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Psalm 1:1-6  NIV Psalm 1:1 Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked or stand in the way of sinners or sit in the seat of mockers.  2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he meditates day and night.  3 He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither. Whatever he does prospers.  4 Not so the wicked! They are like chaff that the wind blows away.  5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous.  6 For the LORD watches over the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked will perish.

Meditation
True meditation on the law of God makes us continue to mourn for ourselves because the light of the word exposes my hidden sins before Him. Also, it makes us thirsty and hungry for God’s righteousness. The procedure of the true meditation leads us to a place of groaning, laughing, or screaming because we find more about the old “I” being put to death. However, it also makes us rejoice and dance because it will eventually lead us to find true “I” being united with the life of God.  Within the new “I,” we can finally feel true forgiveness, freedom, and rest. It is because the law of God is given as “Life” and not as “law” through right interpretation. 

“He is like a tree planted by streams of water”
The verse 3 say, “He is like a tree.” However, there is no proposition in Hebrew. It literally says, “He becomes a tree.” There were two trees in the Garden of Eden: the tree of life and the tree of knowledge of good and evil. After eating from the forbidden tree, all mankind became beings who have the nature of good and evil. They put themselves in a place subject to good and evil judgment and became a liar before God.  They exchanged the truth of God for all of the lies to fulfill their lustful satisfaction. They wanted to be like a god figure, so they used God’s word religiously and legalistically in order to show their self-righteousness.  They could never correctly understand God’s goodness with their corrupted conscience. That is why they have no choice but to always emphasize man’s effort and passion more importantly in order to reach the tree of life.  The Tree of life can’t be approached from our side because God forbade it.  God who is the subject of life must come to us and unite us with the tree of life. 

The “Stream of water” in Hebrew means “a river divided and made through the word of truth.” Who planted the tree by the river of truth? It was our God Father.  "Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be pulled up by the roots”(Matt 15:13).  In this context, Jesus rebukes the Pharisees who tried to live hard on the law through their legalistic passion.  They tried to plant themselves with their words by their own standards, firmly believing their words and behaviors as truth. The tree of life which they thought they gained through their legalistic planting was indeed the cursed tree of the knowledge of good and evil. The tree planted by the stream of water was the tree of life planted and nurtured by God alone. Where did he plant the tree of life? He planted it in the heart of His people. The seed of life was sown in our heart.  As a result, we were united with Christ Jesus who is the tree of life.

The Apostle Paul describes it in this way. “If some of the branches have been broken off, and you, though a wild olive shoot, have been grafted in among the others and now share in the nourishing sap from the olive root” (Rom. 11:17).  The broken branch is a wild olive shoot. The wild olive shoot describes our nature of being “angry” or “wild” toward God before our salvation. We were all deceived by the devil who is the spirit of all lies. The devil caused us to get angry toward God and live a wild life because we had to prove ourselves to be good so that we wouldn’t get judged and punished by God. How do people of God receive salvation? They must be grafted into the olive tree who is Christ Jesus.  The word, “grafted” in Greek means “being able to shoot the target of truth.” In other words, one grated into the olive tree became set free from the bondage of sin. Now he can continue to “share in the nourishing sap from the olive root” because of his union with the tree of life.  “The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law”(1 Cor.15:56).  The law stings us as a curse to death unless it is correctly interpreted and given to us as truth. Without knowing the truth, we will continue to pursue the target of judgment and death. However, the wild tree grafted into the olive tree will be led to shoot the target toward the life of God.

Who is the truly blessed one? It is one who can hear the truth. One’s lustful sin of good and evil root is now broken off.  Now he can understand the devil’s deception which used to lead him to get angry toward God.  He became God’s son who was grafted into the tree of life from the tree of the cursed.  “I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing”(John 15:5).  True fruit comes out when one remains in union with the tree of life. This message is about how our Father God will make his people live bearing fruit through His effort and works. We became grafted into the olive tree.  As a result, the river of truth flows in us. However, our lustful sin is still a stumbling block to enjoying this life that is flowing and working in our heart. But God promised that he would establish us through “trimming” His branches off.” That is the process of “self-denial.” It is God’s divine intervention that makes and molds us as His pleasing son. As we are led into the wildness life, we will only look up to God, our Father.  This is the true blessing intended by God.

“Yields its fruit in season”
The word, “season” means God’s appointed time(kairos). In Hebrew, it means, “seeing the goals and signs accomplished by God.” The word, “fruit,” is written as a singular masculine noun, which means God is the subject of bearing this fruit.  The “fruit” in Hebrew means “God’s will being fulfilled through his children who speak the word of truth.” Therefore, the “fruit” we must bear is bearing again God’s children through giving the gospel message. It is the fulfillment of Genesis 3:15. The same word is used in Leviticus 19:23-24.  "'When you enter the land and plant any kind of fruit tree, regard its fruit as forbidden(uncircumcised). For three years you are to consider it forbidden(uncircumcised) ; it must not be eaten.  24 In the fourth year all its fruit will be holy, an offering of praise to the LORD.”  Circumcision means death. Any fruit born within three years is considered as a dead fruit. They must be buried on ground for three years.  Finally, in the fourth year, the fruit will become holy and God will permit it to be eaten. This message already contains the message of the cross. Jesus was raised again from death after three days. The word, “yield” means “bring forth, permit, or give.” When the word of life is planted in our life, God will bring forth His desired fruit, which bears the seed of life in our lives according to His time. This is only possible through His permission and will. 

