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Hebrews 12:12-14  12 Therefore, strengthen your feeble arms and weak knees.  13 "Make level paths for your feet," so that the lame may not be disabled, but rather healed.  14 Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be holy; without holiness no one will see the Lord.

Summary from last sermon (#32)
What is the image of the son whom God desires? We shouldn’t easily assume its an image according to our standards.  Otherwise, we become hypocrites by exercising our faith religiously. God didn’t order us to make ourselves good sons who can satisfy Him. That was not the intention of God giving us His law. The Old Testament is the covenant of work. God gave us His law and commanded us to keep it. “But you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die” (Genesis 2:17).   “Moses describes in this way the righteousness that is by the law: "The man who does these things will live by them” (Romans 10:5).  His real intention was to expose His sons’ deep darkness through His law. God can’t compromise with any of our deep darkness. Many times, we call upon God just like Cain did. Cain tried to give a fancy service to Him to win His favor.  Cain’s inner being was filled with arrogance with which he always desired to be superior to others. God knew his false heart and deeds. So, when his sin was revealed, he was caught in anger and murdered his own brother, Abel who had given a true worship to God. Abel was a type of Christ who is God. This incident proves that Cain was an enemy of God from the beginning. He was always holding a deep hostility against God’s will. “But on Cain and his offering he did not look with favor. So Cain was very angry, and his face was downcast” (Genesis 4:5).  This shows the deepest darkness hidden inside of all mankind. Everyone was, indeed, born with this sinful nature. Totally depraved men pretend to be good, yet they can turn around at any time and become scary murderers. They can’t even handle themselves when they face an unpredictable situation that dissatisfies Him.

However, let us see how God has already prepared His plan to save His people from their deep darkness. He foreknew all things and made His perfect blueprint to fulfill His divine will toward His chosen people from the beginning of creation. The New Testament is the covenant of grace. It was made between God the Father and God the Son, Jesus Christ from the beginning. God already knew that the covenant of work that was made with man would fail.  The totally depraved man can’t be a subject for God’s divine covenant. Therefore, only Christ, who is the sinless man among us all, can be the perfect subject for God’s covenant. In fact, the covenant of grace was made between God the Father and God the Son. He is the one and only way to fulfill the demand of God’s law perfectly according to His way. Therefore, we can be recreated as God’s true sons only through Him.  God the Son came in the image of Jesus Christ and fulfilled the law of Ten as One command, that is ‘Neighborly Love’ through the work of the cross. In addition, by the power of the Holy Spirit, the completed law was engraved on the hearts of His people. So, when we accept Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior, an amazing work will take place in our inner beings.  The Holy Spirit comes in and begins to discipline us by shaking, breaking, and tearing apart our old standards and values.  It seems very discouraging and disappointing for a while, yet through the work of faith, we will finally realize our new being.  We are set free from the bondage of our deep darkness and furthermore, our lives are directed to God’s predestined will.  No one did or could tell the mystery of our birth and perfect goal that is already set upon us by God so far.   But now the mystery begins to gradually reveal itself in us and transform us to be like God’s true sons for which the world isn’t worthy.

When we look at most events in the Old Testament, God’s special revelation manifests itself in the life of His chosen servants (prophets, priests, and kings) very supernaturally. His specific messages were delivered to His own people in a very dramatic way. It was the age of ‘the covenant of work’ in which the law of God is ruthlessly executed to judge and discipline the sin of Israel continuously.  Therefore, the main goal of God’s law is focused on exposing the deep darkness of His chosen people. Of course, despite that process, ‘the covenant of grace’ was continually revealed through His servants so that His chosen people may continue to hold true hope for the coming of Christ and long for God’s abundant mercy for the forgiveness of their sins through their savior. 

