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Hebrews 13:4-8

Hebrews 13:4-8  4 Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge the adulterer and all the sexually immoral.  5 Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said, "Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you."  6 So we say with confidence, "The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?"  7 Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. Consider the outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith.  8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.

Summary from last week (#36)
What is one of the most important events in our life? One of them is to meet angles (‘malak’: one sent by God to deliver His message) of God who deliver God’s messages to us. Those are believers of Christ and travelers who pass through the wildness by faith. They are the ones whom we must most preciously ‘entertain’ and befriend in our life. God’s saints who sincerely believe in Christ and genuinely serve His church are all angels of God.  As His saints, our most important task in our church life is to deliver the living message of the gospel to each other. 

God’s saints must always be ready to hear His messages with a prayerful heart. At the same time, our effort to deliver the living message of Christ to others must come along with our growth in faith. By doing so, we will continue to gain our true brothers and heavenly friends in the gospel.  Let us consider our coworkers in the gospel to be very precious and bear our divine task together with them in unity. All whom we meet through the divine guidance of the Spirit are our most precious guests whose names are recorded in the book of life.  “Therefore, my brothers, you whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, that is how you should stand firm in the Lord, dear friends!  2 I plead with Euodia and I plead with Syntyche to agree with each other in the Lord.  3 Yes, and I ask you, loyal yokefellow, help these women who have contended at my side in the cause of the gospel, along with Clement and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the book of life” (Philippians 4:1-3). 

“Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge the adulterer and all the sexually immoral” (v.4)
Another important event that we must consider is ‘marriage.’ A marriage is the unity made between a man and woman. It is joining created by God. What was His intention of creating a marriage system for His people?  “The LORD God said, "It is not good (‘towb’) for the man to be alone(‘bad’: separation, a branch, or a pole). I will make a helper(‘ezer’: to open and feed life) suitable for him . . . 21 So the LORD God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man's ribs(‘melos’: symbolizing protection of life) and closed up the place with flesh.  22 Then the LORD God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man.  23 The man said, "This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called 'woman', for she was taken out of man."  24 For this reason a man will leave(‘azab’: forsake) his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh.  25 The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame” (Gen. 21:18, 21-25).  What is the image of the man whom God considers to be the worthiest? We already have the right answer from the New Testament. It is for a man to become a living temple in which God’s Spirit dwells. “Don't you know that you yourselves are God's temple and that God's Spirit lives in you?” (1 Corinthians 3:16). Christ becomes our perfect mate. As His bride, we enjoy His life and also provide a shelter for Him to continue to feed His life to others. This is the image of a spiritual marriage that is ultimately predestined by God. God sees this union as a ‘good’ marriage that should take place in our life.  In our marriage, man should take the role of Christ and woman should assume the role of a helper so that they may continuously enjoy and deliver the life of Christ for themselves and others.

Let us see more specifically how God started to fulfill this purpose in the beginning. The first man God created was a being that was living ‘alone.’ But this didn’t look good to His eyes. So, God decided to make ‘a helper’ for him. He created a woman from the rib taken out of the man. What is the role of the woman? She must help the man obey the laws that God commanded to them to rule all things with the life of God. So, they were commanded to eat only the fruit from the tree of life and prohibited from eating the fruit of the forbidden tree.  However, she completely failed her job as a ‘helper.’ She was deceived by Satan and caused the man to fall into sin. As a result, they both were separated from God and began to suffer mentally from their marriage. Although they were physically united as one body through their marriage, they began to fell shame because of their nakedness. Why? That is the nature of sin. With their own lustful knowledge of good and evil, they naturally began to judge each other’s faults and fight to be superior over the other. That is the spiritual condition of our marriage today. True unity in our marriage is completely impossible without Christ being with and in us although people desperately hope and dream that their marriage will be perfectly happy. 

