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When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place.  2 Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting.  3 They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them.  4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.

Summary from last week

Let us correctly realize how God’s salvation is fulfilled for His people.  There is always a certain method God applies.  He wants to reveal the mystery of the cross, that is the death and resurrection of Jesus, encompassing the fulfillment of salvation.  In order to bring us into His light out of darkness, He first makes us aware of the reality of darkness which is held by “the deep”(curse, death, abyss – Gen.1;2), and then He leads us to see how the deep darkness is crumbled down by His own method. The reality of the deep darkness, in fact, is “I.” It is because “I” was merely a being who breathed without the real life of God, and also “I” was bound to my own standards and backgrounds based on the lustful desire for good and evil. God wants us to see this sinful bondage that was initiated and reinforced by the devil’s lie and that this continually tries to take place in our life.  That is why God allows certain situations and incidents in our life, which help us to see the reality of darkness and spiritually fight against the lies. During the process of our continuous struggles, we are led little by little to eventually realize the reality of this evil darkness that is deeply hidden in us.  When we see it, we also realize the amazing grace and power of God who put this darkness to death through the death of Christ.  Furthermore, we will realize that God makes all things “good”(agathos – God’s absolute goodness) to fulfill our salvation. ;
If we live our lives on our own, according to our own timetable, we will be thrown into eternal curse and death at the end. But if God’s heavenly timetable intervenes in our earthly timetable, we become a new creation who rises from death. God’s children live a life within the two timetables that always overlap and conflict with each other. Through struggles between the two, God continues to pour out His grace upon His children in order for them to trust and faithfully follow His covenantal timetable. Therefore, our experience of hardship could be a great chance to find God’s enormous plans. His divine goal and plan set up for our lives will be realized when our own timetable crumbles down.  God’s plan is to establish us as true servants who can proclaim the gospel message. The whole world is confined within “lies” spoken by lifeless people.  All people who do not know the gospel’s truth continue to speak and act more legalistically, religiously, and humanistically. As a result, they make each other bear heavier burdens every day.  People become angrier and more hostile toward each other. That is why we see endless fights and wars between people as wells as nations. In spite of all kinds of effort to forgive and resolve conflicts between people, without God’s intervention, all fundamental problems can never be resolved. Only the power of the cross is the right solution. 

The spiritual meaning of “Pentecost” is that our timetable is under control by Gods’ predetermined timetable. Everyone tries to determine his own schedule, hoping to make things happen better in the future. However, the time of “the fiftieth day” will surely come. That is the end time. When all of God’s covenant (7) planned for this world is completely fulfilled, God’s scary judgment will take place. However, upon God’s people, the promised rest and peace will be perfectly endowed. That is the meaning hidden in the covenantal number, “7.” All the incidents such as Noah’s flood, The Tower of Babel, Exodus, The Wall of Jericho, the Destruction of Babylon, and Jesus’ crucifixion on the Cross make us predict that the end time is definitely coming in our future.  Furthermore, the feasts such as “Pentecost” and “the Year of Jubilee” more apparently indicate that our destiny approaches when the end time comes.  The message implied through these feasts adds the assurance of salvation to our faith. God’s people do not need to be afraid of the end time because they are already living in the end time through Christ. God’s grace makes us surpass our earthly time and schedule. We belong to the world, yet the world is unworthy of us because Jesus who has all authority of heaven and earth is with us all the time.  The end time will be the most blessed time for all believers. 



The Work of the Holy Spirit: “A Rushing and Violent Sound”
In our text today, we see Gods’ promised time-schedule has arrived on the day of Pentecost. How did the Holy Spirit come upon God’s people who desperately waited for the fulfillment of His covenant? First, the Spirit came “Suddenly as a sound like the blowing (rushing) of a violent wind.” The word, “blowing” (phero) means “bearing, carrying, and delivering” The Spirit caused some men to “carry” a paralyzed man to Jesus (Luke 5:18).  Also, the Spirit makes us branches of the tree that is Jesus and causes us to “bear” fruit (John 15:2).  The word, “violent”(biaios) means “forcible” which is derived from the word, “bios”(life). In order for us to gain the fruit of life in Jesus, the Spirit forcibly carries us to the hand of His salvation. The Spirit moves upon us more violently because of the “deep darkness” that also violently drags us to sin and death. We see the same rushing and violent wind from the Exodus account in the Old Testament. “Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and all that night the LORD drove the sea back with a strong east wind and turned it into dry land. The waters were divided” (Exo. 14:21).  When the wind started blowing so violently from the east, all the scary waters of curse were driven out from the land, and furthermore, the land even became completely dry. God used wind as a mighty force to stop the power of darkness from surrounding His people. On the day of Pentecost in the New Testament, the same wind came with a greater mission.  At that time, the wind violently came in order to recreate them as a new creation as it blew away the hidden darkness inside them. 
 
