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It was about this time that King Herod arrested some who belonged to the church, intending to persecute them.  2 He had James, the brother of John, put to death with the sword.  3 When he saw that this pleased the Jews, he proceeded to seize Peter also. This happened during the Feast of Unleavened Bread.  4 After arresting him, he put him in prison, handing him over to be guarded by four squads of four soldiers each. Herod intended to bring him out for public trial after the Passover.  5 So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying to God for him.  6 The night before Herod was to bring him to trial, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains, and sentries stood guard at the entrance.  7 Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared and a light shone in the cell. He struck Peter on the side and woke him up. "Quick, get up!" he said, and the chains fell off Peter's wrists.  8 Then the angel said to him, "Put on your clothes and sandals." And Peter did so. "Wrap your cloak around you and follow me," the angel told him.  9 Peter followed him out of the prison, but he had no idea that what the angel was doing was really happening; he thought he was seeing a vision.  10 They passed the first and second guards and came to the iron gate leading to the city. It opened for them by itself, and they went through it. When they had walked the length of one street, suddenly the angel left him.

Summary from last week (#41)
Man’s spiritual nature is sinful and sin is symbolized by the color “red.”  Like the red “Edomite” in the bible, one type of mankind has dirty and cruel blood, always disputing and fighting. Their selfish and lustful ambition has caused our land to become dirty and red. They will be thrown into the fire at the end by God’s judgment.  The other type is made up of the ones who were of the same nature yet later were clothed with a white garment after their sins were washed away by Jesus’ blood. They are “the living Adams” who were recreated by God’s grace and who now enjoy the true life of God while living on earth. The history of mankind is all about men’s bloody fights. However, in the midst of their dirty, wicked, and sinful livings, God’s saints have appeared on earth as the result of the blood of Jesus Christ. They have continued to spread the living message of the gospel in spite of great suffering and persecution that comes from the red Edomites.  The deception and violence of the red evil has increased more today. The living Adams who became the church of God purchased by His own blood have to wake up and fight a great spiritual warfare against the force of darkness.

God has given us the most important weapons for us to use in this spiritual warfare. They are the “word” and “prayer.”  Our fight is not in the flesh and blood. “Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes.  12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.  13 Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand” (Ephesians 6:11-13).   Those spiritual forces of evil are the red Edomites and the red devil. They always lie and deceive others with their deceitful tongues and actions.  They try to wrap this world more legalistically, religiously, and humanistically with all sorts of words that please people’s lustful desires and ambitions.  For this reason, God’s saints, the living Adams, shouldn’t be lazy but should keep meeting together studying the truth of the gospel and diligently praying in the word of truth revealed by God.  
. 
“So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying to God for him”
Herod was the wickedest king among the “red Edomites” who persecuted Christians, God’s church. The apostle James was killed, and even more, the most important church leader, Peter was put to prison. As the Jews were pleased with his leadership, Herod continued to oppress Christians more cruelly to gain their favor.  This political union isn’t surprising to see even today.  All politics are centered upon men’s interest and run to please men’s lustful desires and ambitions.  One of the hottest issues in America is about Homosexual marriage.  The Supreme Court is now discussing a procedure regarding the legalization of this type of marriage.  More campaign movement to support such marriage are widespread all over America. So far thirty six states have legal same –sex marriage. It is just a matter of time before we see more states opening the door to support the legal status of same-sex marriage. At the same time, anyone who opposes these marriages will be punished by law. We see many Christian denominations that have kept changing their positions in giving or not giving more favor to same-sex marriage.  We, as Christians, should offer a compassionate ministry for Christian homosexuals, yet we should clearly recognize that homosexual behavior is sinful and disobedience to God’s will.  There is no doubt that we will see in the future more rising of great persecution against God’s church standing in the truth of the gospel. 
Peter who is now confined in prison will face death soon. Herod put out an order to guard Peter with “four squads of four soldiers each.” Peter’s hands are even bound in chains and so he has no way out of prison.  The church hearing the news of his imprisonment starts praying to God for him.  This is such a desperate situation in our physical mind. But from a spiritual perspective, God allows this crisis of “confinement” in order for the gospel to become the true gospel in the life of His people.  How did Antioch Church begin? Stephen’s martyrdom caused the gospel to widespread even to the Gentiles. “Some” disciples who desperately sought God’s true grace and guidance out of their “confinement” produced great results establishing the pure gospel-based Church in Antioch.   When we desperately seek God in any situation that makes us feel that we are being imprisoned, the life of the gospel in us, in fact, will begin revealing itself more truthfully.  Our temporal confinement in the flesh will be a platform of blessing which will break our real spiritual confinement in darkness. Sometimes, our fleshly peace and wellbeing can cause the living life of the gospel that was given to us to be imprisoned in our flesh.  In order to break our imprisonment in our lustful flesh, our busy time-schedule that fulfills our selfish desire needs to stop. Of course, it is very painful and cause great suffering.  However, if we become really painful and desperate, we will look upon God alone seeking His good will and plan for our lives. Then, the time-table of God predestined for us in the gospel begins to move forward more vigorously.  Therefore, the moment of pain and sorrow due to our confinement in the flesh becomes a very important time-table for our prayers to seek God’s divine and predestined will in heaven.  “Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance;  4 perseverance, character; and character, hope.  5 And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us” (Romans 5:3-5).  All tribulations allowed by God will make us more prayerful and help us embrace God’s true hope deeply in our hearts. Praying while bearing heavenly hope produces endurance in us. The work of the Holy Spirit arises while we endure our hardship. The real hindrance of God’s work isn’t the work of the devil but our laziness and complacency that hinders us from riding on the dynamic and progressive movement of the gospel. It is like the Apostles who were locked in their status as Jews and in their legalistic law and tradition, which caused them to be very indecisive in following the progressive movement of the gospel.  On the contrary, the devil’s hostile and obstructive activity becomes rather a tool to strengthen the status and authority of God’s saints.  God wants His people to wake up from their deep slumber. He wants to make us strong servants which the world cannot overcome.  “And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.  19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven” (Matthew 16:18-19). As God promised, when we are established upon the rock of truth, we don’t need to fight with the gates of Hades.  They will flee before us. That is the true blessing and power given to God’s saints. “Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell” (Matthew 10:28).  When the gospel becomes the true gospel in our lives, we will naturally overcome any fear coming from the world and even more, we will eagerly live for the gospel with the true fear of God in us because of His judgment for the last day. The object of our fear should be exchanged with the gospel.

