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Matthew 25:14-30   14 "Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted his property to them.  15 To one he gave five talents of money, to another two talents, and to another one talent, each according to his ability. Then he went on his journey.  16 The man who had received the five talents went at once and put his money to work and gained five more.  17 So also, the one with the two talents gained two more.  18 But the man who had received the one talent went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his master's money.  

Summary from last week
 There are two kinds of servants in God’s eyes: those who are chosen and sealed with the Holy Spirit and those who falsely imitate God’s true servants (legalistic, religious, and mystical believers). God entrusted His property to both of them. The word, “entrust” means “passing His live over.” As a result, from the beginning of creation, there have appeared sons of God who depends solely upon His grace. On the contrary, the sons of the devil also have actively involved in our history by doing a business with God’s word for their own glory. “Each according to his ability” means each one possessed God’s power and authority as his own. God gave His children authority of heaven and earth in order to raise the dead from their sins and death through preaching and teaching the gospel message.  The word, “each” doesn’t mean His distinction toward His children. God’s power and authority manifest in a different way according to our environment and backgrounds, so we see them at different measure with our eyes. God put His authority and power of the gospel in our vessels when we accepted Jesus Christ as our own savior.  Then, He pours out His “Talents” upon our vessels. 

What is “Talents?”
“Talents” doesn’t mean “power” or “ability,” which anyone can easily assume as a human term. In fact, “Talents” was used as a currency in order to weight the worth of gold and silver (Exo. 25:39, 2 Samuel 12:30).  One “Talent” worth $500,000.00  today(20-40 kg of gold). This word has equal meaning of the word, “phero” which means “to deliver, bear,  and put in.”  Therefore,, the purpose of giving “Talents” to each one with His authority is for His children to deliver the life of God to others and bear the same fruit through preaching and teaching the gospel message correctly. This is our church mission. We must correctly weigh the word of God and avoid preaching and teaching it legalistically, religiously, and mystically. Otherwise, the word of God will be delivered as a law of judgment and punishment.  We should correctly measure the word of God with discernment and realize the true intention hidden in God’s word.  God gave us His word to give us the eternal life and save us from death. This is reason why we need so much grace of God in order to understand Gods’ message spiritually. Without the genuine help of the Holy Spirit, people tend to use the word of God with their own lustful desire to make their life more success in the world. The word of God wasn’t also given to develop our moral ability and fabricate our maturity outwardly.  People misuse God’s word to boast of their self-righteousness. They incorrectly weigh the word of God. Incorrectly measuring the intention of God’s message, they try to distort it to satisfy their own taste with human power and ability. We must carefully open the box and find what is hidden inside of the word of God through touching and measuring it with our hands.  We should avoid to easily assume Gods’ intention and will when reading the word of God.

Why did he give different amount of talents to each servant? Is it because each one has a different ability and size of vessel to receive Gods’ blessings? Why does God distinguish His people, and by what standard does he choose to give?  We have heard many times that it is Gods’ sovereign choice.  So we must obey to accept His decision and live by faith using our talents our best to glorify His name. If that is the case, all pastors and missionaries, or any gifted servants will be treated better in heaven.  This is simply legalistic, religious, and mystical view because the word was literally interpreted. No matter how many talents are given, they all point to the same weight of the truth hidden in the word. Symbolically, the five talents are the word of the law. Ten Commandments are divided into two: the first five are our love for God and the second five are our love for neighbor. Also the Ten Commandments can be largely condensed into two: “Love your God” and “love your neighbor.” (Matthew 22:38-39).   Finally, the whole law of God was fulfilled through the cross and passed over us as one commandment. “The entire law is summed up in a single command, “Love your neighbor as yourself” (Gal. 5:14, James 2:8). Therefore, the five, the two, and the one talent equally symbolize the word of God which His servants must correctly weigh and use it. The word of God has the most important weight that deals with a matter of life and death. His servants must measure its worth concretely and consciously. In other words, they must realize God’s spiritual message hidden in the word by grace and preach and teach others just as what our Father originally intended to deliver.  All of his servants are equally entrusted to do this mission by using the same authority and power in Christ Jesus. 

In the book of Ephesus, Paul says, “One Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all”(4:5).  In Romans, he also says, “This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference(3:22).  There are many verses saying about our same faith and authority given in Jesus Christ.  We all received the same power of the Holy Spirit at the time of our salvation. Then, no matter how we are or what we do, we can now realize the truth hidden in the word only by God’s grace and power through faith (examples: Jesus’ disciples, fisherman, tax collector, or prostitutes). The manifestation of God’s authority and power in our lives look different to people’s eyes, yet the goal of God’s ministry is the same for all people who belong to Him. Through the process of self-denial, we are led to see the reality of darkness that binds us to sin and death and drawn to the light of God. Ultimately we are led to solely depend upon Him and become content in His grace. “He chose to give us birth through the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of all he created”(James 1:18).  Jesus gave birth to us as a child of God through the word of truth. In the same way, God entrusted us His talents with His authority and power so that we can give birth to sons of God by using the talents, which is the word of life. This is God’s most important concern toward His servants. We must fight a good fight to fulfill this divine mission through the talents given by God.  No one among God’s children who do this mission is greater or smaller than the other in God’s eyes. This is a secret mission which the world can’t recognize without God’s grace. The world won’t applause us because this mission is not loudly heard or visibly recognizable.   That is why Jesus called us, “the least”(Luke 7:28). Like Paul spiritually gave birth to Timothy, our church mission quietly and continually bears God’s children who is “the least” in the world but “greatest” in the kingdom of God. God gave us all the same authority and power of the Holy Spirit. According to God’s time, each one bears the fruit of life in various ways.  True servants confess that they’ve done nothing on their own but everything was possible through God’s power and grace. We will see this mystery more clearly and concretely in the last parable, “The Sheep and the Goats” 