“Whose leaf does not wither”
The word, “leaf” is also a masculine noun. The words is used the same as “branch” in other places. In John 15, we are described as the branch of the vine who is Jesus.  When the leaf or branch is grafted into the vine, God faithfully leads the branch to bear the right fruit through His work. “He cuts off(trimming) every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful”(John 15:2). As His branch, we must see and learn how our Father God works and bears His fruit in our lives. Our sanctification comes through our self-denial and by our understanding the truth hidden in the word of God. We become circumcised and purified through understanding the heart of our Father revealed in the message of truth.

The word, “wither” means “being foolish, fade away, fall, or being worthless.”  God never let His branches fall or fade away. Yet, in our lives, we experience circumstances in which we look foolish and worthless. But we must understand spiritually those times as part of God’s divine plan. We are in the process of our faith being molded more strongly by God in order to bear the seed of life through our self-denial and our realization of the truth.  We have already received the life of God and are receiving His life more abundantly each day to bear the seed of God’s life.  Why did Jesus curse the fig tree? The fig tree hides its flower inside the fruit. The flower must fall off and die on the ground, yet the fig tree conceals the glory of its flower.  The fruit of the fig tree pretends to be the subject of bearing fruit itself. It represents our legalism and humanism. "May you never bear fruit again!" Immediately the tree withered”(Matt. 21:19).  God always leads His children to the timetable of their old-self being put to death(danathos).  We feel like we are being withered when we go through this process of self-denial, yet we will eventually see ourselves bearing the true fruit designed by God. However, the fruit bearing through our human effort may look fancy, yet eventually will be thrown into the fire of judgment.  “If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned”(John 15:6). 

“Whatever he does prospers”
People often misunderstand this verse. It seems that this means that when you eagerly devote your life to meditating on the word and try to keep the law in the best way you can, God will bless everything in your life and make your life prosperous. That is false teaching and incorrect faith.   I have seen many people testify in such a way. They do not understand the true message hidden in God’s word. In fact, they worship God as an idol to fulfill their lustful desire.  The word, “whatever” means “being in a state where one learns and realizes the message of the truth.” So, it is the same as “in Christ” in the New Testament.  Then what should he do in Christ when he realizes the truth? The word, “do” in Hebrew means “accomplish, produce, or give birth.” He must produce or bear the life of the truth.  That is how he accomplishes the word of God in life. The word of God is not the law, but the life. The life is “Jehovah.” That is the union with our Lord Jesus Christ.  We realize that we became God’s true son through faith in Jesus. Faith comes from hearing the truth and the truth was preached by other sons of God.  Therefore, we should play the same role and do this for others. Our preaching and teaching the word is the way for us to give birth to God’s sons. 

This is the real blessing promised by God.  When we do give birth to sons of faith through our preaching and teaching the word, we can live a life of prosperity.  What is the true meaning of “prosper?”  Everyone wants a blessing of prosperity.  From our dictionary, we can find its meaning as “successful,” “thriving condition,” or “good fortune.”  Is it the same as the biblical meaning of “prosper?” Let us see an example.  “The LORD was with Joseph and he prospered, and he lived in the house of his Egyptian master” (Gen. 39:2).  It sounds like Joseph became a successful man because of the Lord’s blessing. However, if the message is literally translated, it says, “The Lord was(became) with Joseph. Joseph became prosperous. Joseph became a servant of the house of Egypt.  If God wanted to make Joseph’s life prosperous, he shouldn’t have sent him to Egypt from the beginning. He became a slave of Egypt because of his brother’s betrayal of him. This is not a life of blessing or being prosperous.   Meanwhile, he got an important position in the house of Egypt, yet he was still a slave.  What is the message that tries to teach us here?  God’s being with us is the whole idea of “prosperity” and is the greatest blessing we must experience, especially in the midst of darkness.  The darkness becomes a great blessing when the Lord is with us. Joseph went through so many hardships: betrayal by his own brothers, being a slave, being imprisoned and so on. It was his time of experiencing severe darkness, yet it was intended by God for Joseph. He had some successes meantime.  However, those successes were not called “prosperous.”  Joseph surely had a dream when he was young. But any of his great dreams he had dreamed about were completely taken away because of the dream God gave to him. He suffered so much because of God’s dream that was given to him. But out of all of those sufferings, he experienced the greatest blessing of Immanuel among all.  True prosperity is not about our problems simply being resolved and our dreams continually thriving and being fulfilled as we wish.  It is also not about receiving rewards from God because of our greater commitment and sacrifice for Him.  True prosperity in life is intimately walking with God all the time in the midst of the life of wilderness.

The word, “prosperous” in Hebrew means, “Being in a condition of our life fully breathing in His life as the result of God’s word conquering and reigning over our lives.” When our life is reigned by the word of truth, we see ourselves being dead to the lustful knowledge of good and evil but being alive to the life of Christ in our union with Him. The time when Our Lord Christ fully reigns over our life is the moment we experience true prosperity.  Jesus appeared again to Peter who was going through a time of repentance with a mourning heart. He invited Peter again into His life and proclaimed, “I tell you the truth, when you were younger you dressed yourself and went where you wanted; but when you are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go” (John 21:18). Dressing ourselves and going where we want is the life of cursing.  True blessing is receiving God’s irresistible guidance to go where we do not want to go.  Finding God’s intimate presence in the midst of darkness is real prosperity.   It is like the same confession of David from Psalm 23. 
“Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me” The true life of prosperity is following the path by which God has taken hold of us in our life.  Let us continue to pray that we may experience more fully the power of the true meditation of the word of God, and live a life of true prosperity in 2014. 
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