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"At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom.  2 Five of them were foolish and five were wise.  3 The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with them.  4 The wise, however, took oil in jars along with their lamps.  5 The bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell asleep.  6 "At midnight the cry rang out: 'Here's the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!'  7 "Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps.  8 The foolish ones said to the wise, 'Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out.'  9 "'No,' they replied, 'there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.'  10 "But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut.  11 "Later the others also came. 'Sir! Sir!' they said. 'Open the door for us!'  12 "But he replied, 'I tell you the truth, I don't know you.'  13 "Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.

Incorrect Interpretation on this parable
Our Interpretation on “The parable of the Ten Virgins” must be more carefully studied because we can just assume that its emphasis seems to lie on man’s effort to achieve God’s salvation. I saw that some pastors, using this text, falsely motivated their own church members to work harder for their church so they wouldn’t miss the meeting with the bridegroom when He returns.  Why did Jesus deliver this message to us through a parable? “I will open my mouth in parables, I will utter things hidden since the creation of the world”(Matt.13:35, Pslam78:2).  “The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of God has been given to you, but to others I speak in parables, so that ‘though seeing, they may not see; though hearing, they may not understand.”(Luke 8:10).  “You” are the people chosen by God, and “they” are nonbelievers, religious people, and legalistic believes.  God hid secret messages in parables for only His people to understand.  However, parables shouldn’t be interpreted too symbolically or spiritually. All parables must have one accordance and unity. Also their messages should be interpreted in the context of their historical and cultural background. We must be able to discern false preaching and teaching, especially from the messages that come from parables. 

Background
In the book of Matthew, chapter 25 has three parables. Those three parables give the same answers to the questions asked by His disciples. “When will this happen, and what will be the signs of your coming and of the end of the age?”(Matt.24:3).  Previously, Jesus harshly rebuked the Pharisees and teachers of the law (Matt. 23) and afterwards, He added a message about the end time signs and warning (24).  Then he said pointing to the temple building, “I tell you the truth, not one stone here will be left on another; everyone will be thrown down.”(24:2).  After hearing all these, His disciples obviously had anxiety and fear for their future.  It seems that no can would escape from God’s judgment at the end.  Jesus concluded His message saying that “The faithful and wise servant” will receive reward when his master returns, yet” “the wicked servant” will be harshly judged and punished at the same time (24:45-51).   His disciples probably wondered about how they could escape from this scary judgment of God and receive salvation at the end as a faithful servant.

“At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like..”(v.1)
“At that time” means “Right after, or then.” Right after mentioning about the end time,  He started giving a secret message to His disciples in order to comfort and encourage their faith.  These parables reveal God’s heart and will about how He would save His people in the midst of all of His judgments and punishments toward the world at the end.  God’s people will be perfectly saved through His grace no matter what happens. 
“The kingdom of heaven” describes a spiritual condition of God’s people both in the present and the future rather than a conception of space where His people would stay in the future.  The “heavens”(plural) in Hebrews means “the people who gained the life of God through truth.” “The kingdom” means “reign” or “kingly authority.”  How do God’s people receive or exercise the power of sovereignty? The earthly kingdom power is given through human effort, background, or success. However, the kingdom power is given in reverse. It completely surpasses human knowledge and expectation.  The following parables explain this secret. 

“Ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom.”(v.1)
“Ten virgin” means those who are bound to the law in the world.   More specifically they are ones who received the law of God, yet they are not all saved because some of them still understand the law of God as a code of conduct. It is similar to people in the church, they are all members and attend yet they are not all saved.  “Virgin” spiritually means one who needs a mate(bridegroom) to be complete and perfect as designed by God. In order to receive salvation, a virgin must find her bridegroom and unite with Him as one.  People misunderstand that these ten virgins are all God’s people because they all went out to meet the bridegroom. That is not true. In the church, there are “thorns,” “goats,” and “false prophets.” But, we can’t easily judge anyone, who is true or false? Only God knows. Somehow everyone inside the church worships and serves in ministries together. They all will hear about the end time and try to prepare for e the Lord’s return. When the day is about to come, they all will take their own “lamps” and go out to meet the bridegroom. The “lamp” is “torch” which is a tool to shine light in darkness. It requires oil to kindle and keep lightening.  The “oil” taken by the wise was olive oil, and it was used to anoint prophet, priest, and king when they were appointed. .  Christ means “anointed one” who was anointed with the power of the Holy Spirit. Therefore, the oil symbolizes “the Holy Spirit.” 

