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Matthew 25:14-30   14 "Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted his property to them.  15 To one he gave five talents of money, to another two talents, and to another one talent, each according to his ability. Then he went on his journey.  16 The man who had received the five talents went at once and put his money to work and gained five more.  17 So also, the one with the two talents gained two more.  18 But the man who had received the one talent went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his master's money.  19 "After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with them.  20 The man who had received the five talents brought the other five. 'Master,' he said, 'you entrusted me with five talents. See, I have gained five more.'  21 "His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!'  22 "The man with the two talents also came. 'Master,' he said, 'you entrusted me with two talents; see, I have gained two more.'  23 "His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!'  24 "Then the man who had received the one talent came. 'Master,' he said, 'I knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered seed.  25 So I was afraid and went out and hid your talent in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.'  26 "His master replied, 'You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I have not sown and gather where I have not scattered seed?  27 Well then, you should have put my money on deposit with the bankers, so that when I returned I would have received it back with interest.  28 "'Take the talent from him and give it to the one who has the ten talents.  29 For everyone who has will be given more, and he will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him.  30 And throw that worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.'

Summary from last week

In order to correctly interpret the message of the three parables in Matthew, chapter 25, we must also study their previous context. Jesus’ disciples wanted to know “the day or hour” of the end time after hearing the message about the signs of the end time from Jesus.  Jesus repeatedly said to them, “No one knows” but “Keep watch.”(24:36,42).   He warned us of many appearances of false prophets and false Christs everywhere at the end. We will hear many lies, especially within churches.  So, we must be equipped with truth and be able to preach and teach the gospel message more correctly as our end time grows near.  The Lord Jesus will surely come back to judge the wicked and yet He will completely save His “faithful and wise servants” who correctly share with others the bread of truth at the proper time (24:45).   Then Jesus continued to give His disciples the messages of the three parables in the next chapter 25, which consecutively and repeatedly reveal how God’s salvation would be accomplished in spite of all of the harsh judgments at the end.  The parables are secret messages presented in order to give comfort and courage to God’s people whose ears are open to hear and understand the great mystery of the gospel by grace.

The Parable of the Ten Virgins clearly explains about God’s decree and provision about the fulfillment of His salvation and judgment at the end time. Only the oil, which symbolizes the seal of the Holy Spirit, given by God can cast out all chaos and emptiness of darkness in us. Only the light of God can reveal our hidden sins and make us clean and complete. However, there are those who create false lights copying His light in a similar way by covering our darkness legalistically, religiously, and mystically.  They may also wonderfully lead us into a sort of sanctification and maturity, yet they only make an outward form fancy without experiencing true self-denial through God’s power. That is why God’s people must “keep watch”, and not be deceived by these false words and behaviors. “The day or hour” of the end time has indeed already come upon us from a spiritual perspective, so we are already living in the end time and can surpass all situations by resting in God’s grace and peace. God’s people can spiritually enjoy the reality of the kingdom of heaven on earth by living in God’s appointed time (kairos) in faith while physically living in human history (chronos).

Misconception about the parable of the Talents
This is one of the most famous and popular messages preached and taught in the church. It is not too difficult to understand the message when we read it literally and out of its context. It sounds like God entrusted His people to take care of His possessions and will reward or punish them according to the result of their management of His possessions when He comes back.  So, we are often charged to increase our commitment to serve the church for this reason. Is this really a true message of the gospel? If this is the case, God is a liar. First, the message in the previous context (The Parable of the Ten virgins) doesn’t’ match the meaning of this text.  Both parables deliver the same message about God’s sovereignty about His salvation and judgment.  Second, God’s predestined-salvation seems to need man’s work to be complete. Third, the gospel of grace turns us back to the law of the Old Testament again. Therefore, a wrong interpretation of the parable will be a tool of judgment for some people while it becomes a message of grace for others.

“Again, it will be like”
The word, “again”(hostel) means “as if,” “resemble,” or “like this.” This parable is almost the same as the previous parable regarding its message. They both describe about the kingdom of heaven; how God’s sons will reign and serve at the end. So, they can’t be given two different messages. They both deliver the same message. We must discern those false preachers and teachers who randomly and discordantly deliver all kinds of messages from this parable, especially emphasizing man’s hard work being responsible for one’s own salvation.  Our salvation is subject to God’s sovereign power and grace, not our works. The way of His salvation is completely in His hand. The way of His accomplishment is opposite to our expectation.

“For”(gar)
The word, “for”(gar) connects this parable to the previous parable in order to explain the reason why we must keep watch more specifically. This parable describes more concretely how God’s faithful and wise servants should live their lives in the end time. 

“A man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted his property to them” (v.14)

“A man” is like “the bridegroom” in the Parable of the Ten Virgins. “Going on a journey” means “going toward the gathering of certain people” which symbolizes the kingdom of God. The man(Jesus) called “his servants”.  Those servants include both God’s chosen people and people outside God’s chosen line. From the beginning of creation, God has used both to fulfill his plans in our history.  For example, there always have been two opposite sides playing against each other: Cain and Abel, Ishmael and Isaac, Esau and Jacob, the Gentiles and the Israelites, and Judas and the other disciples.  In the first parable, the unwise virgins appears as a symbol of children of the devil, and in this second parable, the wicked servant appears to play the same role.  So, they can’t be considered as faithful believers, but as children of the devil who distort the truth and fabricate lies.  