Israel is the type of the church defined by the New Testament.  When a sin is reveled in the community, the whole congregation must judge the sin by the law so that they can remain together in the holiness of God.  On the contrary, a completely opposite phenomenon occurs. The more they try to keep the law of God by their own effort, the more the law of God is corrupted in a religious way.  The Old Testament describes the time when mankind is still strongly bound to their lustful desire for good and evil, the function of the law can only restrain or reinforce their sinful desire. At no time do they have a perfect source of light to overcome their deep darkness. (not able not to sin).  So, all the supernatural events in the Old Testament seem to be too mystical to accept, but it is understandable that people can only be turned around from their deep darkness by such a miraculous occurrence (e.g. – Moses’ Red Sea event, Joshua’s Jericho event, Elijah’s Gamel fight against false prophets, David’s success and failure, Solomon’s glory and corruption, etc.).   The people of Israel could experience their deep repentance and put their trust in God again by continuously seeing His supernatural signs, yet their fundamental reformation didn’t genuinely take place.  Although their darkness was exposed, the light of God couldn’t be fully understood because of the law. Darkness and light weren’t united as one yet. Therefore, when Jesus came in the flesh on earth, His light wasn’t realized, but always misunderstood by people’s deep darkness. Even more, most of the people tried to use the glory of His light as a tool to make their lives successful on earth (see John 1:1-11). In the New Testament, we can see that those disciples who were selected by Jesus couldn’t overcome their own deep darkness. They always failed to understand Jesus’ message in spite of experiencing many of His great miracles and closely hearing His message all the time.  Peter was the most typical case.

Despite our wicked sins, revealed by God’s grace through Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross, the perfect community of faith was finally born on the day of Pentecost.  The covenant of grace was finally fulfilled. The true reality of the law given in the Old Testament came to earth and fulfilled the law of God in His predestined way. He demolished the penalty of the law by His sacrifice on the cross and engraved the law on the hearts of His people. What begins to happen in our hearts when the law of the Holy Spirit comes in? The law tries to expose our sins to judge us to death, yet the law of the Holy Spirit in us drives its penalties to the cross in order to put them to death.  “Because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death. (Romans 8:2).  When our sins are exposed, we would end up with harsh punishment by the law in the Old Testament. But in the New Testament, the more our sins are exposed, the more we will be set free from their bondage because the Holy Spirit burns them away immediately.  “For everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith” (1 John 5:4).  However, this marvelous reality won’t apply to us without our responding to the work of faith in us. All saints of God must fight with their sins “to the point of shedding our blood” (v.4) by disciplining themselves in word and prayer. Otherwise, the power of the gospel will merely remain in our head as knowledge, causing us to boast of it in emptiness. Even more, the grace of the gospel will be incorrectly delivered to others in either a liberal or religious way. 

Let us examine the mystery of the church shown in the New Testament. The church is the gathering of God’s children who gained the mind of Christ.  The covenantal community shown in the Old Testament experienced the power of God more externally and superficially throughout the whole community. In other words, the whole community of Israel saw God’s glory and received His divine guidance indirectly through God’s chosen leaders. For the Holiness of God to dwell continuously in the community, many times, God had to deal with sins of His community very harshly. 

But in the New Testament, we see big spiritual changes in the chosen community of God through Christ.  God’s final wish, that is the birth of Church, came to pass through the complete work of Christ as demonstrated on the cross. The ‘church’ of God is now ruled by the law of the Holy Spirit which is above the law of sin and death.   The power of the Holy Spirit manifests itself more directly for everyone, especially when each one of us is spiritually connected in unity. Each individual is enabled to experience God’s power more subjectively but it is aimed at establishing the body of Christ. The covenant community in the Old Testament was managed by the law. Everyone was ruled by the law very intensely so that God’s peace could be sustained in the community. However, the new covenantal community of God has a completely different mechanism.  As each one’s deep darkness is exposed and transformed into light by God’s grace in the gospel, the true body of the community is established in peace and unity. The exposure of individual’s darkness causes everyone to submit and surrender their life more sincerely to the head of Christ. The power of the old covenant community comes about by each individual being armed by the law, whereas the new covenant community of Christ gains its true power when each ‘I’ disappears by grace and the ‘us’  together is subordinated to the head of Christ