Why did the woman fail in her job? It is because the marriage that was created by God would be ultimately fulfilled through God’s power alone, not through her effort. To complete the marriage originally designed by God, God must offer something that enables man and woman to be perfectly united as one body all the time. That is the power of the Holy Spirit. Man must keep supplying the life of God and faithfully protect his wife through the power of the Holy Spirit. In the same way, woman must keep enjoying the life and help her husband focus on faithfully fulfilling his task with the power of the Holy Spirit.  The word, ‘help’ points to the role of the Holy Spirit in the New Testament. The Holy Spirit is called, ‘helper’(parakletos). The Holy Spirit must come into us so that we can faithfully bear the role of a ‘helper’ without failing. The Holy Spirit leads us to be ruled by the head of Christ as we are united with Him as one body. “But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you” (John 14:26).  Both man and woman must be transformed as ones who are ruled by the Holy Spirit.  Otherwise, the marriage intended by God can’t be truly established,  

If the mystery of Christ isn’t truly realized, people can’t consider their marriage as worthy in God’s sight. They are always tempted to defile their bed, partake of adultery and all other kinds of sexual immorality. Of course, there are people who try to keep their marriage pure with their good desire and effort, yet they can’t perfectly sustain their marriage because their desire and will are based on totally corrupted minds. On the other hand, we can see many examples of strange and wicked marriage customs from other countries.  Both good and bad marriages based on human judgment and methods are all adulterous and sexually immoral from a spiritual perspective because these marriages are not established upon the gospel.  The bible tells us that ‘adultery’ and ‘sexual immorality’ come from not having true knowledge of God. “ Hear the word of the LORD, you Israelites, because the LORD has a charge to bring against you who live in the land: "There is no faithfulness, no love, no acknowledgment of God in the land.  2 There is only cursing, lying and murder, stealing and adultery; they break all bounds, and bloodshed follows bloodshed. . . 6 my people are destroyed from lack of knowledge. "Because you have rejected knowledge, I also reject you as my priests; because you have ignored the law of your God, I also will ignore your children” (Hosea 4:1-2,6 – see the whole chapter. ‘adultery’ and ‘sexual immorality’ also come from having other knowledge from the world). 

Each individual must be born again in the Spirit and perform the role of a ‘helper’ through the power of the Holy Spirit in order to enjoy the life of Christ together with his or her mate and share this truth with others. This is the ultimate goal of the marriage predestined by God.  A man and a woman truly become ‘one flesh’ in their marriage this way.  Through our married life, we should continue to correctly realize the mystery of the gospel, that is about the nature of our sin and God’s perfect righteousness that covers our sin through Christ by His grace.

“Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said, "Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you” (v.5)

‘Money’ is also one of the most important areas with which we must wisely deal in the gospel. Most temptations and trouble are related to ‘money.’  Speaking frankly, many immediate needs can be resolved with money. Therefore, when people go though many troubles because of money, they easily gain ‘bitter roots’ about money and begin to worship money as their most important idol.  How should we as God’s saints cope with the many issues related to money? Today’s verse 5 says that we shouldn’t love money but learn to be content with what we have. Obviously, God’s saints shouldn’t be lazy but should diligently work for their living. They should be responsible to fulfill their needs and also be able to share their possessions with others. However, when we face difficult time financially, we should learn to ‘be content’ in the gospel. The word, ‘content’(‘arkeo’< ‘airo’: to lift up, to redeem) means a condition that satisfies our souls and bodies as our needs are met.  This happens when we really get closer to God.  “But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient(‘arkeo’- ‘content’) for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me” (2 Corinthians 12:9).  When we are tempted financially, let us ask for God’s wisdom not only for a solution, but realizing more fully God’s intended will that is already set upon our life.  God surely has a greater purpose for His people. There is a reason why we have to keep walking the wilderness through a means of financial difficulty. God wants to raise us up as His servants who put their whole trust in Him alone. During the time of our troubles, we naturally feel that either God is absent from us or has forsaken us. But God’s will is very definite and concise for His own people. God is disciplining His people to reveal to them the mystery of the gospel more deeply and use them more powerfully for the glory of His kingdom.  Let us keep being filled with the power of the Holy Spirit. Out of our temporary emptiness and chaos due to our financial burden, we will see greater hope and plan that God already predestined for us.

