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What is the gospel?
The gospel means “good news.” What is the best news for our life? Let me ask the opposite. What is the worst news for our life? It is definitely the news of death. Also the signs of death such as suffering, illness, and disaster are as bad as death.  This being true, the answer to the first question is very clear. The best news for us is to live, and not to die. Even more, living eternally in peace and without pains would be the best wish ever for us.

God brought the best news for us. He opened the way for us to live and rest in eternal peace.  The way is through belief and faith in “Jesus Christ.”  The bible tells us who Jesus is and why He had to come. Without him all mankind will face death and a judgment of fire due to their sins.  No one can solve the problems of sin, curse, and death by oneself. Therefore, God had to come to solve those fundamental problems of our life in His own way.  He finally came in form of His Son, Jesus Christ.  Christ is the only savior and the Lord who can set us free from all bondages to the law, our fundamental problems.  Therefore, we must accept Him as our Lord and savior through the hearing of the true message of the gospel.  Hearing the truth deliberately with an opening heart is very important.  While hearing the gospel message with such an attitude, the Holy Spirit will provide you with faith in salvation.  The whole bible reveals the mystery of Jesus Christ.  Open your heart and listen to the message seriously. You will find God’s amazing plan for you. 
Original Image of Mankind

During the time of creation, God distinguished mankind from other creatures by making them in His own image (Gen. 1:27). “The Lord formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being” (2:7).  Man merely comes from dust, which means “nothing.”  Into this “nothingness,” God poured His life with the result that the man became “a living being.”  The word, “being” means a creature that breathes. What is the difference between man and other creatures?  Man does not only breathe but enjoys God’s life as a spiritual being. Man comes from the dust. So man goes back to the dust after death. Without God’s life poured upon the dust, man is nothing but just another creature. This wonderful blessing of God’s life caused man to become the only spiritual being who can enjoy an intimate union with God on earth. Furthermore, man was given a divine mission to rule over all other creatures with Gods’ sovereign grace and power as a source of blessing on the earth (Gen.1:28).  When the bible says, “living,” it points to one who possesses God’s life. Opposed to life is “death” which identifies one who has no relationship with the life of God. 
God’s First Order to Man and Two Spiritual Backgrounds
God gave the man a very important order. This was the first law given to the man from God.  “But you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die”(Gen. 2:17). There are two trees in the midst of the Garden of Eden where in the beginning, God made a place for man them to live.  These two trees represent our two spiritual backgrounds. They are invisible yet exist behind all visible things as spiritual causes.  Everything in life is ruled by these two sources.
The tree of life represents Jesus Christ. This is the source of God’s life and grace.  Mankind was created to eat of it and lives in union with God. Then they could continually exist as “a living being” who puts absolute trust in and dependency upon God.  This source causes us to live as true worshippers with hearts of joy and thanksgiving to the Lord in our life. This is the greatest blessing of all. 
However, the tree of the knowledge of good and evil is the source of man's sin and death which ultimately causes our eternal separation from God.   This spiritual cause deceives mankind into becoming a subject to a place of judgment. This makes our living mainly for self-gratification. As a result, people will be bound to their own standard and judgment leading to eternal punishment and death. Having two minds from birth, man has no choice but to resist against God who only generates one truth and one mind. The lust of good and evil continually deceives people’s minds so that they will worship idols. The devil’s scheme is to make people religiously and legalistically believe their “own” gods to elevate their self-righteousness.  
Mankind’s Corruption
The first man created in God’s own image had free will. He could choose to obey or disobey God’s commandment. One day, He was deceived by Satan who disguised himself as a serpent. The serpent tempted the man to eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, so that he could be like God (Gen. 3:5). Satan is the fallen angel. He is a liar and always deceives others. His job is to distort the truth of God and make people stand against the truth. Under Gods’ sovereign rule, Satan’s false works are temporally allowed. It is God’s plan that nonbelievers fall into more of the darkness of curse and death through Satan's deception of what they see with their eyes in the world. However, for God’s chosen people, Satan’s scheme rather becomes a divine tool for them to be brought into the light out of darkness.  In the midst of darkness, God makes them hunger and thirst for His righteousness, and desperately seek for the true salvation which comes from His grace alone. This is the mystery of Gods’ amazing plan of salvation for His people.
The first family, Adam and Eve were corrupted through the Serpent’s deception, by eating the fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Afterwards, their eyes were opened, and “they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves”(Gen.3:7). This is the result of sin.  After eating from the forbidden tree, their minds were immediately separated from God.  The life of God left as a result of their disobedience. They became merely physical “beings” who breathed yet lost the spiritual blessing of God given in the beginning.  They became spiritually dead, and would face physical death at the end of their days. This is the most unfortunate event that has ever occurred to a human being. It is like an intimate friendship turning to make individuals bitter enemies. Before, everyone was connected into one world and united in one mind; yet now their relationship is awkward and so uncomfortable to each other. It is because of man's separation from the one truth, and the incubating of two minds, good and evil before God. This is called, “sin” in the bible. As the result of this sin, they were outcast from the garden.  Since then, man must live through “painful toil” and woman must go through “pain in childbearing.”(Gen.3:16-17). In the bible this lifestyle is simply called, “Total corruption and incompetence.” 
Every man is born with this nature of sin. This is called, “original sin.” This is the cause of all self-committed sins. Let’s define again the fundamental sin of man. It is separation from union with God, division from one mind of truth, and incubation of the two minds (good and evil).  Therefore, every man is born as a sinner rooted in the lust of good and evil from birth. People are not sinners because of their sinful life. All People have no choice but to live in a sinful life because of this original sin. No matter how good a life one may try to live, the bible says that as long as the life is not united with God’s life, reliance upon oneself is corruption.  How do people define a good life? It is probably living a life with integrity and passion, without giving any trouble to others as much as one can. However, that life does not have true blessing. It is rather the curse of more corruption in God’s eyes. What is the reason?  One’s desire to live a good and effective life to others should be admired. Yet that motive, without God's grace, is still geared towards pleasing a man instead of pursuing God’s driven purpose.  What is God’s original intention when He created  mankind?  The human creation was purposed to enjoy the fruits made by God’s desire and passion and to rest in His holy presence eternally. However after the Fall, mankind lost all of these true blessings. Even more, men, naturally believing that human beings are the main source of life in the universe, start building their own careers depending upon their humanistic passion and ability. This is why human beings can’t rest. They have to work endlessly in a state of competition with others. This is the spiritual reality of mankind being bound to more and more physical and mental sufferings and limitations. Apart from God’s true life, no one can overcome the spiritual deception of the devil. Instead he has to make his own life so hard in order to fulfill the lust of flesh, the lust of eyes, and the pride of life in the world.  After a while, living in the world just like that, one will fall into eternal judgment and death by fire (Rev.20).

