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Acts 5:12-32  The apostles performed many miraculous signs and wonders among the people. And all the believers used to meet together in Solomon's Colonnade.  13 No one else dared join them, even though they were highly regarded by the people.  14 Nevertheless, more and more men and women believed in the Lord and were added to their number.  15 As a result, people brought the sick into the streets and laid them on beds and mats so that at least Peter's shadow might fall on some of them as he passed by.  16 Crowds gathered also from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing their sick and those tormented by evil spirits, and all of them were healed.  17 Then the high priest and all his associates, who were members of the party of the Sadducees, were filled with jealousy.  18 They arrested the apostles and put them in the public jail.  19 But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the doors of the jail and brought them out.  20 "Go, stand in the temple courts," he said, "and tell the people the full message of this new life."  21 At daybreak they entered the temple courts, as they had been told, and began to teach the people. When the high priest and his associates arrived, they called together the Sanhedrin-- the full assembly of the elders of Israel-- and sent to the jail for the apostles.  22 But on arriving at the jail, the officers did not find them there. So they went back and reported,  23 "We found the jail securely locked, with the guards standing at the doors; but when we opened them, we found no one inside."  24 On hearing this report, the captain of the temple guard and the chief priests were puzzled, wondering what would come of this.  25 Then someone came and said, "Look! The men you put in jail are standing in the temple courts teaching the people."  26 At that, the captain went with his officers and brought the apostles. They did not use force, because they feared that the people would stone them.  27 Having brought the apostles, they made them appear before the Sanhedrin to be questioned by the high priest.  28 "We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name," he said. "Yet you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and are determined to make us guilty of this man's blood."  29 Peter and the other apostles replied: "We must obey God rather than men!  30 The God of our fathers raised Jesus from the dead-- whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree.  31 God exalted him to his own right hand as Prince and Savior that he might give repentance and forgiveness of sins to Israel.  32 We are witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him."

Summary from last week (29)
When the true message of the gospel was proclaimed, the Holy Spirit touched the hearts of the faithful believers and had them gather their possessions for the church’s relief ministry. The men of the Holy Spirit worked together as a team in order to establish those in need as soldiers of Christ. However, those who belonged to the devil sneaked into the church to corrupt and shake the church of God. They tried to deceive God’s people and test the Spirit of God with their possessions. Our wealth has a double-edged sword of blessing and curse. When the offering of our wealth is used according to God’s will and order, it becomes a blessed tool to make our gospel the true gospel. However, the followers of the devil try to corrupt the church of God with their possessions. They always imitate a form of gospel and test the Spirit of the Lord inside the church. They are the goats mentioned by Jesus and will be thrown into the furnace in the last day. We should stand firm in truth by being filled with the Holy Spirit so that we won’t be deceived by the legalistic, religious, and humanistic words and behaviors of the goats.  

“Crowds gathered also from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing their sick and those tormented by evil spirits, and all of them were healed”
The lage crowd began to gather at Solomon's Colonnade on the eastern side of the temple where Peter healed the crippled man. Multitudes flocked to this place as the apostles preached and wrought other miracles. There were other teachers of the law and Rabbis there, yet they kept their distance from the apostles. In fact, they couldn’t join this gospel community (v.13). The content and power of God’s message was too different from theirs.  Going to church doesn’t mean that we become close friends in Christ. Reading the same bible and worshipping in the same service doesn’t mean that we all have the same companionship. We must discern what the content of God’s message means in each of our one’s own heart.  Many sermons and teachings of the bible do not have the correct exposition in regard to the connection between the law of the Old Testament and the grace of the New Testament. Many church goers don’t’ know how to interpret the law of God by His grace. The law reveals our sinful nature. Unless we give birth to the grace of life through the death of the law, the law will bind us into more laws and eventually lead us to eternal death. God’s law is definitely good, yet without interpreting the law by God’s grace, the law will make us more wicked sinners as we legalistically practice it.  As a result, our every word and behavior will be condemned by the law.  Then the law will not be  good anymore but will be evil to us.

