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Acts 19:8-20   8 Paul entered the synagogue and spoke boldly there for three months, arguing persuasively about the kingdom of God.  9 But some of them became obstinate; they refused to believe and publicly maligned the Way. So Paul left them. He took the disciples with him and had discussions daily in the lecture hall of Tyrannus.  10 This went on for two years, so that all the Jews and Greeks who lived in the province of Asia heard the word of the Lord.  11 God did extraordinary miracles through Paul,  12 so that even handkerchiefs and aprons that had touched him were taken to the sick, and their illnesses were cured and the evil spirits left them.  13 Some Jews who went around driving out evil spirits tried to invoke the name of the Lord Jesus over those who were demon-possessed. They would say, "In the name of Jesus, whom Paul preaches, I command you to come out."  14 Seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, were doing this.  15 One day the evil spirit answered them, "Jesus I know, and I know about Paul, but who are you?"  16 Then the man who had the evil spirit jumped on them and overpowered them all. He gave them such a beating that they ran out of the house naked and bleeding.  17 When this became known to the Jews and Greeks living in Ephesus, they were all seized with fear, and the name of the Lord Jesus was held in high honor.  18 Many of those who believed now came and openly confessed their evil deeds.  19 A number who had practiced sorcery brought their scrolls together and burned them publicly. When they calculated the value of the scrolls, the total came to fifty thousand drachmas.  20 In this way the word of the Lord spread widely and grew in power.

Summary from last week (#55)
The baptism of the Holy Spirit is a spiritual event that brings us into the union with Christ’s death and resurrection. It is God’s divine invitation and determination for our salvation. Our faith isn’t a religious spirit hovering around God. Through Jesus Christ, God accepts us as His children who became one body of Christ. As a result, we can enjoy all the good gifts of heaven. “Don't be deceived, my dear brothers.  17 Every good(“agathos”) and perfect (“teleios”) gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows” (James 1:16-17).  There isn’t anything that is absolute and perfect in this world. Everything frequently alters. We can see the change of lights all the time. Because light changes, the length of shadows shifts as well. But God never changes. He is the perfect light of eternal life. From that perfect light, we are given the most perfect gift. It is our union with Christ. It is the sealing and dwelling of the Holy Spirit within us. Through the work of the Holy Spirit’s baptism, our lustful desire of good and evil, our twofold personalities, and the evil words in us become extinct gradually. We also find ourselves becoming a new creation who begins to release the life-giving spirit of Christ to others. We become God’s apostles of peace realizing that our hearts become loosen from the bondage of hatred, jealousy, quarrel, and shame and become filled with heavenly peace, comfort, mercy, and rest. God’s saints are all “deliverers of the cross.”   

About the way of God’s kingdom 
Paul enters the synagogue and continues speaking out boldly for three months, reasoning and persuading people about the kingdom of God. But some became more stubborn (“skleruno” – dried bone, stiff-necked, a figure like the dead and poisonous snake), speaking evil of the “way” of God’s kingdom before the multitude.  Paul separates the disciples and begins to have discussions daily in the hall of Tyrannus.  

