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Text: Acts 1:1-5  

“In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach  2 until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen.  3 After his suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God.  4 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: "Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about.  5 For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit."

Background
The author of the book of Acts is Luke. This is the second letter sent to the person named “Theophius.” “In my former book” (The Gospel Luke), he wrote about “all that Jesus began to do and to teach” and also wrote about the “instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles Jesus had chosen.”(vv.1-2). In Luke, he said, “Since I myself have carefully investigated everything from the beginning, it seemed good also to me to write an orderly account for you”(v.3). We don’t exactly know who “Theophius” was. But its meaning is “God’s friend” and spiritually represents all people of God. The heaven and earth are divided and stand vertically one above the other. But through Jesus, all things in heaven and on earth were brought together for God’s people (Eph. 1:10) and as a result, we intimately enjoy our friendship with God in a horizontal way (See John 15:13-14, Luke 11:5-8).  All of the gospel books and epistles give messages to God’s friends who are chosen by the unconditional love and irresistible grace of God.

If we don’t’ correctly realize all of Jesus’ deeds and instructions shown in the books of the gospel, we can never understand how and where our life’s “beginning” started and where it will end. Everyone has no choice but to believe his own fate. The word, “beginning”(anothen) means “from above, from the origin, and   reborn.” Luke was a Greek, doctor, and a fellow worker during the Paul’s mission trips.  Through many contacts with apostles and other witnesses, he literally saw and heard the spiritual reality of the gospel. The gospel was given “from above.” It explains about “God’s kingdom” The story of the cross is the account in which God who was the “beginning” of all things came down to earth in the flesh. God set His people free from all of their bondages of sin and death through Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross and established them upright toward heaven as living ones. That is the meaning of the “cross”(stauros). The dead can’t stand upright by themselves.  The cross account depicts the perfect deed of God who is in heaven. The pillar of God’s covenant was finally erected toward heaven and connected again for His people to have access to their Father and intimately communicate with Him.  Through Jesus’ death, our sins were completely consumed. Through His resurrection, we gained a new life and became God’s children (John 1:12).  Luke testified to this amazing blessing in his first book, Luke, and later wrote again in his second book, Acts, to witness how the divine mission given to Jesus’ disciples has been fulfilled through the power of the Holy Spirit.  In addition, he encourages the churches of God to ensure that the same work of the Holy Spirit is still continuing through “God’s friends” today.  While studying the book of Acts, let us pray that the Holy Spirit will renew and restore our lives so that we can carry on the same mission in His power. God’s people must be trained spiritually to learn to follow God’s heavenly standards and deeds. In order to do it, our earthly standards and deeds must be discerned and denied. Every church wants a revival just like the early churches in Acts. God also wants to raise up His churches more powerfully to accomplish for His mission. To do so, we must learn to correctly understand the work of the Holy Spirit. We shouldn’t mix our human thoughts with God’s standards.  We shouldn’t try to attain our goal by human effort after beginning with the Spirit (Gal. 3:3).  Let us continue to discern God’s will through the word and seek the manifestation of God’s abundant grace in our lives. 

“He spoke about the kingdom of God” (v.3)
Jesus showed Himself to His disciples and many others to give “many convincing proofs that he was alive after his suffering(on the cross).” “Over a period of forty days” Jesus continued to speak to them about Gods’ kingdom. Why was that? Jesus’ disciples had seen and experienced so many great miracles which any other men couldn’t even imagine during Jesus’ ministry.  They even saw the resurrection of Jesus, the greatest miracles of the miracles. However, were they really changed as a true man of God? Of course, they had been changed some time to time after seeing miracles. But eventually they all ran away during the time of Jesus’ suffering and His final death on the cross. It was not just because they feared death. Even until Jesus’ death, they couldn’t believe and didn’t want to believe their Master’s words about His suffering and death.  Their real motivation for following Jesus from the beginning was to establish their own kingdom and enjoy a successful life in the world.  So, they selfishly chose to believe some words of Jesus and interpreted His message to their own taste. The bible reveals that this was the wickedest sin before God, the lustful desire of good and evil deeply rooted in His disciples as well as every other member of mankind.  All people naturally pursue goals to fulfill their own gratification and satisfaction, even by misusing God’s word. They are not even afraid of killing God to gain their selfish goals if they think they can.  Look at the Splitting of the Red Sea account. The people of Israel saw one of the greatest miracles on earth. The sea was literally split before their eyes. They knew God was alive and powerful. Yet after a few weeks, they immediately made a golden calf to worship a god pleasing to their eyes. This shows that mankind can at anytime turn their back on God unless their evil desire is not fulfilled and satisfied. This is called, “Total depravity” or “Total Corruption.” All men’s interest is “self-development” and “self-glorification” in this world.  Miracles are not even important and can be forgotten anytime unless they give any profit to their lives. This is the evil reality of “I” that must be put to death and recreated by God’s grace.  All of Jesus’ disciples scattered because they were not convicted He was the right Messiah. He never satisfied, but always disappointed their lustful desires and expectations. At the same time, from God’s divine perspective, it shows that no one could believe any reality of truth revealed by Jesus with their own strength. God’s truth can only be accepted by us through the power of the Holy Spirit. Man-made-faith must be denied. God’s freely given-faith is the only acceptable one. 