Therefore, strengthen your feeble arms and weak knees.  13 "Make level paths for your feet," so that the lame may not be disabled, but rather healed.  14 Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be holy; without holiness no one will see the Lord (vv.12-14)
Today’s text reveals the secret of the new covenant community established through Christ. Jesus explained to His disciples about the mystery of the Church by using the concept of ‘us’ in the gospel.  The ‘us’ defined by Jesus doesn’t mean just a group that is made of ‘I’ and ‘you.’ The ‘us’ defined by the world can never make us truly one united group because sin always leads us to remain in an adversarial relationship to each other.  What is, then, the true ‘us’ defined by Jesus?  “That all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.  22 I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one:  23 I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me” (John 17:21-23).  In the bible the God of Trinity shows us how God exists in the perfect nature of ‘us.’ Christ Jesus prayed for His disciples that they may dwell in this mysterious relationship, so they could exist truly as one body.  Our faith in Jesus Christ is the key. That faith given by God’s grace makes us unite with Christ Jesus and as a result, we are united with the God of Trinity who perfectly exists as ‘one.’  Within those individuals who clearly realize this truth, the new covenant community of Christ is established as one body. ‘Faith’ leads each saint to the place of ‘nothingness’ and then subordinates him to the head of Christ who is the essence of light and life. This is the true body of ‘us,’ that is the union between our ‘nothingness’ and ‘Christ’s true being.’ 

In order to experience this amazing mystery of ‘oneness,’ we need first to perceive our own new creation as well as that of the others formed in the gospel.  We shouldn’t judge others’ darkness legalistically but always be ready to share the living message of the gospel with them so that their darkness can also be transformed into light.  Then, every darkness will be a platform to lead us to the place of nothingness and furthermore, it will be a process to ultimately connect us to the head of Christ. The gospel community that is made of the ‘us’ in Christ must bear important responsibilities to work together to establish each other in God’s grace. Unless we seriously take care of others the same as we do ourselves, the ‘us’ in Christ can’t truly exist.  When not the boasting ‘I,’ but the nothing ‘I’ is connected together in Christ, the power of the gospel will be manifested powerfully in the world.  While we are growing together in Christ, we need to deal and help with other’s spiritual problems very seriously, in the grace of the gospel’s way. Otherwise, we won’t experience the true blessing of the gospel that is prepared for the ‘us’, the church of Christ. Let us understand the Lord’s prayer as taught by Jesus. “Our Father who is in heaven” (Matt.6:9). His prayer begins not with ‘my’ Father but with ‘our’ Father. When the Father in heaven become ‘our’ Father, true intimacy will be experienced among us.
We need to especially minister to our brothers and sisters whose arms are feeble and knees are weak in the grace of God.  All of the deep darkness of our brothers and sisters will become very precious platforms that bring all of us into the truly united ‘us’ in the gospel.  “Therefore, strengthen (‘anorthoo’: ‘ano’+’oros’: above the law) your feeble arms and weak knees. Make level paths for your feet, so that the lame(a figure of one who receives God’s disciplines) may not be disabled (‘eklepo’: reject), but rather healed.  14 Make every effort to live in peace with all men (with all the church members) in the community) and to be holy; without holiness no one will see(‘horao’: be able to perceive deep inside) the Lord” (vv.12-14)

Conclusion
People in the world usually try to prove and boast of ‘their’ own great success.  But the gospel shifts our focus from building the ‘I’ to establishing the ‘us’ together in Christ. Without seeing the spiritual reality of the ‘I’ in nothingness and the ‘us’ connected to the head of Christ who is the only true existence, the true life of the gospel can’t be experienced inside the church. When we try to judge others’ darkness legalistically, we are nothing but just like the Pharisees who always try to prove their superiority to others. Jesus accused them of being a son of the viper.  As God’s church, we should be able to with great love and patience lift up others whose arms are feeble and knees are weak through the power of the gospel.  If we don’t or can’t care for others in the gospel, the true ‘us’ in Christ can’t be established among us.  Each of us should grow up spiritually and able to minister to others in the gospel. Until we reach that point, we can’t recognize Christ as ‘our’ Lord perfectly. Our important mission is for ‘us’ grow together in maturity along with our personal growth in faith.  Let us keep establishing our church as one body in Christ by demonstrating Christ’s agape love toward each other.  “Let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water.  23 Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful.  24 And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds.  25 Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another-- and all the more as you see the Day approaching” (Hebrews 10:22-25). 
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