WALK THIS WAY (Week 3) – Scripture and Questions (“REPENTANCE LEADS TO RESTORATION”)
Joel 2:12-17; Romans 2:1-16; Hebrews 6:1-12; Hebrews 12:14-17; John 21:15-17; John 17:6-19; Romans 8
[bookmark: _Hlk505348625][bookmark: _GoBack]Discussion Questions
1. [Reflection] Consider for a few minutes: What do you need to repent from? It’s not comfortable or easy, but the restoration that comes after is so worth it!
2. Who can you turn to when you’re having trouble turning from things you don’t want to be a part of?
3. What’s the hardest part about forgiving others and restoring damaged relationships?
4. How can you forgive others and set appropriate boundaries when relationships can’t be restored on this side of God’s Kingdom?
5. How can your small group (or church) celebrate restoration when it is possible in the community?

MONDAY (DAY 1) Galatians 6:1-2                                                                                                                                                               (“Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin, you who live by the Spirit should restore that person gently. But watch yourselves, or you also may be tempted. Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.”) Christians are called here to look out for each other and to help restore each other if someone is caught in sin. This is how the church should work, as a restorative force for good (not as a judgmental force for exclusion!). If someone needs help getting out of sin and back to the way of Jesus, let’s pitch in and lend a hand!
TUESDAY (DAY 2) 2 Corinthians 13:11 ESV                                                                                                                                                                   (“‘Finally, brothers, rejoice. Aim for restoration, comfort one another, agree with one another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you.”) This verse comes at the end of Paul’s second recorded message to the Corinthians. They had dealt with problems of disunity and discord, but Paul’s message aimed to bring them together under the same Jesus they all worshipped. It’s fitting that His sign-off to them is to aim for restoration! Just like God aims to restore us to Him, so we should aim to be restored in our relationships with each other.
WEDNESDAY (DAY 3) Colossians 3:13-14                                                                                                                                                        (“Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.”) Paul instructs the Colossians to forgive as God forgave them. When people take that extra step to ask for our forgiveness or to repent from something that has hurt us, we have the opportunity to make space for restoration. It’s not always possible to find total restoration to others on this side of God’s kingdom. But the goal in our walk with Jesus is to forgive others and to seek as much restoration as possible. This is aiming for life like it will be in His kingdom!
THURSDAY (DAY 4) Psalm 25:11                                                                                                                                                       (“For the sake of your name, Lord, forgive my iniquity, though it is great.”) When God forgives us it shows the extent of His love and forgiveness. When we ask for forgiveness, repent, and turn back to God’s way for life, our lives are a testament to the power of God. He changes our direction in life and leads us in the best way to go. It can be humbling to ask for forgiveness and to repent. If we take a step to be open about our journey with God, it can show our families and our community how God forgives and restores. Then the message gets out: God forgives! God restores! For God so loved the whole world!
FRIDAY (DAY 5) 1 Peter 5:10 ESV                                                                                                                                                             (“And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you.”) Peter has in mind here our final restoration in God’s kingdom, but His message is still encouraging because it shows how God’s purpose for us is wholeness! Not only will we be restored, but confirmed, strengthened, and established as well. His way is true and it leads to the glory of Christ and life in His Kingdom forevermore. Amen!
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