After the Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross, the disciples lost their master from their visions. Even though they saw the resurrected Jesus for a while, they were still confused and became so anxious for the future. Nothing was sure and everything seemed to be in danger. They had probably planned someway already to live on their own. They were caught with the darkness of good and evil again and again. Jesus knew those troubles in their hearts. He appeared to them for forty days and probably led revival meetings for them every day in order to admonish and encourage them because they seldom believed His words and easily turned away from God.   Why did Jesus spend His time with them for forty days?  The number “forty” is the time of “wilderness.” Jesus received the devil’s temptations in the wilderness for forty days in order to teach us about the spiritual deceptions of the devil. We must fight the devil spiritually in the world.  After the Exodus, the people of Israel spent their lives in the wilderness for forty years only eating Manna coming from heaven above. They had learned to look upon God as an only source of life and power during this wilderness time. Jesus’ disciples received a spiritual training again from Him in word and prayer so that they would be ready to fight and to do God’s will against the darkness of the world.  Jesus earnestly asked them not to leave Jerusalem. In fact, they all wanted to leave the city as soon as possible due to the dangers and threats against them.  Jesus said, “wait for the gift my Father promised.” What was the promise of God?  It was about the baptism of the Holy Spirit. They had never experienced it before.  John the Baptist also mentioned it earlier. “I baptize you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit” (Mark 1:8).  Jesus said the same word, “For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit”(v.5). Let us look upon God’s time-schedule. His appointed time seems to be very slowly being fulfilled to our eyes. But, in fact, our darkness is too deep for us to wait and find His divine schedule. The life of “self-denial” is not easy, but the spirit demands a fierce battle within ourselves. Where does this spiritual battle arise? It is in “Jerusalem” which we consider it as the most harmful and darkest place from our good and evil perspective.  Jerusalem was the most critical and precarious environment that threatened them, yet God told them not to leave the city but wait to experience the fulfillment of God’s gift absolutely promised to them. The light of God always comes out of darkness. We have to earnestly look upon the Lord to find how best God’s will is being fulfilled in the midst of our hardship. 
 
Baptism
The word, “baptism”(batizo) means” wash, immerse, sink, and cover.” John the Baptist came first and baptized people with water in the Jordan river, “preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins”(Mark 1:4). And he said that the Messiah coming after him would baptize with the Holy Spirit (Mark 1:8).  John the Baptist was the “Elijah” who was prophesized as one who would come to “prepare the way” for the Messiah’s coming(Mal.3;1) and “turn the hearts of the fathers to their children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers” (Mal. 4:6). His baptism with water displays Gods’ divine will for His children. God will completely wash away our wicked sins under water. How is it possible? Immersing us in water signifies our dying. When we die, we can’t sin anymore.  However, we can’t die without sin being resolved.  Baptism signifies the death of our sins so that together with Christ we can live again without sin. Our life must continue after our sins are put to death. That is why Jesus who was without sin also received the baptism with water in order to substitute for our sins.  He was immersed in water in order to put our sins to death but rose again above water in order to give us a new life promised by God. At the moment of Jesus’ rising up our of the water, John saw, “The Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on him”(Matt.3:16).  The baptism with water was turned into the baptism with the Holy Spirit. Water symbolizes cleansing our sins.  We become purified as we are immersed in water.  But immersion means our death.  So, cleansing our sins also means death of our sins in water. When Jesus rose up above the water, He was united with the Holy Spirit. The word, “rose”(anabaino) means “to arise, or to ascend.” It symbolizes Jesus who was raised from the dead, and as a result, we became a new creation made from above by the power of the Holy Spirit.  The baptism of John had already predicted the baptism with the Holy Spirit. Our salvation will be like this baptism. 

What did Jesus tell the Pharisee Nicodemus who came to Him at night? “No one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again(as anothen- from above) of water and the Holy Spirit” (John 3:3,5).  Jesus quoted this message from Ezekiel 36:25-26).  “I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all your impurities and from all your idols.  26 I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh.” God promised that He would wash away and remove the sins of Israel and recreate the people by giving them a new heart and spirit because they couldn’t come out of the darkness of sins and corruptions by themselves. 

Through the Red Sea account, God’s redemptive covenant for His people was also predicted in the same way. When the wind of the Holy Spirit blew, the Red Sea was split. Into the sea, the army of Egypt who followed the Israelites was swept, and none of them survived (Exo. 14:28). However, the people of God could “go through the sea on dry ground”(Exo. 14:16).  “All that night the Lord drove the sea back with a strong east wind and turned it into dry land”(v.21). And then “at daybreak, the sea went back to its place”(v.27).  Apostle Paul describes it as, “They were all baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea”(1 Cor. 10:2).  Moses was a copy of Jesus.  It means God’s people were saved in Christ. No one could come out of the deep sea when they fell into it. But when the Holy Spirit worked upon the sea, it became the sea of grace to God’s people. The sea of deep darkness rather opened the way of salvation for God’s people and led them into the light of God.

