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Acts 13:4-12   4 The two of them, sent on their way by the Holy Spirit, went down to Seleucia and sailed from there to Cyprus.  5 When they arrived at Salamis, they proclaimed the word of God in the Jewish synagogues. John was with them as their helper.  6 They traveled through the whole island until they came to Paphos. There they met a Jewish sorcerer and false prophet named Bar-Jesus,  7 who was an attendant of the proconsul, Sergius Paulus. The proconsul, an intelligent man, sent for Barnabas and Saul because he wanted to hear the word of God.  8 But Elymas the sorcerer (for that is what his name means) opposed them and tried to turn the proconsul from the faith.  9 Then Saul, who was also called Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, looked straight at Elymas and said,  10 "You are a child of the devil and an enemy of everything that is right! You are full of all kinds of deceit and trickery. Will you never stop perverting the right ways of the Lord?  11 Now the hand of the Lord is against you. You are going to be blind, and for a time you will be unable to see the light of the sun." Immediately mist and darkness came over him, and he groped about, seeking someone to lead him by the hand.  12 When the proconsul saw what had happened, he believed, for he was amazed at the teaching about the Lord.

Summary from last week (#43)
The church must grow spiritually to do the work to which the Holy Spirit has called ㅑㅅ. If the church member can listen to the voice of the Holy Spirit together, that will be the greatest miracle and blessing for all of us.  In order to hear the voice of God, the ministry of the word must arise vigorously within the church first.  Equipping us with the weapon of God’s word, everyone should work to proclaim, teach, and share God’s truth in joy and passion, so that the false spirit and lies can’t hide but will flee away.  Then, each one of us should strive to discover our own spiritual gifts distributed by God while enjoying the ministry of the word.  Every believer has a very precious calling and gift given by God.  In order to build up the living body of Christ in the church, God distributes various spiritual gifts according to one’s spiritual maturity and the measure of faith. “So it is with you. Since you are eager to have spiritual gifts, try to excel in gifts that build up the church” (1 Corinthians 14:12).  While everyone is growing deeply rooted in truth and bearing the various ministries of God in the church according to their spiritual gifts, they should seek together for more specific guidance of God’s will and plan through fasting in prayer. To the church whose ear is open to listen to God’s voice, the power of the Holy Spirit will be manifested and direct each one to carry God’s specific mission. “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches” (Rev. 2:7,11,29, 3:6,1,3,22).  A spiritual training for listening to the voice of the Spirit in truth should be primarily exercised before the church does work for God. To do this task, each body of Christ should listen to the word of truth more deliberately so that the word may continue to reveal our bondages in darkness and to fill us with the light of the gospel. 

“They traveled through the whole island until they came to Paphos. There they met a Jewish sorcerer and false prophet named Bar-Jesus,  7 who was an attendant of the proconsul, Sergius Paulus. The proconsul, an intelligent man, sent for Barnabas and Saul because he wanted to hear the word of God”(vv.6-7)
The Antioch church dispatches Barnabas and Saul together to do their first world mission. They arrive first by boat at an island called “Cyprus.” Cyprus is the hometown of Barnabas. At the region called, “Salamis,” John called “Mark” joins their mission. They continue to move on and begin to evangelize at the capital city, “Paphos.” Here, they are greatly challenged and opposed by a Jewish sorcerer and false prophet named Bar-Jesus.  The name “Bar-Jesus” means “son of Jesus,” i.e., “a child of salvation.” He is an advisor of the Roman proconsul, Sergius Paulus who is “a man of understanding,” interested in the thought and magic of his times.  Bar-Jesus must have exercised magic and superstition upon many political and social matters as requested by Sergius Paulus.  

In the bible, we can see many examples where political leaders employed various sorceries in order to build up their power and success. In the time of Joseph, the king of Egypt depended upon magicians to solve his troubles (Gen. 41:8).  In Exodus, the magicians of Egypt greatly exercised their power over Pharaoh’s decisions for the future of Egypt’s fate (Exo.7:22).  Besides Egypt, in the worldly history, we can see that almost every country got involved in many exercises of fortune-telling and sorcery in their religious rites, especially for their kings and political leaders.  Even today, many Asian political leaders chase after famous magicians to help determine their fate.  In America and other European countries, politics are more responsive to the public and press outwardly, yet there is still found some secret roots of religious rites and the practice of exorcism behind their leadership, especially among high society (e.g. Free Mason, The Jesuits, Scientology, Mormon, etc.).  This proves that every man has an evil religious spirit putting their fate into a superstitious practice. This kind of man has no choice but to gamble his or her fate under by depending upon magic hoping to get more fame, wealth, and power in their lives.  

