of their deceits are within us.  Didn’t Isaac really know about Jacob’s deception? To some degree, Isaac probably knew his plan wouldn’t work out smoothly according to his intention. Esau came back and found out his blessing was taken. Being angry he desperately asked Isaac to bless him. Isaac acknowledged God’s sovereignty in the midst of all this trouble and finally followed the prayer which God intended for Esau from the beginning. “His father Isaac answered him, "Your dwelling will be away from the earth's richness, away from the dew of heaven above.  40 You will live by the sword and you will serve your brother. But when you grow restless, you will throw his yoke from off your neck” (Genesis 27:39-40).  If Isaac hadn’t carelessly taken God’s word from the beginning, his children wouldn’t probably have tried to deceive and fight each other. We must acknowledge our foolishness. Although we are saved and born again as new beings in Christ, it isn’t easy for us to clearly realize and obediently follow God’s good will during the time of our sanctification. Most of the time, we want to accomplish our own intended will even when we clearly know God’s intention. So, we will naturally deceive others and keep resisting God’s predestined will. Even more, we will not hesitate to use God’s word to justify our false intention. However, despite our wickedness, God’s predestined will still moves on without any change. ‘Faith’ comes in and finally makes Isaac realize his fault and leads him to bless his sons according to God’s predestined intention.  What is God’s divine intention to bless them in such a way?  God planned to separate the two, Esau and Jacob, and use them to reveal His divine sovereignty and provision for His people. The Apostle Paul realized this important spiritual principle and expressed it in this way. “For this was how the promise was stated: "At the appointed time I will return, and Sarah will have a son."  10 Not only that, but Rebekah's children had one and the same father, our father Isaac.  11 Yet, before the twins were born or had done anything good or bad-- in order that God's purpose in election might stand:  12 not by works but by him who calls-- she was told, "The older will serve the younger."  13 Just as it is written: "Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated."  14 What then shall we say? Is God unjust? Not at all!  15 For he says to Moses, "I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion."  16 It does not, therefore, depend on man's desire or effort, but on God's mercy” (Romans 9:9-16). 
What is God’s divine will that He tries to reveal in the bible? He has to first reveal man’s deep darkness.  Man needs so much of God’s grace all the time. Man has to stay under God’s grace all the time, otherwise, he easily forgets His grace and turns around too easily to walk his own desired way. To satisfy his lust, he carelessly deals with God’s word and even easily distorts God’s intended will. This is the totally depraved nature which still remains in the life of God’s saints.  Unless ‘faith’ intervenes in our lives continually, we will immediately act as ‘antichrists.’ Even if God’s intention is clearly revealed, we will lie and deceive others at any time to fulfill our own selfish desires and satisfaction in the flesh.  In order to perfectly save His chosen people from their deep darkness, God decided to separate Esau and Jacob so that one is used as a tool of darkness to expose the darkness of his chosen ones whereas the other is used is as a tool of righteousness in whom his darkness is struck by the rod of His agape love. Both of them were tempted. But one is tempted to be put to death as his sin is fully grown whereas the other is tempted so that his sin is fully grown to be put to death by the power of Christ’s death.  One is destroyed by sin and the other is saved from sin. ‘Faith’ makes this difference.  God’s predestined will is clearly revealed through the work of ‘faith.’  Both Esau and Jacob were wholly sinners whom God couldn’t love. But because of the work of ‘faith’ in one’s life, one remains in sin and continues to sin as God’s enemy until His eternal judgment to death whereas the other can’t remain in sin as his wicked sin is continually dealt with until God’s perfect righteousness is understood.  God’s predestined will is finally fulfilled according to His own grace and power in the lives of these sinners whom He decided to love without any condition.  “Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no regret, but worldly sorrow brings death” (2 Corinthians 7:10).  (Temptation>sorrow>lustful desire>sin>’faith’>repentance>salvation (God’s predestined will).

Conclusion
‘Faith’ leads us to God’s predestined will. What is His predestined will? It is to restore God’s image in us. Through continuous self-denial, our union with Christ is more realistically experienced and as a result, His living powers will flow through our life.  For this purpose, many temptations will come upon us. When they come, we must first discern how our darkness is working deep inside of us and wisely take up a spiritual fight against darkness by receiving the guidance of the Holy Spirit. If we can’t overcome our temptations, we won’t understand His good intention and predestined will. Then, we can’t be His good workers who bear His ‘dispensation’ according to the time of fullness. When temptations come, let us accept them as chances to realize God’s predestined will. So, we need to continue to pray that Christ’s thoughts and judgment may fill our minds and guide our ways more strongly during our time of trouble.  “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  7 And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:6-7). .
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