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Psalm 1:1-6  NIV Psalm 1:1 Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked or stand in the way of sinners or sit in the seat of mockers.  2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he meditates day and night.  3 He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither. Whatever he does prospers.  4 Not so the wicked! They are like chaff that the wind blows away.  5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous.  6 For the LORD watches over the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked will perish.

True Meaning of Prosperity
The prosperity that God provides can’t be gained through our human effort or commitment.  Only through the grace of God, the word must be interpreted not as law but as the word of truth in our life. When the word of truth is given, we start mourning as if we were in labor as a mother.  Our own standards, dreams, ideologies, and backgrounds start being broken apart and absorbed into the way of the new heaven and earth in which God’s new creations dwell. This is the life of self-denial and wilderness we must live in this world. The word of truth given to us first continues to flow into others.  As someone became a father of truth and bore us as God’s son, we are also growing spiritually and becoming a father of truth for others in order to bear other sons of God in the gospel.  When true meditation occurs in our lives, we find ourselves God’s true sons who are held by His hand and led into the way He desires.  Sometimes we get discouraged because unwanted circumstances are encountered during our journey of faith. However, by walking in the midst of the valley of darkness, we gradually experience more intimacy with our Father and possess more of the mystery of faith in the gospel.  This is the life of true prosperity. 

“They are like chaff that the wind blows away”
“The Wicked” can never experience this blessing. They always boast of their well-being physically and regard their accomplishment as God’s blessings. God’s prosperity does not depend upon our visible wealth, health, or success. We misjudge it through our lustful desire for good and evil. We shouldn’t be deceived. We can’t simply measure the true prosperity that God gives through visible changes in our circumstances.  No matter what situations we are in, if we don’t have God’s companionship in our journey, it is a life of curse.  God’s intervention is the most important key factor for our prosperity.  How does our God intervene in our life? His intervention leads us to hear the word of life and to engage in spiritual battles with our own darkness. We start seeing more clearly our own chaos and emptiness because of the light that God shines on us and that reveals the areas of darkness.  The spiritual problems of our emptiness and chaos can only be satisfied with the word of life and restored through the work of the Holy Spirit (see. Genesis1:2 – “The Spirit of God was hovering over the surface of the waters.” The word,  “hovering’ means “flutter”, “incubate”(Deut. 32:11).  The power of God’s light casts out darkness and makes us remain in union with Him. As God’s children, we are always led to feel thirsty and hungry for this divine intervention. We are always led to mourn for our spiritual dryness and deception.  

The prophet Habakkuk confesses, “Though the fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines, though the olive crop fails and the fields produce no food, though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls”(Hab. 3:17).  This is the true confession when our life becomes revived and prosperous.  “I have heard of your fame; I stand in awe of your deeds, O LORD. Renew them in our day, in our time make them known; in wrath remember mercy”(Hab.3:2).  The word, “Renew”(chayah) means “the life of Jehovah continue to remain in us and restore us.”  The word, “wrath”(rogez) means “commit adultery through the law.” After all mankind was separated from God, everyone became angry toward God because God prohibited from “reaching out their hand and taking from the tree of life”(Gen.3:22).  The word, “reach” has a prime root in the word, “anger.”  After the Fall, all mankind has tried hard to build up its names on high, believing that each individual could be a god figure through their knowledge of good and evil. They have kept fabricating themselves with more laws to show their righteousness. They have relied upon their own power and believed their lives became more prosperous through their own effort and will. They have furthermore misinterpreted Gods’ word within this wicked mind structure. As a result, God has become enraged with their deceitful minds and behaviors.  God surely will punish all of them at the end (see Romans. 1;18-26).  True “revival” is to come out of this bondage of the law and breathe with the life of Jehovah.  

“All who sin apart from the law will also perish apart from the law, and all who sin under the law will be judged by the law.  13 For it is not those who hear(“akuo”: just hearing, coming to ears) the law who are righteous in God's sight, but it is those who obey(“poietes”: accomplish) the law who will be declared righteous” (Rom. 2:12-13).  Everyone is bound by laws. “Gentiles who do not have the law, do by nature things required by the law, they are a law for themselves.”(v.14). Therefore, everyone will be judged by the law and put to death because no one can satisfy the law completely. However, if the law is understood as life in us, we can come out of the bondage required by the law.  The law can be completed only by the “Neighborly love” accomplished by Jesus. If we can understand this truth and see this associated blessings being manifested in our lives, we can surely say that we live a life of prosperity and of revival.

What is the “revival” spoken of by the prophet Habakkuk? God’s wrath will be poured out upon every man bound to the law. However, even in His wrath, there will be people who will experience God’s mercy. The word, “mercy”(racham) means “God’s life becomes my most important life and the center of my life.” Jesus’ life and power continually manifests and intervenes in our lives. What is the fearful judgment of God? It is His withdrawal from our lives. Without His divine intervention in our lives, we naturally start believing in ourselves, and believing that we can do everything ourselves choosing things we want. (as examples: see the life of Cain, Ishmael, Esu, etc.). However, when the law of God is given as truth and correctly interpreted and meditated in us, we start growling, groaning, and screaming because of our sins.  We reach out and grasp God’s life and truth alone.  This is the true mercy of God.  We will be eagerly awaiting for this revival. True revival is for God’s abundant life to be manifested more in our life, our family, our work, and our community. “For the earth will be filled with the knowledge(recognize, distinguish) of the glory of the LORD, as the waters(the word of truth) cover the sea(symbol of curse)”(Hab.2:14).  How do we recognize the glory of God? How do we give glory to God? Is it when our problems are resolved?  It is surely not! It is when the life of God fills our hearts and minds in the midst of our life of wilderness. It is when the word of truth is understood as life especially in the midst of darkness. The true glory of God can’t be perceived without darkness. Darkness is not simply a problem but refers to all situations in which we see our bondages and limitation due to our lustful knowledge of good and evil.  

