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Acts 5:1-11 Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira, also sold a piece of property.  2 With his wife's full knowledge he kept back part of the money for himself, but brought the rest and put it at the apostles' feet.  3 Then Peter said, "Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the land?  4 Didn't it belong to you before it was sold? And after it was sold, wasn't the money at your disposal? What made you think of doing such a thing? You have not lied to men but to God."  5 When Ananias heard this, he fell down and died. And great fear seized all who heard what had happened.  6 Then the young men came forward, wrapped up his body, and carried him out and buried him.  7 About three hours later his wife came in, not knowing what had happened.  8 Peter asked her, "Tell me, is this the price you and Ananias got for the land?" "Yes," she said, "that is the price."  9 Peter said to her, "How could you agree to test the Spirit of the Lord? Look! The feet of the men who buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you out also."  10 At that moment she fell down at his feet and died. Then the young men came in and, finding her dead, carried her out and buried her beside her husband.  11 Great fear seized the whole church and all who heard about these events.

Summary from last week (28)
When those faithful believers reformed by the gospel gathered as one united community, the purpose of their wealth that was used to fulfill their gratification was completely changed.  They all wanted to use their wealth to support and protect their brothers and sisters in Christ so that they wouldn’t be deceived by worldly deception and would be established as true workers of the gospel. The redemptive work of Christ is being fulfilled more completely along with the use of our wealth. Our wealth helps faithful believers stand more strongly upon the truth in Christ and continues to give birth to spiritual descendants of Christ. Our church relief ministry should not help anyone randomly but should primarily target the needy people who gained faith in Christ through our preaching and teaching of the gospel message. Working with the church leaders as a team, our relief ministry must be put into effect very wisely, otherwise, the gospel can be corrupted through the means of our relief ministry. Not true faith but legalistic and religious faith will be planted in people’s hearts. Each one must grow as “Barnabas” who was a man filled with the Holy Spirit and who exercised his faith according to God’s order during his relief work.  Our relief ministry should lead those in need to experience true comfort in Christ and make them grow as faithful soldiers of Christ.

With his wife's full knowledge he kept back part of the money for himself
Today’s text should be carefully interpreted in connection with the previous text from last week. We already saw the amazing miracles that took place in the last week’s text. Barnabas, a man of encouragement, was the representative for the church’s relief ministry. With his wealth, God’s true peace and comfort affected those who were in need. However, in today’s text, a completely opposite example appears. The man named, “Ananias” and his wife, “Sapphira” also sold one of their properties and brought the money from the sale before the apostles’ feet. They just tried to copy Barnabas’ action. But they kept the part of the money and tried to deceive others as if they brought the whole amount of money from the sale. His wife also knew(“suneido” – seeing together) of his plot from the beginning. The word, “kept back”(nosphizomai) means “sequestrate for oneself”, or “embezzle.” Peter told him, “Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the land”(v.3).  The writer, Luke, compares their false relief action with that of Barnabas. They, in fact, made an offering according to Satan’s will. They copied others as if they followed the same gospel, yet their lies were exposed by Peter who was filled with the Holy Spirit.  As Satan copies the glory of God, they did exactly the same thing in order to gain self-glorification. 
What is truth? Everything, all of our lands and our properties, belong to God. God created everything for us, and we became His stewards entrusted with His possessions. "But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to give as generously as this? Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what comes from your hand” (1 Chro. 29:14).  “The Lord answered, "Who then is the faithful and wise manager, whom the master puts in charge of his servants to give them their food allowance at the proper time?  43 It will be good for that servant whom the master finds doing so when he returns”(Luke12:42-43). Nothing belongs to us. We all are in charge of God’s possession in order to reveal His glory. After knowing Christ, God changes our perspective on our wealth and leads us to know the true purpose and use of our wealth through the power of the Holy Spirit.
However, let us look at the false believers. After gaining religious spirit, they try to make their name renowned more by using their possessions in the name of God inside the church.  The real problem was not that Ananias and Sapphira hid some part of their money during their offering, but that they offered their money with false and wicked motive from the beginning.  They didn’t know who God was. They didn’t even care about relief ministry. All they wanted was to improve their fame and popularity within the people by using their wealth.  Obviously, they were reluctant to give the whole sale prive.  They didn’t believe they had to give their offering like Barnabas as long as their goal could be accomplished.  That is just exactly the same as Satan’s image. What is the Satan’s temptation? In Matthew 4, Satan tempted Jesus in three ways: “the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life” (1 John 2:16). That is why Peter rebuked them saying, “Satan has filled your heart.” Satan is the spirit of lies. He deceives us by causing us to imitate God and makes us stand against God after all. What is the “imitation” of God? It is to pretend to be holy, mercyful, faithful, and royal by covering oneself with the gospel.  Barnabas gained the heart of Christ and sacrificed everything he possessed in his life for the sake of the gospel’s evangelism and mission. However, Ananias and Sapphira gained the heart of Satan at the same time and became more interested in accomplishing their selfish goal through the means of relief ministry inside the church.  People could sell their possessions because the Holy Spirit filled their hearts to do that. As a result, the door of the gospel was open more widely and many workers of the gospel were established. However, those false believers whose hearts were controlled by Satan couldn’t realize God’s sovereign plan behind their relief ministry. All they wanted was to copy a form of love and mercy of God in order to boast of their great dedication and faith before men. However, they didn’t know they could not deceive God the same as they could men. That is the true identify of all religious, legalistic, and humanistic believers.  They are the spiritually blind and goats used by Satan. They exist inside the church as a Satan’s tool to be used to corrupt God’s church causing it to fall.