What is the “way” of “God’s kingdom” that Paul tries hard to argue, reason, and persuade?  The word, “kingdom”(“basileia”<”basilus”<”basis” – “foot”>”walk”) is derived from the word, “foot.” In revelation, Jesus is depicted as one who rules over the sea and the land by placing his feet upon them.  “Then I saw another mighty angel(symbolizes Jesus) coming down from heaven. He was robed in a cloud, with a rainbow above his head; his face was like the sun, and his legs were like fiery pillars.  2 He was holding a little scroll, which lay open in his hand. He planted his right foot on the sea and his left foot on the land” (Revelation 10:1-2).  God protected His people with pillars of fire and cloud so that the people of Israel could cross the red sea to enter the Promised Land.  The rainbow was the sign of God’s divine covenant for His people after Noah’s Flood. It signifies that God would continue to redeem and renew His people from their sin and death.  From the beginning of creation, Jesus has ruled over the world and led His people to His kingdom.  Finally, Jesus, God the Son, came down to earth in the flesh. How did he rule His people? He was the King of all kings and the Lord of all Lords. Yet, He showed us a quite different way of ruling, completely far apart from our expectation. “Even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many” (Matt. 20:28). The word, “serve”(“diakoneo” – to run an errand < deacon, minister, servant) means “running an errand.” All ministers, elders, deacons, and servants of God are called to deliver Gods’ redemptive works for others as Jesus did. One must be put to death through the process of self-denial so that others may be made alive. This is the way of heavenly service and God’s governance.  For example, Jesus washed His disciples’ feet and said, “I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you” (John 13:15). While washing their feet, He prophesied His death and declared our new beings who would walk the same path as Jesus.  Our sins will be washed away(Isa. 53:6 – “We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way”) through Jesus’ sacrificial death on the cross. Our sinful feet will be renewed and turned around to run the errands that God calls us to do.  Jesus consistently delivered the word of truth so that His people would get heavenly status and authority in Him.  In the same way, we now must serve others. That is the spiritual meaning of washing other’s feet.  Jesus had no sin, but lived in a sinful body outwardly for the sake of our sin. He served us with the word of life for our forgiveness and liberty from the bondage of sin and death.   “For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are-- yet was without sin” (Hebrews 4:15). 

This is the way of God’s kingdom ruling over His people. It is completely opposite to the way of worldly leadership.  How do the worldly nations rule over their people? How are their rulings different from God’s way? Every nation exercises their leadership on the basis of power. Communist countries and autocratic nations are obviously run by force through cruel dictators. What about democratic countries? Leaders are elected through votes and rules with supports coming from the majority.  According to the support and demands of majority groups, leaders’ power gets stronger.  The style of leadership can be changed at any time in order to satisfy the followers’ lustful desire of good and evil.  

However, the way of God’s ruling is completely different. Jesus never needed any support from people. He never wanted to be served by people.  Instead, he always tried to escape from the people who wanted to serve Him according to their lustful and selfish ambitions.  The more Jesus demonstrated miracles, the more crowds wanted to follow Him.  Then, Jesus had to move fast from place to place to avoid their support.  “After leaving them, he went up on a mountainside to pray.  47 When evening came, the boat was in the middle of the lake, and he was alone on land” (Mark 6:46-47).  Jesus, God the Son, had no need of our serving. He couldn’t take any supports coming from men’s lustful nature. Everyone tried hard to serve Him and make Him their own king with false motivations.  They wanted to be renown figures in the world, so they treated Jesus as a king based on their lustful standards.  This fundamental issue must be dealt with and solved by God’s independent way. Otherwise, everyone will fall into hell.   Men can’t realize this wicked nature on their own as far as God is concerned and come out of the darkness even if they realize the reality. 
Therefore, God must choose His own way, the way of His kingdom to save us. Jesus’ ruling was not based on any human source of power and authority.  He demonstrated heavenly service by putting Himself into the seat of self-denial and death on the cross on behalf of our sin. He renewed us through the living word of God and united us with his life-giving Spirit.  For three years. He spent time with sinners focusing on preaching, teaching, and praying and endured all kinds of suffering until the Holy Spirit was passed over to His people.  His service was manly purposed for one goal: our union with Him. He rules over us through “mutual indwelling.” This is how He serves inside of us even today. We became Christ’s perfect mate through the work of the Holy Spirit.  We must receive His continuous service and breathe in His life-giving Spirit.  Our job is to release our enjoyment of His service to our loved neighbors through the word and prayer.

The worldly religions can’t accept this kind of ruling and serving style.  As they listen to the word of truth, yet they can’t understand it, their hearts naturally become more stubborn and dried.  As long as they remain in the bondage of their lustful knowledge of good and evil, they can’t genuinely accept the mystery of God’s heavenly service. It is because their lustful desires and ambitions can never be fulfilled but keep being robbed until they fully surrender to God’s will.  Through welcoming Jesus’ serving in us, our life becomes more alienated from the world.  Without the help of the Hoy Spirit, the strong chains that tie up our souls with the lustful desire of good and evil can’t be broken off. Without God’s grace, the word of God rather makes our neck stiffer and our hearts more hardened.  After realizing his work is in vain in the synagogue, Paul separates his disciples and sets up a new place to preach the way of God’s kingdom. He spends most of his time at the lecture hall of Tyrannus for two years after that.