The great multitude began to show great respect for the apostles’ preaching, teaching, and demonstrating of God’s love and power. Many sick and demon-possessed people gathered every day before the apostles greatly hoping for their healing and restoration in Christ. We have to take a look at this scene with a broken heart. How many times did they hear false message about God every day from the religious leaders in the temple?  It is the same as today. There are so many of God’s words we can hear every hour.  However, their message is not to revive us but instead to take us away from the life of God. Because of their wicked preaching and teaching, many sick and demon-possessed people hid themselves from the temple.  Those legalistic and religiously leaders boasted of their self-righteousness through the law and condemned those whose hearts were broken and who hungered for Gods’ true righteousness. What were God’s words prophesied through His prophets, Isaiah?  “The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, because the LORD has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners,  2 to proclaim the year of the LORD's favor and the day of vengeance of our God, to comfort all who mourn,  3 and provide for those who grieve in Zion-- to bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair. They will be called oaks of righteousness, a planting of the LORD for the display of his splendor” (Isaiah 61:1-3).  Jesus came as this reality and proclaimed the grace of the true gospel. Without truly knowing the mystery of Christ and discovering true grace in Him, we can’t heal and release those broken-hearted but will hurt them more critically through God’s words. What happened after the apostles preached and taught the true gospel message and demonstrated God’s power? There were many broken people who had hidden themselves from the temple started coming out to hear the word of life and to receive healing from God. We have to consider seriously the reason why our younger generations close their minds toward the church today.  Of course, our world becomes more corrupted and tempts our young people into more worldly pleasure. However, their minds also become more unstable, fearful, and broken from this wicked culture. The gospel is the only solution, which can set them free from their captivity to the evil spirit. However, how do we deliver the gospel message? The main reason that the churches can’t bring revival is not because the world becomes wickeder but that the gospel is not preached as the true gospel. Many gospel preaching and teachings appear to have same outlook yet their contents are too different from what was originally preached and taught by Jesus.  There aren’t many believers who understand the true content of the gospel which can bring out one to the life of grace from his bondage and suffering under the law. We might proclaim that we know the gospel, yet if the broken- hearted people run away from us, then we have to examine ourselves in God’s light to see if we truly have the gospel message of life. We have to consider seriously whether we try to copy a form of religion or not. The apostles gained the life of the gospel by experiencing the mystery of the death and resurrection of the cross. They had to go through the long period of life in the wilderness to realize this blessing. When they finally proclaimed the true content of the gospel, so many people began to desperately appear from everywhere as if they had only waited for this very moment. God’s church must spread the gospel that has true life. For this mission, it is necessary for every saint to go through the life of suffering and hardship in the wilderness.  In the valley of death, the truth of the gospel is discovered and experienced by God’s grace. Therefore, saint’s sufferings are not coincident.  Everything that has happened in the life of God’s saints lies under God’s predestined plan and provision.

“They arrested the apostles and put them in the public jail.  19 But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the doors of the jail and brought them out.  20 "Go, stand in the temple courts," he said, "and tell the people the full message of this new life” (v.20)
When a big crowd continued to gather before the apostles, those religious and political leaders were caught in great jealousy and fear. Using their authority and power, they put the apostles in prison. This is the wickedest sin before God. Their wicked lustful desire for good and evil deeply rooted in their hearts was exposed. They never had any interest in saving those who suffered in sickness mentally and physically. Their real interest was to gain more self-gratification and self-glorification by using God’s words and name. Before the true gospel proclaimed by the apostles, their false belief was revealed and came to the surface. 

An amazing miracle took place in the midst of their persecution. The angel of the Lord opened the doors of the jail and brought them out, saying “Go, stand in the temple courts and tell the people the full message of this new life.” There are three verbs used in this sentence. First, the word, “go”(“poreuomai”:to depart, to carry over <””peira”: trial <”peran”: across, farther, other side) means “passing trials from the devil and going over to other side.” God said that we should keep going by fighting and wining over the temptations from the devil because God’s angels are with us.  We can easily fall into the trap of disappointment and despair in this kind of situation. However, we have to surpass our trials and move forward into the promised land through faith given by God.  The second word is “stand”(histemi), which means “to stand firmly in truth.” While we are being tempted, we shouldn’t get embarrassed but keep realizing our union with Christ who finished and fulfilled God’s salvation for us.  So, we have to keep doing our mission even more faithfully in the midst of our hardships and sufferings. “They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths.  5 But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry” (2 Tim..4:4-5). The third verb is “tell”(“laleo”: declare, proclaim, and disclose). What should we declare and proclaim? It is “the full message of this life” (“pas rhema joe”: The full message revealed by the life of Jesus).  We should spread the full message about the mystery of Christ revealed to us by God’s grace, not the words of legalism and religion.  Only “the message of this life” can heal the broken-hearted people and release people from their captivity. In order to give “the full message of this life” to His disciples, Jesus spent three years with them in the wilderness. He led them into suffering and hardship on purpose. They had to learn to die with Jesus and be recreated as a new creation in Him.  That was the mystery of the cross.

