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31 "When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory.  32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.  33 He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left.  34 "Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world.  35 For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in,  36 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.'  37 "Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink?  38 When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you?  39 When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?'  40 "The King will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.'

Summary from previous lessons
“The Sheep and The Goat” is the conclusion part of the Jesus’ message that was started in chapter 23.  Jesus cursed “the teachers of the law and the Pharisees” with the words of “Seven Woes” in chapter 23. And then in chapter 24, when He mentioned about destruction of the temple building, his disciples asked Him when it would happen and the signs of His coming and the end time(vv.1-3). Jesus repeatedly warned them of many appearances of false Christs and false prophets in the last day (v.5,22-26).  In addition, He said, “No one knows about that day or hour” so, they must “keep watch.” (v.36,42).  The mission given to His disciples was to become “the faithful and wise servant, whom the master has put in charge of the servants in his household to give them their food at the at proper time”(v.45). Otherwise, they will be judged as a “wicked” servant by their master.

In chapter 25, Jesus started giving His disciples messages through parables to explain the mystery of God’s kingdom.  Without God’s grace, one will understand the message of the parables in reverse. Through “the Parable of the Ten Virgin,” Jesus delivered a message of how those chosen servants of God and those servants of the devil would serve Him in completely opposite ways in the last days.  The wise virgins received the oil for their lamps from their bridegroom and solely depended upon it to light their lamps whereas the foolish virgins kept their own oil and trusted their own strength to light their lamps. As result, the wise virgins could enter into the banquet of the bridegroom’s wedding when the opportunity came, but the foolish virgins were left outside it. The only sign of salvation given by God’s sovereignty is the seal of the Holy Spirit.

We must discern Jesus’ word correctly. As our time nears, there will be many more activities of the false prophets and Christs who will highly emphasize our legalistic, mystical, and religious efforts required to please God.  “Keep Watch”(v.13) means “don’t be deceived by their lies.” We have seen those false movements such as “New Age movement,” ‘Postmodernism,” and WCC Ecumenical movement.”  Who are the leaders of these activities? Many of our famous church leaders today are highly involved and propagandize them in the front line.  The core message of the gospel is fading away gradually in many church ministries.  Everyone becomes busier trying to decorate their churches in a fancier manner and make them more popular in the world.   

The words of the true gospel are hardly heard today.  However, more practical faith by our works is continually demanded.  Without correctly understanding God’s “neighborly love”, people just diligently copy its form. The churches try to accommodate the worldly standards and become more open to the world so that more people in the world will be impressed by our good works. However, Jesus reacted in the opposite way. He always ran away from the crowds when people tried to follow Him with their worldly desire and standards.  He never satisfied His followers’ wants but instead dragged them to the place of “self-denial.” While living His life in wilderness, Jesus continually exposed our lustful desire of good and evil and finally carried the cross to bear our sins. The church was born as a result of the work of the Holy Spirit who burned our wicked and lustful sins away by His fire. However, what is happening today in our churches?  Our gospel is being mixed with many different worldly ideologies such as materialism, humanism, and mysticism. The gospel is perceived just as an ethical lesson, a guide to make one successful, or a religious practice to enjoy worldly blessings.  It is because our gospel became a popular culture and religion to satisfy people’s needs and wishes. The gospel is the living word of God which penetrates our lustful souls and all of our earthly standards. When our gospel is truly proclaimed, not many people will eventually follow.  This is just as it was in Jesus’ time. What is the hidden message in the parables? Don’t be deceived. Don’t mix the word of truth with other worldly standards and don’t’ make assumptions to fulfill one’s own evil desire. 