“The man who had received the five talents went at once and put his money to work and gained five more”(v.16)

The word, “went”(phoreumai) means “cross over.” It is derived from the word, “pera”(tempt, train).  Its primary root is “peran”(beyond, or across). God’s people are the ones who crossed from heaven into earth. While living in the wilderness and being tempted by the devil, they are commissioned to fill and deliver the bread of truth. They have to walk in the same journey Jesus went through. “Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil”(Matt. 4:1).   The verse 16 literally says, “The man was sent after receiving the five talents. He worked in them. He produced five other talents.” (it is not “more” but “other” or “different”) God’s servant is sent to this world with His words entrusted to him. So, our mission is to correctly interpret the law of God as truth and proclaim the message of God’s grace in a different level (the gospel way, not religious or legalistic way) which people are spiritually and physically made alive when hearing the gospel message with their ears from us. 

The next verse 17 says, “So also, the one with the two talents gained two more.” He did the same way. The two talents also mean God’s law which can be abbreviated in two commandments: “love your God” and “love your neighbor.” He also correctly interpreted the law and “gained”(kerdaino) two “other”(not “more”) talents which means the message of life hidden in the law. People tent to understand this message from a business perspective, so the churches try to expand their territory through a business method by using God’s word.  Many believers misunderstand that they would receive either greater rewards or punishments according to the amount of their hard works done for God’s church. They consider God as a CEO in a business company. God’s most interest for His servants is delivering His message not as law but as truth in grace so that people may gain the true life of His kingdom. In order for us to discover the true life of God in life, our wealth, health, or success may be either increased or decreased.  

Let us examine the last servant who received the one talent. “But the man who had received the one talent went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his master's money”(v.18). He also received the word of God.  The word of God is ultimately concluded as one truth, “Neighborly Love.” However, he acted very strangely unlike other servants. He went, dug and hid “his master’s money.”  The word, “went”(arpekomai) means, “set apart, avoided, and prohibited.” The word, “hid”(apokriopto) means “concealed, or perfectly hid.” In Matthew 5:14, it says, “"You are the light of the world. A city on a hill(Jerusalem, law) cannot be hidden.”  “The ground” was cursed after the Fall. It represents a condition of the law in which we are bound with our lustful desire. We shouldn’t misuse Gods’ word to fulfill our lustful desire and to make our lives better and successful while living our life on “the ground.” The last servant couldn’t perceive the talents as a treasure of heaven which leads him to discover life but took it worthlessly. He couldn’t understand the talent’s amazing eternal value but treated it as a book of law.  That shows the evil condition of all religions which fall into either legalism or mysticism.  The servant was completely set apart from God’s grace and love.

Another reason of hiding the talent was that the servant hated it the light of the word that reveals the darkness of emptiness and chaos within him.  God’s people welcome His light that continuously exposes their hidden darkness because it causes them to rely more upon His grace and love alone. However, those Pharisees hated Jesus and His words because He didn’t recognize their righteousness but continued to reveal their false motives. The devil and his children want to reveal their own light, so they imitate the light of God through their own works and effort. They can never understand truth but always pretend to realize truth through outward actions. That is why their living style always look fancy and recognizable and yet noisy and loud.

One thing we have to notice from servant’s reaction is that he hid “master’s money.” God gave him “one talent” which symbolizes the life of the word. However, he perceived it merely as “money”(alguirion). It is a silver drachma used in Greece or a currency of silver in Judea society. When Jesus was betrayed by Judas, “thirty silver coins” was handed over to him(Matt.26;15).  Silver was valued as a very precious treasure next to gold. It was commonly used as a coin for market place or for idol worship. The last servant merely perceived the talent (the law of God) as a silver coin for his business purpose.  That was how he weighed the worth of God’s word and used it to fulfill his gratification and satisfaction.  Just like Judas, he pursued his own success legalistically, religiously, and mystically with his own lustful desire.  The last servant represents all “false prophets and false Christs.” They don’t see God’s word as life but as “money.”  They eagerly served and followed God while having a business with it and making profits out of it. However, when they find any loss in their business, they can sell God just like Judas. They are “evil doers” and “children of the devil.”   \

Second Conclusion
Discovering this wonderful message from this parable is very thankful but also fearful.  We can see how easily people use and distort the word of God with their own lustful desire.  God’s message can lead us either into life or death. Without His grace, we will misunderstand His message and do more sins against Him.  The parable of “Talents” provokes our repentance by revealing our sinful desire and wickedness before God.  We shouldn’t do evil things which “fast prophets and false Chrsits” do. We shouldn’t be deceived by the devil’s scheme. We shouldn’t put down God’s word in a business level.  God deals with a matter of death and life in our life through His word. Our human effort and method shouldn’t be involved but taken always. Only God’s power and grace must be held and worked through in our life. Which servants am I belonging to? Of course, we aren’t the last servant. However, we often have acted like the last evil one. Let us correctly realize God’s word and boldly preach and teach this message of truth to others.
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