The word of life can’t be confined. The more it is confined, the more the word of light and life shines through. That is the spiritual law. While we feel like we are locked in, we can be deceived by men’s lustful words and judgment for good and evil and Satan’s temptation. However, we must experience how the power of the gospel works in the midst of our deep darkness. All the sufferings and hardships are a necessary process to bring out the shining light of God. Only the light of God can destroy our sinful lust for good and evil as revealed in the midst of our deep darkness. Once we find ourselves dead through the death of Christ, then we can also realize the new reality accomplished through the resurrection of Christ.  We are completely set free from the bondage of sin with which we used to struggle. All sufferings and hardships are not good news, yet if they cause us to be led into the light of Christ, they will indeed be platforms of true blessing. We will experience true freedom in Christ when we know all the pains and scars deeply hidden and rooted in us were already demolished by the power of the cross. “10 sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; poor, yet making many rich; having nothing, and yet possessing everything” (2 Cor.6:10). When the word of grace works in the midst of our deep suffering, we will experience the reality of the perfect righteousness of God established upon our imperfect righteousness due to our sins.  Furthermore, we will find ourselves enjoying true freedom and peace in all situations by the reality of truth. “I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances.  12 I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want.  13 I can do everything through him who gives me strength.  14 Yet it was good of you to share in my troubles” (Phil. 4:11-14). The word, “content” doesn’t mean that we should try to surpass everything with our own efforts. We can only be “content”(autarkies)  when we gain the mystery of Christ who is the true reality of life. The false “I” disappears when we truly realize our perfect union with Christ.  We won’t be bound to our subjective judgment for good and evil whether we are in good or bad situations. Every circumstance will become an objective for us to be led into the light of Christ through the guidance of the Holy Spirit.


“Peter and the other apostles replied: "We must obey God rather than men!  30 The God of our fathers raised Jesus from the dead-- whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree.  31 God exalted him to his own right hand as Prince and Savior that he might give repentance and forgiveness of sins to Israel.  32 We are witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him” (vv.29-32)

The word, “obey”(peitharcheo<peithos” : to convince, to persuade + “archo”: ruler) means “being persuaded by God, our ruler.” This kind of “obedience” is impossible without Gods’ grace. The totally depraved men can’t obey God’s word by themselves but always stand against Him. However, the grace of Christ intervenes in our life, our wicked predisposition to be disobedient rooted from our birth will be demolished by the power of the cross.  We will be persuaded by God’s irresistible grace and love. Peter and other apostles who experienced this amazing grace and power couldn’t obey any man’s words but could only follow the word of life. What was the core message preached by Peter and other apostles here? We have no choice but to kill Jesus because of our original sinful nature, the lustful knowledge for good and evil. But if we realize this wicked sin by God’s grace, then we will live through His life. God wants to give us “repentance and forgiveness of sins.” So, He raised Jesus from the dead and sent the Holy Spirit to give His new life to us who are dead in sin. They said, “We are witnesses of these things.” They saw and experienced this amazing spiritual law, Christ died and lived again in us.  Only those who are united with this mystery of Christ can listen to His word, continually be persuaded by His truth, and genuinely obey His command.

Conclusion
We must realize and experience “the full message of this life,” not partially, but to the fullest measure. That is the reason why God continually allows all kind of sufferings and hardships in the life of His saints. In order to gain the reality of true faith, we must walk into the step of “self-denial” everyday through the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  We all are in the same process of gaining “the word of life” until we truly realize that God’s word is our only true possession. With the word of this life, we can save those who are broken-hearted and held in captivity to the evil spirit. Let us continue to pray that God will bring true revival to us, our families, our church, and our regions in the same way as today’s text demonstrates. 
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