Jesus’ message continues in the next parable of the Talents. It ultimately delivers the same message as the previous parable.  There also appear two kinds of people in this parable. The good and faithful servants are the ones who found the life of God in the law and gave birth to God’s sons through the life. They spiritually understood the absolute goodness of God and faithfully followed through the narrow gate of salvation with patience. However, the wicked servant perceived the talents as a concept of money that he could use to sell and buy God’s word to make his life better in the world.   Although he factually knew God, he never met the Lord in person.  He legalistically and mystically served God within the lustful boundary of his good and evil knowledge. He is one of “the false Christs and false prophets.” This kind of person is very noisy and loud when serving God. They continue to invent programs to impress and please people. Do we see how our gospel has been corrupted and secularized like that today? The gospel was secretly and quietly delivered by Jesus and his disciples. God’s saints have enjoyed the amazing mystery of the gospel in a very secret way, but they have also shared it very confidently with each other. Why can’t people today enjoy the gospel in such a way, like they did in the early church father’s age? It is because of our lustful, craving desire being that prevails within us instead of being broken and consumed inside of us. When we go to church, “we” expect that we have to enjoy a feeling of God’s blessing. “We” become the center of our worship.    We’d like to feel some ecstasy in our mind and flesh during the worship service. When the true gospel is presented, our hearts are broken and start mourning because our sin is realized and repented. When the true gospel is demonstrated, our hearts are filled with joy and peace because God’s righteousness and faithfulness toward us is experienced. Our lustful knowledge and desire is denied, and we find ourselves sitting in nothingness, yet we are praising God’s sovereignty and provision. Man’s nature is based on his knowledge of good and evil.  That is why man’s work is always noisy and troublesome. Everyone is critical and judgmental of each other. The more we hear about man’s knowledge and experience, the more we feel emptiness and chaos in our hearts. The wicked servant was cast out into darkness because he didn’t possess the life of truth. He had no one to ask to give him the bread of truth in all of his life so, his empty heart and chaotic life will be judged and he will be thrown into the lake of fire at the end. 

Isn’t the message in the parables scary? If you can’t realize the true message, you will naturally utilize the word of God for your success in the world.  Inside the church, we commonly see that people with more talents are attracted and respected. There isn’t anything wrong with that, but if you apply this message of talents to encourage and praise man’s work, the church will be simply a “market place” in which we believe that we can buy and sell God’s grace and life with our own strength and effort.  

What is God’s true interest in us? It is to give His life to us. He wants to invite us to join the feast of eternal life from the seat of death at which we sit. Furthermore, He wants His children to accurately spread the same message of life in order to continuously give birth to many more descendants of life.

"When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory”(v.31)  
Jesus finished his message by giving the parable of “The Sheep and the Goat.” When the end time comes, “the Son of Man” will appear. Why did Jesus describe Him as “the Son of Man(Adam)? The word, “Man(Adam)” in Hebrews means “the word of truth distinguished by God.” “Adam” is “a pattern of the one to come”(Rom. 5:14).  How was the first woman(Eve) made? She was made from man’s rib while Adam was in a deep sleep(symbolizing his death) (Gen2:21-22). In the same way, “Jesus’ side was pierced with a spear, bringing a sudden flow of blood and water”(John 19:34).  As a result, God’s people could be born out of his death. The word, “rib” in Hebrews also means “a door” or “Tabernacle’s small room.” Jesus said that, “I am the gate for the sheep”(John 10:7). When our shepherd calls us into His gate, we enter into His sheep pen in order to die by the law and come out of it with new life to be born again as God’s child.  When Adam was made, God had already put this pattern of Jesus in him.  The account of the knowledge of good and evil must be understood within the mystery of the cross. 
Eve(woman) was first deceived by the temptation of the devil. “Adam was not the one deceived; it was the woman who was deceived and became a sinner”(1 Tim.4:1). However, in Romans, Paul said, “sin entered the world through one man (Adam). . . Adam who was a pattern of the one to come” (Rom.5:12-14).  Adam and Eve already gave a hint of how Jesus must substitute for our(woman’s) sins and die on the cross.  After the Fall, woman was given pain for childbearing. God promised that, “He(woman’s offspring) will crush your head(Satan’s offspring) and you will strike his heel”(Gen.3:15). When a woman is pregnant, after ten months (symbolizing a bondage of the law) she gives birth to a child by shedding water and blood from her womb (symbolizing mercy).  God shows us in many ways how the seed of life will be born according to His covenant. As the promised time has come, God’s chosen people have realized the mystery of the cross by His grace. On the other hand, the seed of the devil has been born in order to play a role of darkness in bondage to the law.  From the beginning, God has distinguished between two opposite sides: Cain and Abel, Ishmael and Isaac, Esau and Jacob, Gentile and Jew, and the world and His church.