“So we say with confidence, "The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?" (v.6)
 The most fearful factor in our life could be other ‘people.’  The spiritual condition of those who do not have the life of Christ in them is like thsose who are ready to murder or have already murdered in God’s eyes.   They can’t get rid of their own deep bitter roots, which are hatred and anger toward God and others.  So, when they gain the power of wealth, fortune, fame, and politics, they gradually begin to reveal to themselves and others their evil motivation which they did not know themselves before. However, we should truly thank God for what he has done for us through Christ. We are no longer His enemy, but have become HIs closest family and friend of His. 

God’s saints should clearly know the true object of their godly fear in the gospel. It is not people but God alone. “Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell” (Matthew 10:28).  Why are people afraid of people? It is because they might be killed or crushed to death by people. Our fundamental fear ultimately comes from our anticipated death.  Death was caused by sin. Man became spiritually blinds after the Fall. No one can predict the life after his death. But, somehow, people know by nature that there will be harsh punishment for their actions after their death and so they naturally tremble in fear for their unpredictable future.  “There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love” (1 John 4:18).  In Christ, all of the penalty of our sins were completely demolished. Our real new life, in fact, will begin after our death. Nothing can change our fate which was determined by God’s sovereign grace. Therefore, we shouldn’t fear of man anymore. When we face troubles and persecutions from people, let us come closer to God and confidently come to the throne of God.   Let us keep asking for the power of God through the Holy Spirit which surpasses our knowledge and wisdom.  Let our fear of man be tuned into more trusting and confidence in God’s immutable plan that is set upon us in the gospel. 
. 


“Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. Consider the outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith” (v.7)

Let us understand the spiritual law of our life.  “Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked (to turn up the nose or sneer – an attitude of contempt to truth). A man reaps what he sows.  8 The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that nature will reap destruction; the one who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life” (Galatians 6:7-8).  Even the worldly law shows the same rules and yet only corruptible fruit is borne. Let us examine the spiritual law more carefully. There are many people who do not know Christ. So, they naturally show contempt for Him. Even more, there are wicked people who sell the name of God to gain their own fame and power inside the church.  We have to carefully observe “the outcome of their way of life.” They are ‘anti-Christs’ who mimic the true gospel. They have had no interest at all in truth, but always hold different purposes and motivations that opposed the law of the gospel from the beginning. They continue to try destroying the divine order of God’s church. They can deceive man but not God. When we try harder to dwell in the truth of the gospel, their false fruit can’t be hidden but is revealed to us more clearly as time goes by. 

Conclusion
“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever” (v.8)
What is the true hope and rest of God’s saints? The most precious friend and brother who
never changes but is always the same dwells in us all the time.  Because of His steadfast character, we are healed and restored as new beings every day. Our ‘bitter roots’ that always make us changeable are continuously cast out and only deep serenity remains in us as we come closer to Him. Can we really say that the ‘I’ now is the true ‘I’ in confidence? We don’t really know about ourselves because we always change our minds either consciously or unconsciously. That is why we are confused all the time by our sinful nature. However, One who has no sin and can generate His eternal life came to us. He unites us with Him as one body. He recreates us as new brides who possess the Holy Spirit. Through His Spirit, we can stand steadfast in truth and truly help His divine task. We no longer exist as lonely beings.  Our mutual minds are ruled over by Christ’s immutable mind. Don’t be deceived by our worldly environment and other people’s lies.  We became the most important companions of Jesus as we eternally possess the Holy Spirit. We became true helpers for Jesus’ ministry having the same mind of Christ.  Let us continue to grow as God’s important workers in God’s steadfast love and grace.
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