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Matthew 25:19-30   
19 "After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with them.  20 The man who had received the five talents brought the other five. 'Master,' he said, 'you entrusted me with five talents. See, I have gained five more.'  21 "His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!'  22 "The man with the two talents also came. 'Master,' he said, 'you entrusted me with two talents; see, I have gained two more.'  23 "His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!'  24 "Then the man who had received the one talent came. 'Master,' he said, 'I knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered seed.  25 So I was afraid and went out and hid your talent in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.'  26 "His master replied, 'You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I have not sown and gather where I have not scattered seed?  27 Well then, you should have put my money on deposit with the bankers, so that when I returned I would have received it back with interest.  28 "'Take the talent from him and give it to the one who has the ten talents.  29 For everyone who has will be given more, and he will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him.  30 And throw that worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.'   

Summary from last week
Man’s main interest is about gaining one’s blessing and success in the world, whereas God’s main interest is giving His children His life and eternality.  If anyone is still bound to the earthly interest, he will naturally perceive God with a business mind. That is an idol worship and work of the devil. But if one finds true life hidden in the law of God, his life will be filled with thankfulness for God’s grace, focused on enjoying the power of God’s life, and directed toward what is taken hold on by God’s life.  The five, two, and one talent symbolize the law of God in which we can find His life by grace. If we can’t correctly measure the weight of God’s word, we can’t possess the seed of life and give birth to a new life in God. Then we will be just the same as “the false prophets and false Christs” mentioned by Jesus. If we give birth to a law through the law of God, we will become a hypocrite religionist who covers one’s own darkness and behaves as a light outwardly. This legalistic and religious life will be thrown into “the lake of fire” at the end.  Do not cover up your darkness before God. If you discover the light and life hidden in the law of God, you will taste true freedom, forgiveness, and rest of God’s kingdom. Without God’s grace, we can’t enjoy this amazing mystery of the heaven.  The deception of the devil will lead us to be used as a tool of the devil who always distorts the truth of God.

19 "After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with them”(v.19)
The master finally returned “after a long time.” It is the time when our history ends. He came back and “settled accounts with them.” The word, “settled”(sunairo) means “take up with.”  It means “resurrection.” Everyone will enter into either the resurrection of life or the resurrection of judgment. All mankind will be directed into two different ways eternally: “The wedding supper of the Lamb” or “the Lake of fire” (Rev. 19, 20).  When he comes, he will take us up as he promised with “His word” (meta autos Logos – v.19 a missing word in Greek).  The “Logos” means God’s covenantal word.  It is Gods’ determined will already set up from the creation. God’s time has come and will surely come to fulfill His promise. 

The faithful servant’s answer and the master’s acclaim (v.20-23).
The servants who received the five and two talents answered, “I have gained five(two) more.” Verse 20 can be more literally translated as “You entrusted me with the five talents. I correctly measured its worth and delivered them as different talents.” “Gained more” sounds like they gained twice more profits. That is incorrect understanding. The word, “more”(alla) means “different.” The servants gained completely different level of fruit out of the original talents as they found its hidden message in them through God’s authority and power given by grace. The word, “gain”(kerdaino) does not mean making profit out of business but points to discovering truth of God’s life (see. Matt.16:26, 1 Cor. 9;19-20). 

Then the master said, “'Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!'(v.21). Again, we need to more carefully interpret this verse too. It sounds like God gives awards to those who more diligently served God with their ability and gifts inside the church or in ministry.  Then God’s kingdom is pretty much the same as our worldly system in which people are categorized better than the other according to their ability and power.

“Good and faithful servant” means one who can understand Gods’ absolute goodness and see the spiritual reality of truth in this world.  Jesus previously asked who is faithful and wise servants(Matt. 24).  These servants are ones God looked for because they correctly understood the law of God as life and gave birth to other life as well.  We should clearly understand God’s “goodness” from a spiritual perspective.  Mankind easily misunderstands its concept as same as their goodness. God’s goodness is the life that saves us from our sins and death. Man can’t produce the same goodness from their own.  This goodness can be experienced in the law of God by grace. But when our human goodness is broken and destroyed, God’s goodness can be realized. We shouldn’t approach God’s word with wearing a glass of our human goodness. If God’s grace is not involved in our understanding of the word, the law of God will actually reinforce our corrupted and false goodness and eventually make us more legalistic and religious believers. The function of the word is primarily to reveal our false goodness and lead us to repent from it.  And then the word will continue to make us thirsty and hungry for Gods’ absolute goodness in life.  The servants are called, “good” because they found this mystery. They discovered the life of truth hidden in the law of God not through their own understanding and human power but through the work of God’s goodness (with His authority and power).  