Where is God’s kingdom now?  When Jesus preached about “the gospel of the kingdom”(Matt.24:14), He said that “the kingdom of heaven is(present perfect) at hand” (Matt.3:2, 10:7), or “the kingdom of God is within you” (Luke17:21). Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the presence of God’s kingdom spiritually comes upon us as a true reality in our present time. Also, God’s kingdom will be present with us visibly in the future when Jesus returns.  How does the kingdom of God come and work upon our lives?  “From the days of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven has been forcefully advancing, and forceful men lay hold of it” (Matt.11:12).  The word, “forcefully advancing”(“biazo”) is a middle-voice  “deponent” verb, which is a middle/passive form but active in translation.  That unique verb form only exists in Latin and Greek. The kingdom of heaven can’t be “forcefully advanced” by men. It can never be controlled by men’s will.  Instead, God’s kingdom comes down into the darkness of our world and “forcefully advances” upon the life of His people for the sake of His glory.  His kingdom becomes more dominant in the life of His saints through the “mutual in dwelling” of the Holy Spirit.  We are drawn into intimacy with God through the daily service of Jesus within us. God wants us to deeply experience the heavenly serving of His kingdom now.  So, He has to violently shake off and cast out the darkness of our imprisonment so that His kingdom can fully dwell in us.  A violent spiritual warfare takes place within us, between one who doesn’t want to be taken away and One who has to take away by force.  We can see God’s persistent love and irresistible grace for His people. In the life of God’s saints, there are marks of the cross that display this “violent suffering” (e.g. desperation, disappointment, persecution, etc.).  Our true testimony comes from experiencing this ‘way’ of God’s kingdom

False prophets who imitate the power of Christ
God does extraordinary miracles through Paul. The sick people are healed and the demon-possessed men are set free.  However, some Jews try to copy the ministry of Paul and gain fame and popularity from the crowd. “Seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, is doing this, saying, In the name of Jesus, whom Paul preaches, I command you to come out." When they try to cast out the evil spirit from those who are demon-possessed, the evil spirit jumps on and overpowers them all.  As a result, they are beaten and have to run out of the house naked and bleeding. The evil spirit even knows their fake actions very well.  This is the reality of false religion.  Many false prophets and Christs actively work inside the church today. They disguise themselves as a good shepherd using the name of Jesus randomly for their own profit.  They are the legalistic, mystical, and religious believers who make God’s church “a den of robbers.” We must be careful at all heretical ministries because the evil spirit works behind their works, making ones “naked and bleeding” to death.  “So, because you are lukewarm-- neither hot nor cold-- I am about to spit you out of my mouth.  17 You say, 'I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.' But you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked” (Revelation 3:16-17).
Through this incident, many people were all sized with fear and begin to confess their evil deeds before God. Many who practiced sorcery bring their scrolls and burn them publicly.  The value of their scrolls comes to “fifty thousand drachmas”(about twenty five million dollars worth today).  Among many sorcerers in the city of Ephesus, a great work of repentance takes place.  As a result of the work of one of God’s servants who had enthusiastically preached about the way of God’s kingdom regardless of many persecutions, God’s kingdom prevailed all over the city.  God’s kingdom invaded the city and cast out the darkness. “In this way the word of the Lord spread widely and grew in power.”

Conclusion
The rule of God’s kingdom is completely different from that of the world. The One who is the most powerful being in the universe came down to serve us with unceasing love and mercy and accepted us as His bride, His children, and His closest friend. With the living word of truth, He cleanses all of our sins and renews us through the power of the Holy Spirit.  He draws us near to live in the presence of His kingdom every day. As a result, we become more as foreigners to this world.  God’s saints must do spiritual fights to follow the way of God’s kingdom that is already present in, with, and upon them.  Let us also wait for the moment of God’s kingdom fully captivating us in the future with hope and patience. Let us overcome our temptations and sufferings through the word and prayer. 
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