The “the Son of the Man” in Hebrews means “God’s son who found the life of truth through the death by the law under His sovereignty.”  Jesus came as God’s Son and represented all of God’s children by living in truth through a perfect obedience to God’s will. We became his brothers as a result. “But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep”(1 Cor.15:20). “For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers”(Rom. 8:29).  Jesus represents “the Son of the Man” and through his merit, many other seeds of life could also stand as one who can enjoy the same blessing of “the Son of the Man.” They are “the wise virgins” and “the good and faithful servants” in the parables. 

At the end time, whom will we see? Are we seeing the “hard master” whom the wicked servant confessed to in fear, or “grateful God” who gave His own life to make us his sons and brothers? “The Son of the Man” will come and welcome us. As the wise virgins, we will see our loving bridegroom with joy, and as “the good and faithful servant,” we will face the Lord who is like our own brother.  Seriously, which one are we looking forward to seeing at the end? What kind of relationship do we have with the Son of the Man?  If we just wait for One who is all powerful, we won’t be saved. But if we wait for One who is like our bridegroom sometimes, or like our brother at other times, or like our loving father, then we are the true descendants who have gained God’s life.

The word, “glory”(doxa) in Hebrews is derived from the base words, “being thoughtful, being approved by overcoming temptation.” When we say that, “give glory to the Lord,” it doesn’t mean that our problems will be solved well or our life will become more prosperous. Jesus came in the flesh of the law. During His ministry, he exposed the reality of the real darkness of our sins and fulfilled God’s will through His suffering and death. In the same way, giving glory to God means first, our realization of our darkness and the discernment of its root. Then we keep watch for the temptation of the devil and are not deceived by our visible environment or words of lies, but are always uniting the living word of God in the place of self-denial in order to ultimately reveal His divine plans for us.  In the midst of our present situations, if we can see the good work of God which reveals our darkness and brings us to His light, that is the life of giving true glory to God.  Our sins of good and evil lustful desire are continually consumed by God’s intervention.  Sometimes it leads us to suffer in pain mentally and physically. But when we overcome those temptations by trusting in God’s faithfulness, we will be approved as a good and faithful servant. Realizing the mystery of the cross in all situations of our lives is the result of a life of giving glory to God.

“Sit on His throne” means “never being shaken but standing firm and on an immovable dwelling.” “Throne” means “power and authority.” The Lord’s true power and authority is displayed in the place of the cross. God brings us into the same place of nothingness by using his power and authority in order to unite us with our bridegroom, Jesus.   Through Jesus’ shedding blood and water on the cross, we were made alive. Now we must enter back into His life represented by His rib to be united as one by realizing our death and resurrection in Him.  So, we will live the same life in which the Son of the Man experienced through. We will receive the continuous guidance of the Holy Spirit to help us realize what true sin, righteousness, and judgment are through the life of wilderness but with the power and authority of Jesus.  Do we really sit on this throne with God?  The mother of Zebedee’s sons asked Jesus to give his sons seats at His right and left (Matt.20:21). This is the wickedest sin before God. The mother was completely deceived by her lustful desire of good and evil, and as a result, she worshipped Jesus as an idol to gain earthly success and blessing.  “To him, who overcomes, I will give the right to sit with me on my throne” (Rev.3:21). We must carefully discern the temptations of Satan and overcome them by the power of the Holy Spirit.  Spiritual trainings is absolutely necessary because they help us discern our lustful sins of good and evil that has always played inside us and furthermore cause us to solely depend upon Him in the place of nothingness.   “A good and faithful servant” must discern God’s absolute goodness and will ultimately out of all the other temptations in his life.

Conclusion
Who is going to recognize the Son of the Man who comes with all the angels and sits on the throne in heavenly glory? Only those who correctly understand the mystery of the cross will see Him. They are like the wise virgins who always dwell in the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  They are also like the good and faithful servants who found the life of truth in the law. They are the little sons of the Man who joined the way of the cross by living a life of self-denial. Darkness can’t be hidden but must be exposed because of the light revealed by these “sons of the Man.”   Just like the way Jesus came as “the Son of the Man” in order to give birth to us as descendants of the life, let us also strive to bear the church’s vision of true life and of the true descendants of God in Christ.
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