The good and faithful servants were faithful “with a few things.” The word, “few”(oligos) means “little, almost none, and short moment,”  The five talents are worth almost 25 billion as for today That is not “a few things.” Unless he is a brilliant person, he can’t manage to run that great amount of finance. That is why we can’t take this parable literally but must find any hidden message out of it. The word, “few” smybolizes “the way of our salvation” which is very narrow gate to enter. “But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it”(Matt.7:14).  "For many are invited, but few are chosen”(Matt.22:14).  The matter of life and death is most important issue in our life.  But how come do only few people find the way of life? It looks so small and hard to find it for most people because of God’s grace is absent in their life. Without God’s grace, people have to use their own effort and power to make its door visible and popular for everyone by using legalistic and mystical methods.  God’s grace denies man’s ideas and methods. He leads His people to find the door of life through invisible faith by grace alone. That is why the way of salvation provided by God looks so small to most people’s eyes. It is almost invisible to recognize it. Look at those false gospel movement and churches in history. They have tried to work hard to attract and impress people with nosy sounds in order to make their church bigger and popular in the world.  They propagandize the way of salvation as a door wide opening for everyone and so continually demand to give their choice and commitment to enter it by using their skills, knowledge, and wisdom. God clearly said that the way of salvation is very narrow. Yet people try hard to pioneer the way with their strength. They are the false prophets and Chrsits.

The good and faithful servants were faithful to “a few things.” But it is not “a few things.” It should be translated as “a few”, not “a few things.” There is no such a word, “things” in the original manuscript.   They were faithful to the mystery of truth which was shown in the talents given by God. They saw the hidden grace and life of God through the law and believed God’s divine choice and will for His salvation. Then, how did God praise their faith? “I will put you in charge of many things.” The word, “in charge of”(kadistemi) means, “appoint, lead, and establish.” We can find the same word in the previous context, Matt. 24:45;  “Who the master has put in charge of the servants in his household to give them their food at the proper time?  Then what are the “many things?” The “many things” points to “the servants in his household.” “The servants” are God’s chosen people, especially those who needs healing and restoration. The word, “ household” was written in Greek as “therapuo” which is derived from “therapy.”  God’s people are chosen yet live for a while on earth under the deception by the devil until they found the truth in Jesus Christ. Their souls and bodies are hurt and broken by lies of the devil.  They can be only renewed and restored by the word of truth. Therefore, God continues to appoint His “good and faithful servants” who can give them the bread of truth with the authority and power given by God “at the proper time(kairos).”  God continues to establish true preachers and teachers against the false prophets and Christs. Just like the Deacon Philip and Stephen, God has constantly appointed His servants to proclaim the true message of the gospel through their mouth even to death.   Through their preaching and teaching, many people of God were released from the bondage of sins and death and furthermore, turned their ways from religious, legalistic, and mystical lives.  

The master continued to say to them, “Come and share your master’s happiness.” They were invited to enjoy God’s happiness. When is our God pleased the most? Is it when we work hard perfectly with our talents and give glory to Him?  The word, “happiness”(kara) is derived from the word, “grace”(karis). The middle voice of the verb is “karizomai” which means “freely forgive or favor.” God is truly happy when we proclaim the word of grace and forgiveness and as a result, people are saved from their sins. What was the word that Jesus proclaimed first before He began his ministry? “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed,  19 to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor”(Luke4:18-19, Isa. 61:1-2).  God is pleased with us as we enjoy His amazing grace and forgiveness through Christ and thus, as we witness the same message to other sinners and as a result, they truly come back to the Lord with genuine repentance. 

The wicked servant’s response (vv.24-25).
However,  let us see how the wicked servant responded. “'I knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered seed.  25 So I was afraid and went out and hid your talent in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.” This is the confession of legalistic, religious, and mystical believers who never understand God’s absolute goodness but always choose to believe the word on their own taste. He sees God as “a hard man.” The word, “hard”(skelos) means “stiff-necked, bent, stubborn, and crooked.” How come does this servant describe his master in such evil way?  Let us see the next verse. “you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered seed” (v.24).  Is this God’s character? Of course, God is all powerful. But it is His assumption on one side. He correctly perceives God has the power of creation. However, he never experienced God’s great desire and work in our lives. It is because He served God as an idol at a distance and never had an intimate relationship as a living Father. From the beginning of creation, God has sown the seed of life among His people and worked hard to harvest to ripe the fruit of life from the seed.  Mankind has also worked hard to bear their own fruits through the lustful knowledge of good and evil. Therefore, to save His own people from darkness, He has had to guide them to understand the truth through many ways. He let His people to circumcise, stroke them with rod, sent disasters, and finally even sent His own Son Jesus to crucify Him on the cross.   As a result, His people could have give birth to God’s descendants continually and faithfully. God has diligently sown His life with pain and tear in the heart of His people.  “Those who sow in tears will reap with songs of joy (Psalm 126:5).  The wicked servant never experienced this awesome personality of God who shows His mercy to His children with a mourning heart.

Conclusion up to this point
How does the lustful desire for good and evil bind us? Do we see this spiritual reality in our life? It always causes us to see everything with a judgmental mind in two ways, many or few, big or small. Therefore, without God’s grace we naturally worship God with these two lustful minds. We have no choice but use the word of God to fulfill our craving desire for success in the world. We can falsely make God as a business president and church as a market place. Let us examine our past with God’s eyes. God has given us a clear message about our darkness through every incident we have had in the past. Everything has been allowed to happen for us to discover our bondages and hold on God’s grace alone. So, the more we see and discern our darkness, we find ourselves believable in God.  All the fundamental problems come from this lustful desire for good and evil. Death entered into our life because of this original sin. Let us praise the Lord. God opened our eyes to see the narrow gate of heaven. Let us stand firmly on the word of truth. Let us trust the work of God and follow His way through faith. 
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