God’s Solution: Jesus Christ
Man can never come out of the bondage of sin, curse, and death through his own ability.  The reason is because the whole being itself is already a lifeless chunk of sin.  The only solution is to receive help from someone. But no one can be found among men. All human beings are completely depraved sinners waiting for the judgment of sin and the penalty of death. Therefore, God, who is sinless and perfectly righteous must come down to earth clothed in human flesh to save us. 
“Jesus” means, “One who saves his people from their sin”(Matt.1:21). “Christ” means “Anointed One” or “Messiah” which is the title of his mission. First, Jesus came as a true prophet to open the way for us to gain access to God again. Our separation can thus be resolved. We can go back into the union with God through Him. “I am the Way, Life, and Truth. No one can come to the Father except through me” (John 14:6). 

Jesus proclaimed the gospel of heaven and opened the gate of heaven for his people to receive the life of God again.  Second, Jesus came as a true priest. He gave us His life as a sacrifice for our sin. Through His body torn apart, and His blood shed on the cross, all of our sins were taken up by Jesus, forgiven, and removed from us completely. He set us free from all the bondages of sin, curse, and death.

Third, He came as a true king. He destroyed the work of the devil. He not only died on the cross, but also was raised from death through the power of the Holy Spirit. As a result, the life that conquered death is now ready to give to us. With this life given by God, we are accepted and granted again as a child of God.  God’s kingdom came and started ruling over the life of His people on earth.
How to receive God’s salvation 

Without God’s grace, salvation is impossible. God must give a gift of “faith” so that one’s eyes and ears would be opened to realize that Jesus Christ is a true savior (Eph. 2:8).  First, one must hear the gospel message attentively so that the truth of God’s life can work upon. “Faith comes from hearing, and hearing comes from the word of Christ” (Rom.10:17).  Desire the truth and keep hearing the word of the truth. Then to those who are clothed with God’s grace and favor, the Holy Spirit will start working on them.  First, God’s Spirit will give you a conviction of sin and bring you into a genuine repentance. Then you will realize the reason why Jesus is your only true savior. While keeping the word of truth, the Holy Spirit will renew your spirit and make you born again spiritually (Titus 3:5).  Follow the guidance of the Holy Spirit working in your heart and accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior (John 1:12).   “Yet to all who received him, to those who believe in his name, he gave the right to become children of God”(John 1:12).  The Lord receives you as His child. Respond to His calling, do this prayer of acceptance before God. 

“Dear God, I have lived my life the way I wanted until now, and I realize that I am a sinner who is separated from you, under the power of sin and Satan, destined to perish.  But now I come to you believing that Jesus is the Christ who has died on the cross for my sin, and that he was resurrected from the dead to solve all of my problems.  Now I open my heart to receive you into my life, Lord Jesus, as my Savior and my God.  Come, take your place at the center of my life, to lead and guide me all the days of my life now and forever.  Thank you for saving me.  In Jesus’ name, I pray.  Amen.”
The blessing of Salvation
As a result of this prayer, did you sincerely receive Jesus as your Lord and Savior? If so, you have now become God’s child. You gained the new life in Christ and became  born again. You are now set free from all the bondages of sin, curse, and death. “Therefore, If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come” (2 Cor.5:17). 

You will no longer walk in darkness, but live as a child of the light from now on. Christ will be your new foundation in life. He also promised that He will build his church upon your faith. (Matt. 16:16-19).  Enjoy the new spiritual reality of your mind and body united into Christ as one.  The Holy Spirit is now dwelling in you and leading you into the truth in every way (1 Cor.3:16, John 14:16, 17:26). Enjoy the blessing of “Immanuel”(God is with you) all the time, and receive new strength from God in your daily life. God is calling you to be a disciple of Christ. “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me”(Luke 9:23).  Enjoy deeply the truth of the gospel and testify the truth to the world.  This is the last word of Jesus given to his disciples before ascension to the heaven. "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teach them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."(Matt. 28:18-20). Now we have become a disciple of Christ who received God’s divine mission. Let us fulfill God’s holy mission in His grace and power for the rest of our life. May God bless you abundantly in the name of Jesus Christ!
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