OPEN DOOR (Week 3) – Scripture and Questions (“PRAYER IS AN OPEN DOOR TO NEED GOD”)
Luke 18:35-43; 1 Peter 5:6-7; Ps 63:1; 2 Chron 7:14; 1 Cor 1:18-31; 1 Sam 8:7,9:2,10:1; 1 Sam 16:7,17:32-37; Rom 6:1 
[bookmark: _Hlk505348625]Discussion Questions
1. What’s something you thought you were right about when you were younger, but now as an adult, you realize that you were wrong?
2. How do you handle things that you are not good at?
3. How do you think God feels about your weaknesses? Why?
4. Is your regular habit to talk to God about your needs or hide them from Him?
5. Why do people, in general, want to hide what they are not so great at?
6. What would it look like in your life to incorporate your needs into your prayers?

MONDAY (DAY 1) Matthew 5:6                                                                                                                                                            (“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.”) When you’re really hungry or thirsty, you’ll do anything you can to get food or drink. This could be what Jesus had in mind when He was giving His Sermon on the Mount. The only difference is that while food is temporary, righteousness is different. It’s eternal. It’s easy to go after the tangible things of this world. The longing for something immediate that we can touch and see is real. We just have to be careful not to long for what’s temporary in place of what’s eternal. This week, ask God to show you where you might be trading what’s eternal for what’s temporary in your life.

TUESDAY (DAY 2) Psalm 73:26 
(“My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever.”) Our flesh will fail us. We’re human, after all. But God is not. He is strong, secure, consistent, reliable, and trustworthy. What would it look like for you to hang your hat on the fact that God IS your strength? To trust that He is forever and permanently reliable? If you have a hard time believing this truth about God, that’s okay. God is neither afraid nor bothered by our doubts. Rather, He wants us to be honest about them. So today, be honest with God. Tell Him what you need and where it’s hard for you to believe that He can provide for those needs.
 
WEDNESDAY (DAY 3) 2 Kings 6:16                                                                                                                                              (“‘Don’t be afraid,’ the prophet answered. ‘Those who are with us are more than those who are with them.’”) Trusting God would certainly be easier if we could see Him face to face. Even when we don’t see God working, we can be sure He is. When Israel was in a battle, God used the prophet, Elisha, to step in and encourage the Israelites. He pointed them to the truth that their army was greater because they had God on their side. Have you ever felt like you were in a situation that was too much to handle on your own? The good news is, we can trust God with those thoughts. We can take them to Him in prayer, knowing that He is with us and working in ways beyond what we can see. Just as He was with the Israelites, so He is with us.
  
THURSDAY (DAY 4) 2 Corinthians 12:9                                                                                                                                                (“But he said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.’ Therefore, I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me.") The ways of God are radically different than the ways of the world. The world teaches us to look to our own strength to get us through. But God says something different. He values those who acknowledge their weakness in humility. True growth and transformation aren’t the result of working in our own strength. Transformation comes when we make room for the Holy Spirit to fill us, empower us, and set us free. Work to memorize this verse this week. Let it be the start of a prayer, confessing your weaknesses to God in humility and thanking Him for the grace and power He gives to work through them.
 
[bookmark: _Hlk64836829]FRIDAY (DAY 5) Psalm 103:13-14                                                                                                                                                            (“As a father has compassion on his children, so the Lord has compassion on those who fear him; for he knows how we are formed, he remembers that we are dust.”) God doesn’t expect perfection from us. He knows perfection is unattainable. Are you trying to attain perfection in this life? If so, allow yourself the freedom to know it’s not possible. You don’t need to try and find your value and identity in what you do. Instead, look to God as your strength. Allow His love, power, and help to be your source.
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