“Didn't it belong to you before it was sold? And after it was sold, wasn't the money at your disposal? What made you think of doing such a thing? You have not lied to men but to God”(v.4)
What did Peter try to say here? When you sell your property, obviously the money is yours.  However, Ananias and Sapphira fell into Satan’s temptation and tried to use their money to elevate their fame. Spiritually speaking, their soul was caught by the evil force, so they couldn’t judge anything by themselves correctly. The word, “disposal”(exousia) means that your offering couldn’t be truly given without the power of the Holy Spirit.  All of God’s believer’s offerings are made as the result of the work of the Holy Spirit, not from their own decision. That is spiritual authority and order by which the Holy Spirit began first in the hearts of Gods’ chosen people. However, Ananias and Sapphira broke God’s order because of their offering made under Satan’s authority.  They did not lie to men but to God. It shows that they were the children of the devil, liars. The Devil caused them to do “such a thing’ before God.

We can deceive men but not God.  “Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows.  8 The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that nature will reap destruction; the one who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life”(Gal6:7-8). Jeremiah 17:9-10  The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can understand it?  10 "I the LORD search the heart and examine the mind, to reward a man according to his conduct, according to what his deeds deserve”(Jer.17:9-10).
For the gospel to become the true gospel in our life and for our church to continue to grow as a true gospel church, we must fist receive the illumination of the Holy Spirit in the word of truth in our daily life. Without our hearts being renewed and reformed in God’s grace daily, we find ourselves quickly succumbing to our old nature, legalistically and religiously, and Satan uses our old nature to lead us into temptation. We have to discern how Satan tries to shake God’s church by planting men’s corrupt knowledge and power secretly in our ministry. Like Peter, we need to be filled with the power of the Holy Spirit so that Satan can’t deceive and corrupt our gospel ministry. 

How could you agree to test the Spirit of the Lord?(v.9)
Right after Ananias was rebuked by Peter, he fell down and died. His wife, Sapphira face the same fate later. They both “agreed to test the Spirit of God.”  The word, “agree”(sunphhoneo) means “to unite together and promise,” or “to unite to make the same voice.” They had already plotted together secretly before they offered their possession. They promised together to deceive others in order to gratify their ambition. Such action is the same as “testing the Spirit of God.”  

The word, “test”(peirazo<peras: end, final) is the same as the devil’s temptation which puts us to death. It is different from Gods’ testing(dokimazo) that is to discipline and approve us as His children. When tempted, no one should say, "God is tempting(peirazo) me." For God cannot be tempted(peirazo) by evil, nor does he tempt anyone”(Jaems 1:13).  Ananias and Sapphira were not in the same community of true believers from the beginning.  Imitating others with false belief, they were caught by the devil’s temptation and finally put to death as a result. That shows how nonbelievers end their lives. Today’s text tries to deliver a message not about God’s scary punishment over imperfect offerings made by true believers even to death, but about revealing false believers’ interference, trying to stop the growth of God’s church through faking their actions that seem to be almost the same as true believers’. They are the goats wearing the mask of lamb inside the church. They are the legalistic, religious, and humanistic believers who are only interested in making their name renowned by using God’s name.  “Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.  42 For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink,  43 I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.'  44 "They also will answer, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?”(Matt.25:41-44).  Their action of testing the spirit of God is the same as Adam and Eve’s testing of God by eathig the forbidden fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil shown in Genesis 3.   All mankind totally corrupted from birth always tries to copy the image of God through legalistic, religious, and humanistic ways.  Without God’s grace found in Christ, no one can avoid from falling into Satan’s temptation. 

Conclusion
In Today’s text, Ananias and Sapphira’s false offering is completely contrasted with the genuine offering made by the man of God, Barnabas. Nonbelievers tried their best to copy the form of the gospel, yet God knew their false motive and stopped Satan’s scheme. In addition, God gives us a clear message about how those false believers who hinders God’s working over His church will end their life by the judgment and curse of God.  It seems a very extreme case but it didn’t happen in order to give fear to the community of true believers.  “Great fear seized the whole church and all who heard about these events.” The word, “fear”(phobos) is the “awe” inspired in the hearts of true believers, whereas “terror” arouse in the minds of nonbelievers. The true believers were in awe of God who protects His people from evil and establishes them firmly in truth. The false believers were caught in terror by God’s horrible judgment and sentence of death for those testing His Spirit by their lies. 
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