The wicked are “those who are not united with heaven but are always bound to earthly things.” They can’t understand the truth but always interpret the law in a way that satisfies their earthly desires. They are like “chaff” that the wind blows away. The word, “chaff”(mots) has a meaning of “oppression” from its prime root. They don’t like to hear truth and always oppress the truth. They always ignore God’s grace because human effort and passion is considered worthier in their minds. Their confidence and pride come from human achievement. The word, “wind”(nuwach) means “spirit. The Spirit of God will blows them away(“shattering and scattering”).  Every word and behavior will be judged according to the law which they relied and counted worthier than God’s grace. That is why we need meditate on the correct interpretation of the law.  

“The wicked will not stand in the judgment”
The word, “stand”(koum) in Hebrew means “not swing to left or right but stand uprightly in the middle as God’s dwelling place.” In Greek, it is the same as “stand”(Histemi). The wicked are bound to earth and so will remain lying on it. They can’t get up like Lazarus who once was dead but arose toward the heaven. The dead girl also arose. “He took her by the hand and said to her, "Talitha koum!" (which means, "Little girl, I say to you, get up!").  42 Immediately the girl stood up and walked around (she was twelve years old). At this they were completely astonished” (Mark 5:41-42 ).  The age of the girl was twelve years old, the year of becoming a bride. Her name was “Talitha,” which means “a lamb.”  When the lamb was put to death and raised from the dead, the girl also stood uprightly as a son of God through the union with the lamb. However, the wicked whose life has nothing to do with this blessing will be imprisoned in hell forever.

“Nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous”
Sinner are those who religiously worship God as a golden cow to fulfill their earthly desire. They are not permitted to enter into the assembly of the righteous. Who are the righteous people?  They are the ones united with God’s righteousness. We don’t have any righteousness of God by nature from our birth. We were born with two judgmental minds: one of good and one of evil as a result of our separation from God. The word, “righteousness”(tsadek) expresses God’s attribute, which points to “God’s action to hook, distinguish, and possess us as His own.”  We can see His work in the bible where He has faithfully fulfilled His promises made toward His people.  Those who can spiritually see the same faithful work in their lives by the grace of God are called “the righteous.”  We should avoid misinterpreting this attribute of righteousness as a result of human deeds. Romans 1:17 says, “For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: "The righteous will live by faith”(Rom. 1:17).  Ones who received God’s grace to realize Jesus as their own savior are the righteous people. They can’t accomplish any righteous deeds by themselves. They can only take hold of God’s faithfulness and righteousness through faith. The assembly means a gathering of these witnesses who saw this reality in life. Today, it is the same as the church of God.  God’s church is a gathering of true believers who witness the faithfulness of God and His divine intervention through the grace of Jesus Christ. “But you have come to Mount Zion, to the heavenly Jerusalem, the city of the living God. You have come to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly,  23 to the church of the firstborn, whose names are written in heaven” (Hebrews 12:22-23 ).  Anyone can come to visit the church of God, yet not everyone is invited by God.

“For the LORD watches over the way of the righteous”
The word, “watch”(yada) means “to invite and distinguish according to God’s will.” The “way” of the righteous has a prime root in the verb that means “step on, bend, lead, and march.” How does our God lead the righteous to the way of the tree of life? He leads them through His word. First, the righteous must step on the way of wilderness.  Then, they learn to surrender before God with their bended knee and worship Him alone. They keep marching on His way holding onto His mighty power in the midst of their weakness.  Our ancestors, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Joshua, and others, walked through the wilderness this way.  They had to walk the way they were invited, and that was distinguished by God’s determined will for His people.  Many times, God blocked the way they chose but led them to His way that was unwanted from their point of view.  Sometimes, God had to persuade them by love or stroke them with a rod in anger. They always had to wrestle with God spiritually, by laughing and crying and in complaining and giving thanks to Him. They were despised and treated as foolish ones by those who heard the word who couldn’t understand the truth.  They apparently witnessed the darkness of the world. They finally understood what the real blessing, real sin, real wickedness, and real mocker were in their journey of faith.  They also testified of this journey to the world as the only way to salvation recognized and approved by the Lord God.


“The way of the wicked will perish”
The word, “perish” means “lost, destroy, and fail.” Its prime root is the word, “Abad” which means “God subordinated into man’s heart as an idol.”  The wicked interpret the word literally as law and eagerly serve God to gain their wishes. Therefore, their religious deeds will be judged and destroyed by God.  Our church life can be idol worship unless we correctly understand the law as the truth that gives us life through the work accomplished by Jesus Christ.

We are saved from the darkness of the world by the grace of God. Therefore, the way we walk through life now is in God’s control. Every step we make is overseen by God.  He invites us in the same way to the cross and encourages us to fight a good fight for the sake of the gospel. Let us faithfully respond to His holy calling.
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