Upside Down (Week 2) – Scripture and Questions (“LIVING IN GOD’S KINGDOM MEANS LIVING IN AN UPSIDE-DOWN WORLD”)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Matthew 5:1-12; Matthew 4:23
[bookmark: _Hlk505348625]Discussion Questions
1. What is a particular skill or talent you have that took you a long time to learn? Was it difficult or easy to figure out?
2. When you’re approaching something out of your comfort zone—something new—how do you feel? Excited? Nervous? Uncertain?
3. Describe a time when you thought you knew how to do something or how something worked, but the more you learned about it, the more you realized how little you actually knew.
4. Read Matthew 5:1-12. Is there anything in these verses that’s surprising or unexpected?
5. Based on our own culture, what do you think makes someone “blessed”? Do any of these things match up with what Jesus said in Matthew 5?
6. How does your value system—the way you decide what is and isn’t important—conflict with the value system Jesus established in the first verses of Matthew 5?
7. What part of the kingdom Jesus described do you have the most difficult time with?
8. What is one thing you can do this week, to take a little bit of your kingdom down and build into the kingdom of God?

MONDAY (DAY 1) Matthew 5:3                                                                                                                                                               (“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”) Being poor in spirit means recognizing your own shortcomings and then allowing that realization to push you away from self-dependence and toward God. Today, thank God for His mercy and grace that allows you to be a part of the Kingdom of Heaven.
TUESDAY (DAY 2) Matthew 5:5                                                                                                                                                                  (“‘Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.”) Does meekness sound like an attractive quality to you? In what areas of your life are you least likely to exercise meekness, acting with gentleness and humbleness toward others? Ask God to help you display meekness in those areas today.
WEDNESDAY (DAY 3) Matthew 5:6                                                                                                                                                        (“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.”) The word righteousness in this verse refers to faithfulness to God and His will. In other words, a righteous person trusts in who God is and what He has done—and desires to live according to His instruction and promises. What does it look like for you to live faithfully today? Would you say that you hunger and thirst for righteousness? What keeps you from doing so?
THURSDAY (DAY 4) Matthew 5:8                                                                                                                                                      (“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.”) The reason Jesus gave His life for you on the cross, and the reason He lived a perfectly pure life, was because He knew we couldn’t. And it’s His life that we get to depend on as we seek Him and let Him lead us toward purity. Today, thank God for paving the path toward purity for you, no matter what your past looks like.
FRIDAY (DAY 5) Matthew 5:10                                                                                                                                                              (“Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”) All of the characteristics Jesus listed clash with the world’s characteristics and standards. What’s one thing you can do today to remind yourself to pursue God’s standards and His Kingdom this week?
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