Throughout history, many political and religious leaders have practiced some sorts of sorcery, magic, and fortune-telling in order to determine their important policies.  This spiritually corrupted leadership style is still prevalent in every nation because many world leaders rely upon their own religious beliefs and fall into idol worship which the same as the ancient sorcery practices. “In which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient” (Eph. 2:2).  The devil holds of the worldly power today making people not understand truth and causing them to worship all other kinds of evil spirits to fulfill their lustful ambition and desire.  “The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God” (2 Cor.4:4).  In addition, the devil empowers his followers to do supernatural works so that people may fall into more superstitious beliefs and false ideologies.  We can see that some people can demonstrate a powerful magic, perform miracles, and practice fortune-telling (Acts 8:9, Lev. 20:27, Rev.16:14).  God surely says that those who practice the work of the devil will be thrown into the fire at the end. “But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, the idolaters and all liars-- their place will be in the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second death” (Rev. 21:8). 

Why do people try to rely on those sorceries and practice idol worship? It is because their fate is insecure and fearful.  They are afraid of making a wrong choice and becoming failures.  People have a tenancy to believe that their fortune and luck are fixed from their birth. However, to God’s saints, there is no such thing. Our choice definitely affects our life, yet it can’t determine our fate. Our fate is under God’s predestined will. God makes all things in our lives work out to fulfill His perfectly good plan for us. “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose” (Rom. 8:28).  Even if the worldly people try to curse us using all kinds of magic, we may suffer in the flesh yet can’t affect our soul.  The Holy Spirit has already been sealed in us and perfectly protects and guides us. The king of Moab, Balak, tried to curse the people of Israel through the mouth of the false prophet and sorcerer, Balaam.  But God used the sorcerer Balaam  to reveal God’s sovereign will and covenant made to His people.  “There is no sorcery against Jacob, no divination against Israel. It will now be said of Jacob and of Israel, 'See what God has done!” (Num.23:23).  God’s saint can receive some dirty and evil impacts for a while from the world that is filled with all sorts of magic and evil activities. However, our new status given in Christ will never be shaken.   God rather allows all those false and evil incidents in the world so that we realize more truth and rely upon the Lord alone. 

What are more serious problems than the use of sorcery and magic power practiced by nonbelievers in the world? They are the false and lawless works rising within the church of God. Many false prophets and teachers disguise themselves as good servants of God and deceive others through doing great superstitious works and religious rites using the name of the gospel. It is like “Bar-Jesus.”  Pretending to be wise advisors like Bar-Jesus, they try to gain more wealth, power, and fame from their works. Using the name of Jesus, they plant all kinds of false ideologies in the heart of people and conduct mystical meetings pleasing to people’s eyes ( e.g. “prosperity theology,” “positive thinking,” “great tribulation,” “prophetic or healing ministry,” etc.).  They pervert the pure faith of the gospel into shamanistic beliefs and pagan practices.  “Then the LORD said to me, "The prophets are prophesying lies in my name. I have not sent them or appointed them or spoken to them. They are prophesying to you false visions, divinations, idolatries and the delusions of their own minds” (Jeremiah 14:14). Jesus warned us of many evil works of false Christs and false prophets performing great signs and miracles to deceive even the elect in the last day(Matt.24:24).  These are real wicked devil followers existing inside the church who make God’s church their secular business by selling the name of Jesus. We can’t just blame them. Why do their numbers increase rapidly? There are many people following and advocating their false gospel inside the church, even among the elect.  God’s saint must be able to discern truth by examining the depth of the word and not by looking over the word superficially. We must struggle with the word of God seriously to discover the true meaning intended to be given to us in these messages, the real inten of God in the light of their context and background.  If we have a deep spiritual maturity in truth, we can cast out the power of darkness when our faith is challenged by such a false prophet, as Bar-Jesus.  Why can’t we discern truth correctly? It is because we still have the content of the false gospel within us. We all have this spiritual problem. That is the wicked nature of man which has an evil tendency of perverting truth into something else to please one’s own lustful taste.  We must see how the evil nature within us plays and fight a spiritual battle against it every day. “Not that there is another gospel, but there are some who trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ.  8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to that which we preached to you, let him be accursed” (Gal. 1:7-8).