The “wind”(pnoe) is the same word as “ruwach” in the Exodus account, which means “the Holy Spirit (see also Genesis 1:2 – “The spirit(ruwach) of God moved upon the face of the deep”). Jesus also compared the wind with the work of the Spirit. “The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit”(John 3:8).

The “rushing and violent wind” filled the whole house. The “fill”(pleroo) means “’to make complete, to accomplish, and to carry through to the end.” This was the divine hour(Kairos) when God’s covenant was perfectly accomplished as each one in the room was carried away from the bondage of their own darkness through the work of the Holy Spirit. 

Those inside the room also spiritually saw “tongues as of fire distributing themselves”(v.3).  The word, “tongue”(glossa) means “language or dialect.” Why were these tongues seen as “fire?” Fire symbolizes the judgment of God but it is also a tool of blessing as it refines His people as pure gold(Job 23:10).  The city of Sodom and Gomorrah was consumed and judged by fire.   But God also used fire to purify His people in the midst of darkness. Moses saw “a bush burned with fire”, yet it was not consumed (Exo.3:2).  The fire of the Holy Spirit consumes our sins and recreates us as a purified gold.  God accomplishes this as He consumes our own tongues based on our lustful desire for good and evil by His fire and fills our hearts with His new heavenly tongue which comes from the word of truth in Christ. 

“All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them (v.4)
We often hear about some sorts of supernatural experience taking place in ministry. Especially, in a charismatic setting, we hear some people start speaking in a new tongue, shaking their bodies, and falling down to the ground. They call this phenomena a “Power Encounter” as the Holy Spirit strikes like lightening over people. This could happen to anyone if God desires to make it happen.  However, the real work of the Holy Spirit is about changing our tongues (=language).  The content of our tongues start changing. Its sound can be changed, but more importantly, the message contained in our tongue’s sound apparently starts being renewed.  Those disciples in the upper room of Mark began to speak in other tongues. The word, “other”(heteros) means “one not of the same nature, different, opposed to some former person or thing.” “Other tongues” doesn’t mean just new sounds but also having a completely new content within the sounds.  They point to the word of truth united with the pure heart of God and separated from our own lustful tongue.  These new tongues contain pure heavenly message which does not, or cannot contain any false motivation and lustful desire for good and evil, unlike our own languages. Therefore, the fire of the Holy Spirit comes down to consume our false sounds and lustful messages coming out of our mouths and then put a new life-giving sound and message in them which reveals the power and love of God demonstrated through His Son’s death and resurrection on the cross. Now the subject of these new tongues is the Holy Spirit. The new tongues are spoken “as the Spirit enables.” The Holy Spirit acting in us empowers and guides us to speak God’s perfect will and desire. That is the sign of the new tongues given by the Spirit.

All of the disciples started speaking in other tongues “the wonderful works of God”(v.10).  The word, “wonderful”(megaleios) means “splendid and perfect work,” which points to the work of the cross.  Jesus said, “It is finished’(“teleo”- fulfill, complete, John 19:30) on the cross right before his death. God’s covenant made with His people was finally fulfilled through Christ. All of our sins, curses, and penalties of death were put to death through the death of Christ. Is there anything greater blessing than this work?  Only God can do this wonderful work for us. He already drove out the deep darkness from our life through the wind of the Holy Spirit and consumed all lies within us through the fire of the Holy Spirit. Even more, we became a new person who can speak the new heavenly sound which contains the message of salvation and the new life in Christ.

It is wrong to emphasize that they spoke a different tongue(language). The most important fact is the message contained within the new languages.  In spite of the different tongues’ sounds, they all spoke the same message of the gospel. No one spoke about any personal interest or matter or prophesied for a future event. They were given “other tongues” because the message of the cross must be totally witnessed and proclaimed.  Their whole mind and body were completely under God’s control and what God desired them to do.