When the church leaders are killed and imprisoned, God’s saints begin to gather and pray wholeheartedly.  Not only Peter but all church believers also feel the same imprisonment.  When they start praying together in such a confined-situation, God begins to move.  “The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise me” (Psalm 51:17). “For this is what the high and lofty One says-- he who lives forever, whose name is holy: "I live in a high and holy place, but also with him who is contrite and lowly in spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly and to revive the heart of the contrite” (Isaiah 57:15).  Why do our hearts become broken? It is because things don’t work out according to our wishes.  We feel like our self esteem is being hurt. The “I” who is the object of our trust and pride keeps crumbling down.  It is God’s intervention that tears down our lustful and prideful walls and rocks.  God wants to build a new foundation with His life-giving Spirit in our soul and body. He has to remodel our house and make His new temple in us where He can dwell forever. For the reason of this transformation, all of the suffering and hardship that tears down our mind and body is allowed in God’s providence.  Through that process, we will discover our true reality in the Lord. All of the status and authority that God predestined to give to us is not gained though our own efforts and power. It is rather discovered through our earnest prayer in truth sitting at the place of our brokenness due to our suffering and hardship. In order to enjoy our new status and use our new authority in the gospel, we have to receive spiritual training in prayer. It is training in “listening prayer.”  It is quiet but strong prayer to discover God’s plan. It is a prayer of longsuffering because we have to wait until God’s determined will is revealed according to His desired time. It is a prayer to seek the filling and guidance of the Holy Spirit for God’s will to be done through His way and power.  With our broken hearts, we have to learn to go into our secret room and converse with God in intimacy. Otherwise, we will lose our spiritual battle because the devil tries to keep scars in our hearts through our brokenness.  Our spiritual battle is inevitable. God wants us to go through a labor pain-prayer to correctly discover God’s great divine will in heaven.  True answers to our prayers are found when our fleshy things are torn down.  "This is what the LORD says, he who made the earth, the LORD who formed it and established it-- the LORD is his name:  3 'Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and unsearchable things you do not know” (Jeremiah 33:2-3). 

“Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared and a light shone in the cell. He struck Peter on the side and woke him up. "Quick, get up!" he said, and the chains fell off Peter's wrists.  8 Then the angel said to him, "Put on your clothes and sandals." And Peter did so. "Wrap your cloak around you and follow me," the angel told him” (vv.7-8)
How did God renew Peter during the earnest prayer of the church? He was sleeping in prison either with a deep trust or with desperation. Somehow, God’s angel appeared to him while he was asleep.  God answered the church’s prayer for him. God’s angel was immediately sent to release him from prison. But let us see more carefully how God’s angel ministers to one who is confined in prison.  The word, “appear”(“ephistemi” – to stand by, to place upon < “Stauros”: a covenant pole) symbolizes God’s covenant will by which He definitely will save and deliver His people in truth. Then, God’s light shines in the cell.  The light is the same living-light that saves His people who are living in the darkness and sitting in the shadow of death. (Matt. 4:16).  The angel strikes Peter on the side (“pleura”).  It reminds us of Jesus being speared in the side by a soldier and as a result, his blood and water came out of his side. Through his death, in such a way, our sins were forgiven and our death was demolished.  Now Jesus reminds Peter again of whom he truly is by striking his side.  “Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies;  26 and whoever lives and believes in me will never die (John 11:25-26).  Peter again experiences the power of the resurrection through his union with Christ. God’s angle raises him up (“egeiro”: to arouse from the sleep of death) and said “Arise up” (“anistemi” – to rise up above toward heaven).  These words are all related to the word, “resurrection”(“anastasis”). Our confinement will lead us to experience the tremendous power of the resurrection promised by God. We become like a dead person during our imprisonment, yet we also become renewed by the power of the resurrection and find ourselves set free from the fear of real death.  We become renewed and revived more afresh in the midst of our deep valley of desperation and suffering. All God’s saints have such a mark of the cross in their soul and body. God imprints the mark of His grace on us while we are going through harsh confinement. He awakens not only Peter but also His church who are asleep. What is the greatest answer to our prayer?  It is to discover and confirm again and again the true reality about our being one who is resurrected as a completely new being through God’s grace.  When Peter arose, the chain falls off of his wrist.  The “chain” that confined me to death is now completely demolished by God’s power. Peter once again experiences the power of the gospel that conquered his death.  What are the chains that tie our hands and feet?  We have to see the reality of darkness that really ties our hands keeping us in prison.  Only by God’s grace, do we realize our spiritual imprisonment.  Let us experience the power of prayer that cut off our chains. Through our prayer, God moves His angels to answer our prayer and revive our souls more strongly because of our imprisonment.  Therefore, the time of our confinement is the time-table of transformation as well as a life-turning for us to realize our real sins and curse as well as to experience the real power and blessing of God.  “I am laid low in the dust; preserve my life according to your word.  26 I recounted my ways and you answered me; teach me your decrees.  27 Let me understand the teaching of your precepts; then I will meditate on your wonders.  28 My soul is weary with sorrow; strengthen me according to your word” (Psalm 119:25-28).  Our soul thirst and hunger for God’s truth. God fills our spiritual needs and establishes a new spiritual order through the process of our confinement.  Realizing our being as “dust” who can only be preserved by God’s word is an inevitable step in the process for us to be established as a “new living Adam.”  Our confinement is a very necessary tool to fulfill God’s purpose in our life. 

God’s angel orders Peter to do three things: “Gird yourself,” “put on your sandals,” and “wrap your cloak around you.”  God orders him to put on the full armor of the gospel for the spiritual battle against evil the same as is shown in Ephesians 6:13-14.  “Grid yourself” means “to equip ourselves with the truth of the gospel” (v.14). “Put on your sandals” means “to be guided into the direction of the gospel by the Holy Spirit” (v.15). “Wrap our cloak around you” means “not to be bound to the law, but live a life of grace in truth and proclaim the grace of the Lord” (Matt. 5:40). 

Conclusion
We can’t see the spiritual realm yet we perceive it by faith through the word and prayer. God always protects His people from evil yet He allows evil things to happen to us in order for us to realize His amazing sovereign power and providence.  The confinement of God’s saint accelerates the pure growth of the gospel in their lives.  The sincere prayer of saints moves God’s heart and mobilizes God’s angels to do miracles.  It seems that the people of the world who do not know God think that they gain victory every time. But everything is under God’s control.  Those evil Adams are just extra tools to complete God’s mission that is already predestined.  God wakes up the main figures of the gospel to run His plan by allowing “imprisonment” in their lives.  During our imprisonment, we have no choice but to seek God alone with a consuming passion. God establishes His kingdom through our prayer, especially our prayer made in our imprisonment.  Our confinement is not coincidence at all. It facilitates us to hear the voice of God more intimately through an earnest prayer.   Through hearing his voice, we can trust and follow God’s plan with more confidence.  Let us give thanks to God who invites us to participate in His mission and who faithfully reveals His divine will to us.
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