9 Then Saul, who was also called Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, looked straight at Elymas and said,  10 "You are a child of the devil and an enemy of everything that is right! You are full of all kinds of deceit and trickery. Will you never stop perverting the right ways of the Lord?  (vv.9-10)

The proconsul, Sergius Paulus calls Barnabas and Saul to hear the word of God, yet the sorcerer Bar-Jesus tries to oppose them and to constantly obstruct their way to see the proconsul. Then, the true prophets, Barnabas and Saul address the false prophet with the power of the Holy Spirit. When they reveal the true identity of the false prophet,  Bar-Jesus by calling him “a child of the devil, an enemy of all righteousness, and being full of deceit and trickery,” he becomes a blinded by their curse.   If Bar-Jesus is predestined as a child of God, this curse is actually a great blessing for him because he doesn’t die with his sin but still has time to repent his sin.  Like Saul, he has a chance to become a new person by the grace of God. When the darkness falls upon him, he goes out and seeks someone to guide him by the hand(“cheiragogos”- the power to lead). 

Only Jesus can save us from our deceitful life that is captured by a fate of sorcery and all kinds of false beliefs. He is the only one who can lead us to a completely new blessed life in truth. However, by just believing the name of Jesus and trying to live a Christian life isn’t enough for us to enjoy the true blessing of salvation. If we understand the true content of the gospel, it is necessary for us to spiritually fight against the false beliefs both inside and outside of us. Otherwise, even though we are true saints of God, we can be easily deceived and live our life just like Bar-Jesus.   Experiencing some sort of spiritual gifts and miracles doesn’t make us God’s saint. When many people experienced the miracles performed by Jesus, they devotedly followed him with all of their hearts in the beginning. But later, as Jesus continually proclaimed and taught the word of truth more deliberately, one by one they started leaving Him because they either couldn’t understand the truth or didn’t want to understand the truth with their worldly mind.  “On hearing it, many of his disciples said, "This is a hard teaching. Who can accept it?" . . . From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him” (John 6:60,66).  The truth of the gospel continues to reveal our false ambition and selfish desire, so without God’s grace, one can’t easily agree with and accept His word. The word of God becomes rather a stumbling block to one’s way unless one continues to grow in the truth of the gospel. “It is impossible for those who have once been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, who have shared in the Holy Spirit,  5 who have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the coming age,  6 if they fall away, to be brought back to repentance, because to their loss they are crucifying the Son of God all over again and subjecting him to public disgrace” (Hebrews 6:4-6).  Once we are truly saved and we have experienced the power of salvation from our darkness, we can’t go back into the same or worse corruption, even though there are times we can fall into temptation for a while. Through the guidance of the Holy Spirit, all temptations and troubles will rather cause us to turn away more from their evil ways.  There is no such “apostasy” in the true saint’s life.   In fact, the life of apostasy proves that one never received true salvation from God.  When we are saved, we are sealed with the Holy Spirit (Eph. 1:13).  People who experienced the light and power of the Holy Spirit superficially and in the flesh can always fall into apostasy and make the gospel more false by using it for self-satisfaction.  They are the false Christs and false prophets who do more evil things inside the church than the evil ones in the world. 

Conclusion
There are many false Christs and false prophets like Bar-Jesus in the world. They talk too loud pretending they know the gospel well, yet they actually make the gospel more corrupt and perverted.  Without Gods’ grace, the depth of the true gospel message can’t be realized. Furthermore, without experiencing one’s brokenness in pain and tears due to his deep darkness, one can never discover the true light and power of the Christ.  Those false Christs and prophets do not have this kind of true experience in the gospel, so they continue to make too noisy sound to reveal self-righteousness and glory. When they face real crisis and have to make a fateful decision, they will eventually rely upon sorcery and fortune-telling.  When the gospel becomes the true gospel within our lives, all of our false words, wishes, desires, and lusts that have been filling within our hearts disappear one by one.  We will just want to reveal God’s living word and quietly bear the mission entrusted to us by God.  Let us consider the grace of God’s salvation most preciously.  Let us grow as ones who have the real content of the true gospel within us so that we can discern the false teaching and performance that mimic the true gospel. Even more, like the apostle Paul, let us boldly proclaim the truth of the gospel dispelling the forces of darkness, so that the people of God can be saved from their sins and renewed once again from their deceptions. God has surely given us the most important mission in this last day.
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