What was the curse given to mankind after their trial to build the Tower of Babel?(Gen. 11).  Their intent was to reach into heaven and make a name for themselves in order to become the most powerful hero and king in the world.  They became as one for this evil purpose. They tried to combine all of their legalistic, humanistic, and religious efforts to make their project successful. This is another example of the original sin, the lustful desire for good and evil, rooted in every man’s heart.  So, God cursed them by confusing their language and scattered them from there over all the earth (Gen.11:8).  As a result, they stopped building the tower and spread out over all the earth in groups according to the same languages in which they understood each other.  Afterwards, such evil works have been more greatly reinforced between nations that use different tongues. They have never ceased to fight and kill each other to enforce one’s superiority over the other.  Each nation is proud of its own language and culture, and also judges others as inferior. This is all sinful words and deeds that were the result of the curse of God. 

However, what happened on the day of Pentecost? When the Holy Spirit came down and touched them, each one of them started speaking in other tongues. They were new and different tongues that did not have any man’s corrupted, lustful words and evil motivation.  Let us examine the wicked use of our own tongues. How many times have we criticized and judged others’ use of different languages and their lifestyle? We’ve naturally judged not only their sounds (words) but also everything about them. However, when the forcible power of the Holy Spirit comes upon and dominates us, we will speak in these other tongues making different spiritual sound with truthful content. More amazingly, although we speak in different tongues, we all will desire to speak about the message of the gospel that comes from the Holy Spirit in the center of our hearts.  Our old tongues were used to satisfy our lustful desire and boast of our power, but now our new tongues given us by the Holy Spirit continually prompts us to speak about the wonderful works of God. The subject of all our tongues becomes God. Our interests, desires, and goals irresistibly follow this will of the new subject. We can’t judge and despise each others’ tongues because every sound in the Holy Spirit carries the core message of the gospel.  Every target for evangelism surpasses our thoughts and standards. God assigns new tongues(the words that contains the gospel message) to each one of us in order to deliver the gospel message to someone new whom God chose.  Every evangelism and mission occurs because of God’s mighty sovereignty.  Therefore, God’s church doesn’t have any limitation but rather enjoys more of God’s grace and power in spite of the different languages and cultural barriers.  Out of all our differences, we see the power of God bringing perfect unity through the work of the Holy Spirit. The new tongues are, in fact, the word of the gospel. The gospel has the power to put all divisions, distension, criticism, misunderstandings, and judgment to death and bring perfect oneness in Christ.   The word of truth brings all of our differences into the body of Christ. That is the law of the cross. To die is to gain. God put my old tongue to death and created a new tongue in me that has the truth of the gospel message. Through the gospel message, we are all absorbed into the person of Christ. 

The physical experience of “speaking in tongues” shouldn’t be our main interest. That was a supernatural manifestation for certain people in order to deliver the message of God.  It shouldn’t be taken as a sign for the baptism of the Holy Spirit either.  Why did God have to give us a new tongue through the power of the Holy Spirit? All tongues without knowing God’s wonderful works through Christ are dead languages and even more become a tool to serve the devil.  Look at all religious, legalistic, and humanistic words in the world. How fancy and attractive they are! But those tongues eventually bring more divisions, fights, and destructions among people and nations. That is why our church mission entrusted by God is very important. Speaking in new tongues (the words of truth) given by the Holy Spirit is the only solution to bring people out of darkness.  That is the message of the cross, Christ’s death and resurrection.

Conclusion
Let us experience the “new tongues” given by the Holy Spirit. The new and different tongues are the message of the gospel. That is the greatest gift of God given to His people. In order for us to find these blessings, God allows some hardships to crumble down our own tongues, our own standards, and our own wisdom that are caught by darkness. Let us continue to find God’s wonderful messages and works in the midst of darkness. Continue to find treasures buried in darkness.  Let us be filled with the power of the Holy Spirit who works like a wind and fire in our lives. In spite of our differences in tongues and cultures, if we keep enjoying the message of the gospel and witnessing “the wonderful works of God,” the most amazing miracles will take place in our individual lives and church. 
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