Let us see the account of Noah’s Flood. When God opened the floodgate of the heavens, rain fell on the earth forty days and forty nights (Gen.7:12).  “Everything living” on earth “perished” but those chosen people of God who entered into the Ark (in Christ) lived (Gen. 7:13-22).  Again, many people died by the curse of water, but God’s chosen people were cleansed by the same water and lived by God’s grace.  All of their sins were washed away and killed by water through the work of the Holy Spirit.  God had already given a hint about this mechanism from the beginning. “The Spirit of God was hovering over the waters” (Gen. 1:2).  The word, “hovering” means “fluttering, or incubating.” (see Deut. 32:24 – “Like an eagle that stirs up its nest and hovers over its young, that spreads its wings to catch them and carries them on its pinions”). A recreation takes place in Christ. God saves His people from the sea of curses. God unites the water with Him and quiets it down.  Eventually the water and the Holy Spirit becomes one in order to recreate us as one from above, one who belongs to the Spirit of God.  So, Jesus said to Nicodemus, “The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit” (John 3:8).  Jesus was trying to explain to Nicodemus who worked hard to be saved with legalistic faith that salvation solely belongs to God’s divine sovereignty and provision.  Nicodemus later brought “a mixture of myrrh and aloes about an hundred pound weight”(John 19:39) to hold a funeral for Jesus. The hundred pound weight of myrrh and aloes was usually used to hold a funeral for a king.  Nicodemus acknowledged Jesus as true king and savior.  He understood the meaning of “born again of water and the Holy Spirit.”  

Baptism with water and Baptism with the Holy Spirit are same? 
Let us see the relationship between baptism with water by John and baptism with the Holy Spirit promised by Jesus. After the baptism with water by John, the baptism with the Holy Spirit took place at the day of Pentecost in the upper room of Mark. There are timing differences between the two baptisms. However, when Jesus was baptized with water, the Holy Spirit came down upon Him like a dove. From a spiritual perspective, two baptisms took place at the same time. But, still the real baptism of the disciples with the Holy Spirit happened later. The Pentecostal believers consider the Holy Spirit’s baptism as a “second blessing.” That is a big mistake. We have to carefully study and understand the time difference between the two baptisms. After John the Baptist’s baptism, the reality of cleansing and forgiveness of sins were more realistically experienced through Jesus’ ministry, especially in the lives of His disciples. Cleansing of sins by water doesn’t simply mean repentance, turning around from their sins. In fact, It is the realization that their sins have been put to death and removed from them.  That is why Jesus’ disciples experienced more of their darkness within them being exposed before God as time passed by.  Their deepest darkness was finally revealed before the cross.  The real and fake faith is separated. Of course, no one had genuine faith from the beginning. All must be thrown into the sea of curse and die. But by grace, Peter was led into genuine repentance after seeing the reality of his deep darkness. He finally realized that he was too alive in the flesh not to sin and he couldn’t even die to be separated from his sin by himself. But at the same time, He realized that Jesus died and substituted for his sin on the cross. That was the work of the Holy Spirit.  Grace covered curse. The Holy Spirit quieted down the water of the cruses.  God gave Peter the gift of faith in the midst of darkness. However, Judah killed himself because he wanted to hide his darkness before God and man. In fact, God’s grace was absent in his life. He wasn’t covered by the grace of the Holy Spirit but sank into the water of curses. After Jesus’ crucifixion, all of the disciples were stuck in the deep darkness of their confusion and fear. To escape it, they only had to look upon God for help. They saw the resurrected Jesus and were greatly encouraged for a while. But the reality they were facing was still very tough and too challenging to maintain their faith toward God’s promise. It was exactly like the moment right before the Red Sea was split, and also like inside the Ark of Noah when it was surrounded by hard rain and flooding.  At the moment when we are walking in deep darkness, God wants us to realize the reality of “I” who is like a serpent deceived by the devil.  For our sins to be washed away, the reality of sin must be fully exposed. Even the smallest sin can’t be hidden. But when the sin is revealed, its penalty follows. The penalty of sin is death. However, the Holy Spirit hovers over and covers the water of curse and punishment completely. All our sins are forgiven by the power of the Holy Spirit. We will float over the water like the ark of Noah. We will be recreated as a new person who rose up to the promised land of Canaan coming out of the deep sea of darkness. This is the meaning of baptism with water and the Holy Spirit.

Conclusion
We shouldn’t separate baptism with water and baptism with the Holy Spirit. In order to explain to us about God’s great works to redeem our sins through the death of Jesus and to recreate us anew through the resurrected power of Jesus, John’s baptism with water appeared first and later the Holy Spirit’s baptism finally fell upon after revealing all of the darkness hidden inside God’s people. Many times, we do not correctly understand or experience the marvelous reality of God’s forgiveness of our sins.  True repentance is to first see the reality of God’s forgiveness already taken place in our lives and then turn around from its bondages and deceptions with a thankful heart.  Then we must confirm again that we became a new creation through Christ’s merit. When we truly accepted Christ Jesus as our savior, all of this amazing blessing came upon us.  God completely rescued us from all darkness of sin, curse, and death with His abundant love and grace.


1