“Five of them were foolish and five were wise”(v.2)
 The number “five” also symbolizes “the law of God.” Jesus used the number five in the next parable of the Talents. The five virgins are “foolish.” What is its reason? When we look at the whole context of the bible, which ones are the foolish in God’s eyes? “But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand” (Matt.7:26). “You blind fools! Which is greater: the gold, or the temple that makes the gold sacred?” (Matt. 23:17).  “For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God” (1 Cor. 1:18). The foolish ones are the Pharisees who had a great zeal to keep the law legalistically and religiously. They thought they could reach the tree of life through their own effort.  That is why they called Jesus “foolish”(Matt. 5:22) and cursed him as “the devil” (Matt.12:24).   They trusted the power of the law and believed that the law would lead them to the way of perfect righteousness.  They literally interpreted the law and tried to keep the law as specifically as possible. They couldn’t just solely hold on God’s grace and doing nothing before the law. They tried hard to prove their righteousness through works in order to gain salvation. But God says the other way around. They are the foolish ones who will be judged and condemned as much as they kept the law legalistically. They will be judged exactly the same way according to their own legalistic beliefs, standards and deeds.
 The foolish prepared their own oil to light their lamp from the beginning. But the “oil”(olive oil) given by God was missing(see verse 8: “our lamp are going out”). They had depended only upon their own oil with so much confidence. Therefore, those five virgins are the real foolish ones in God’s eyes. 
Who are the wise ones? "Therefore everyone who hears ‘these words’ of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock”(Matt. 7:24).  “These words” are the Sermon spoken on the Mount.  The Sermon on the Mount was the messages of the gospel proclaimed by Jesus at the very beginning of His ministry. People can understand this message only by the grace of God alone.  The Sermon on the Mount is the message that destroys the Mount of the law. “The wise” virgins symbolize those who understand the law of God not as law but as life. They build their house solely upon the rock of Christ.  They are considered the wise men in God’s eyes not because they’ve done things more wisely than others in deeds but because they simply realized the true knowledge and wisdom of the gospel by His grace.  If we correctly realize the righteousness of God, He approves us as a righteous one. In the same way, if we accept Jesus Christ as our savior through faith, we become God’s children.  The change of our spiritual status is made by our understanding of God’s good deeds toward us, and not by showing our good deeds toward God.

The wise who take oil and the foolish who do not take oil
The word, “take” also means “receive” or “accept.” The foolish can’t receive the oil of the Holy Spirit. They can’t recognize or accept the Lord Jesus as their savior because of their bondage in darkness. They might have their own lamp and oil to light their own righteousness in the world, yet can’t possess the real light of God to case out the real darkness of the world.  They can make fake temporary light through their own effort and copy the light of God to deceive others for a while.  However, their light will eventually fade away and reveal its false reality before everyone.  On the contrary, the wise receive the oil given by God in their vessel as a fundamental source of life and light their lamp to shine and break the real darkness in the world.  This oil enables us to recognize our bridegroom.  This oil must be given by God. Man can’t make it.  To meet our bridegroom, this oil is absolutely necessary because it is the same as a sign or mark of the Holy Spirit for our salvation. “You were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit”(Eph.1:13). 

“The bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell asleep”
 The word, “a long time in coming” means “delayed” we sense in our historical time.  Our bridegroom is surely coming, yet will not come in the midst of our expectation and standards.  He will come at His appointed time (kairos) which we can’t fathom. “For you know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night”(1 Thess. 5:2).  Just like the age of Noah, the day of His coming will be the same as the time when everyone is ignorant of His coming.  
Every virgin fell asleep. It is the same as a condition of death and inability to do anything (Luke8:52).  When Jesus was caught, every disciple fell asleep also. It is because the appointed time of God can’t be perceived by man’s ability.  His time is irresistible by man’s power. It is not that the wise virgins had no faith or were lazy. Salvation is completely the work of God. God must wake us up from our death. We can’t wake up and stand up by ourselves to be saved. Our bridegroom must come to wake up His bride.  That is the right order of salvation.  He will not be touched and come even if we eagerly petition and continuously beg for him to come with a loud voice and tears. We are all stuck in our chronos time and can’t realize the kairos time of God on our own. But by His grace, he invades into and rescues us from our chronos time.  

Conclusion until this point
When is end time coming? What kind of judgment will people receive at the end? What will happen to believers? The most important question we must ask is if we received the Holy Spirit or not.  People are divided into two groups, the wise or the foolish by having the Holy Spirit marked in us or not. We must become foolish to the world in order to be the wise in God’s eyes.  “But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong” (1 Cor. 1:27).  We shouldn’t be bound to the knowledge of good and evil.  We should to try hard to be united with the mind of Christ everyday by continuously hearing the word of truth. Let us keep discovering the heart of God and enjoy true freedom and rest in Christ Jesus. 
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