The word, “call”(kaleo) means “demands loudly” or “stimulate.” This word has relations both to “bad”(kakos) and “good”(kalos). God “loudly demands” His people correctly understand His goodness(agathos) and reproduce His goodness by sharing the words of truth hidden in Christ(kalos).  Whereas He also “stimulates” others to incorrectly understand the truth of God and lie (kakos).  The purpose of His calling is to unite He and His people as well as to separate the devil’s children from the light of God.  Of course, God does not create evil by himself, but permits the wicked to do evil so that God’s children may correctly realize the importance of His light. 

“Entrusted his property to them” means in Greek that “He delivered himself and began his things under.”  The word, “entrust” means in Greek “deliver, betray, sell, or give up.” Jesus was betrayed by Judas, sold and delivered to gentiles, and finally gave up his spirit on the cross finally. It seems that the devil prevailed against Jesus. Whereas in fact, God allowed the wicked to play a role of darkness in order to bring His people into His light out of the darkness.  From a spiritual perspective, there are only two types of people in God’s history: those who betrayed and sold God the Son, and those who received the life of Jesus through God’s grace.

What kind of “property” has He entrusted to His servants from the creation?  What have we received from God as the most important treasure in our life? It is God’s life through Jesus. In order to give us the life of truth, God gave His promise right after the Fall (Gen.3:15) and proceeded to fulfill His promise by giving birth to His sons through the word of truth. This is the only property that God entrusted to His people.  It is “the life of truth” or “the word of truth.”  There is no other possession than this life which we, believers, must seek and find.  Jesus left His last words with His disciples right before His accession to heaven. “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Matt.28:18-19).  Everything He wished and demanded from His servants was bearing His descendants through the word of life. It is the same for us today.  God gave Jesus who has all authority in heaven and earth to us.  This is the only property given to us. In order to gain this divine property, all the possessions we tightly hold on earth must be lost. “ You sympathized with those in prison and joyfully accepted the confiscation of your property, because you knew that you yourselves had better and lasting possessions” (Heb. 10:34). The words, “better and lasting”(kleiton) are related to the words, “God’s power and authority”(klatos).   God entrusted the power and authority of His life to His children so that only we may enjoy this source of blessing as a secret while living on earth, and we also preach the true message of the gospel to others who are still bound to earthly possession as a result of the deception by the devil. That is reason that our church has a great debt to evangelism and mission.

The cross event took place two thousand years ago in our chronos time, and yet it had previously happened in God’s appointed time, Kairos.  God’s sons who already had received His life began to appear from the beginning of creation. When the proper time came, the cross event took place as a reality in our eyes. Yet that same possession was already entrusted to His servants from the beginning throughout our history.  The “possession” points to “the word of truth” that makes us alive from death.

The wicked servants are also entrusted with God’s possession. But their role is completely opposite. They have constantly stood on the opposite side of God by distorting His word and making the “truth” a lie.  In such a way false prophets and false Christs have continued to arise in history.  They are permitted to deceive more people in their darkness.   They deceitfully use God’s word to satisfy their evil desires inside the church.  They are legalistic, mystical, and religious people who pretend to believe in God.

“To one he gave five talents of money, . . . each according to his ability”

This verse shouldn’t be lightly interpreted. Does this mean that God has given different talents according to one’s ability? Many churches teach in that way. So, people who have more ability tend to also have more talents given by God.  If this is the case, it seems that God is very unfair because he distinguishes between people and distributes different number of Talents according to their abilities. But many verses in the bible say that God treats all of His people alike. “This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference” (Rom 3:22, Col. 3:11, Acts 15:9).  What is the difference between one’s ability and the Talents given by God? 

The word, “ability”(dunamis) means “authority” or “power.” This isn’t ours. It belongs to God.  I see many believers who desire to receive more anointing (or a greater share) of the Holy Spirit. What should be the right motivation of asking for more of His authority and power to be manifested in our life?  Jesus used all of His great power and authority to serve us and make us free from our death.  Many times, He ran away from the crowds who misunderstood His demonstration of signs and wonders.  Even His disciples always looked for a better chance to gain more success and power through Him. What was the purpose of releasing His power and authority upon His people? It is to give birth to descendants of the life of God and establish them upon truth.  

The Lord says, “each according to his ability” but “each through his own power given by God” is a better expression. The power to make one free from death is given by God. Each one of us is now allowed to exercise His power as his own for this purpose. For this reason, God gave  “Talents” to each servant. The “Talents” do not point to our human ability. We will study about the meaning of the “Talents” in next sermon. Man’s ability and power many times have hindered God’s plans and power as shown in the bible.  They shouldn’t be perceived as Gods’ blessing or favor.  The Apostle Paul had great talent, ability, and background from his birth, but God made Paul perceive them all as “rubbish” in His grace (Phil.3:8).  He learned to hold onto God’s power and grace alone by continuously denying his own ability.  Inside the church, each one’s service to God may look differently according to his or her own abilities and gifts. But God already gave them each all the same power and authority in Christ. Within this mindset, we have to study further about the true meaning of “Talents” and God’s purpose of giving them to us.

Conclusion up to this point
When we truly accept Jesus as our own savior, we have all the same authority and power of God, but each of us enjoys them in different ways according to each one’s abilities and gifts.  God entrusted the word of His life to His people so that every believer must wrestle with oneself in order to deliver this truth to others wisely and faithfully. His power will be more manifested in our presence when our reliance on our own ability is decreased. By holding onto His power and grace alone, we should correctly exercise the gift of faith and anointing of His authority in order to give birth to God’s sons.  We must deny ourselves and take up our own cross daily and follow Him (Luke 9:23).  This is the only mission of God’s church. 
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